
Celebrate Lincolnõs Birthday at The Bank 
on Main with the HSR; there will be cake 

      

Union and as an Abolitionist, Bob Gleasonõs 

nuanced interpretation of this enigmatic man is 

the result of a much deeper study.  

An ardent historian with a personal library of 

over 200 books on Lincoln, Robert Gleason 

holds a degree in Theater Arts from West 

Chester University, and has appeared in over 

fifty plays and musicals.  

Through his association with the American 

Historical Theatre, Mr. Gleason has per-

formed at the White House Visitorõs Center, 

Fordõs Theatre, the National Archives, the  

Library of Congress, the Smithsonian, Consti-

tution Hall, the National Constitution Center, 

Independence Hall, plus many schools, muse-

ums, historic sites and libraries throughout the 

United States.   

Thus equipped with a historianõs knowledge, 

an actorõs creativity, and broad experience he 

employs audience interactivity to dramatically 

explore the personal side of this complicated 

historical figure.  

Bring a friend and join us.                     - JMC 

Gaslight News 
Founded 1970                                                                                                         Riverton, NJ 08077       Incorporated 1978 

January 2014                          Historical Society of Riverton vol. XXXXIV,  no. 1 (#155) 

In this issue  

LINCOLN AT THE BANK ON 
MAIN FEB 12 -  JMC 1 

 THIRD GRADE VISITS 
HSR MUSEUM -  JMC 1 

DOWNTON ABBEY FUND-

RAISER MAR 2  -  JMC 2 

MUSEUM FOR A DAY 
RECAP -  S. DECHNIK 3 

MEMBERS SHOW THEIR 
SUPPORT - JMC 3 

HAVE YOU SEEN THIS? - JMC 4 

The Society is pleased to present an Evening 
with President Abraham Lincoln on the occa-

sion of his 205th birthday, as dramatized by 

renowned actor and historian Bob Gleason.  

Where: The Bank on Main, 604 Main Street 

When: Feb. 12, 2014 at 7 p.m. Admission $5. 

Students accompanied by an adult admitted free. 

Pre-registration recommended but walk-ins are    

welcome as space permits. Call: (856) 786-0323. 

This program will focus on the formative years 

of our 16th president through his courtship 

and marriage to Mary Todd, the beginnings 

and development of his abolitionist view point, 

his first trip to Congress and how he raised 

himself up from his humble beginnings to be-

come the man who heroically issued the Eman-

cipation Proclamation.  

Mr. Gleason has portrayed The Rail-Splitter, as 

well as nearly 150 other historical figures, at 

venues public and private from coast to coast 

since 1980. 

While many may know of broader aspects of 

Mr. Lincolnõs role in the preservation of the 

See  RPS on 2 

The HSRõs Museum for a Day (held at the 

New Leaf on Saturday, December 7 in        

conjunction with the Candlelight House Tour) 

actually played again to a full house the follow-

ing Wednesday as Third Graders hiked over 

from Riverton School to experience Phyllis 

Rodgersõ version of a Please-Touch-Museum.  

"Long Abraham Lincoln a 
Little Longer" by Frank 
Bellew. Harper's Weekly, Nov 26, 
1864, p. 768 

Riverton School Third Graders visit    
the Museum for a Day at The New Leaf  

PHOTO CREDIT: SUSAN DECHNIK  

http://www.thebankonmain.com/
https://maps.google.com/maps?gl=us&hq=The+Bank+on+Main,+Main+Street,+Riverton,+NJ&daddr=604+Main+St,+Riverton,+NJ+08077&panel=1&f=d&fb=1&geocode=0,40.009100,-75.011400&cid=4124203666282462011
http://ahtheatre.org/america/actor_historians/actorhistorians-a-i/bob-gleason
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students' reactions showed their appreciation 

and interest.   

Later, the students mentioned 

in their thank-you notes to Mrs. 

Rodgers what impressed them.  

Ryan Ann wrote, òThe lady's 

bathing suit felt scratchy.  It 

must have been heavy on them 

when they got out of the water.ó 

Austin learned òéthey used to 

sell milk in glass bottles."  

Seeing glass milk bottles, old 

fashions in clothing, and hear-

ing about Rivertonõs past from 

Mrs. Rodgers, with its trolleys, 

steam locomotives, horse-drawn 

carriages, paddlewheel boats, 

and of course, Dreerõs Nursery 

gave the children a memorable 

glimpse into our townõs history 

that is not in their textbooks. 

    
    - Susan Dechnik 

RPS from 1 

The New Leaf proprietor, former Riverton 

School teacher, and current HSR President  

welcomed the students. After they had the  

opportunity to browse,  hear explanations,   

and even try on some of the clothing,  Mrs. 

Rodgers  gathered the group to give a short 

history of the town.   

Then she held up some of the articles on the 

"Can You Guess?" table where she displayed 

everyday items from 

the past and asked if 

anyone could identify 

how the item was 

used.   

An old grater, hat 

pins, kitchen items, a 

china crock used to 

collect hair, an iron 

that would be heated 

on the stove, a hair 

crimper, and folding 

fans drew some crea-

tive guesses. The  

F.C. Cole Dairy distributed fresh 

milk from its bottling depot at 

501 Main Street, c1900-1940  
PHOTO CREDIT: JMc 

Dressed in knickers for the 
event, Michael holds a vin-
tage outfit for a boy.  
PHOTO CREDIT: MISS DURANTE  

Kaylee pushes a baby      
carriage, or perambulator, as 
it was known years ago.  

A plethora of prams in a WWI 
era Riverton patriotic  parade  

PHOTO CREDIT: MISS DURANTE  

PHOTO CREDIT: ED GILMORE  

Popular re-enactor and professional story-

teller Alisa DuPuy returns to the New Leaf 

for a very special reserved seating Downton 
Abbey Inspired Tea on Sunday, March 2, 

2014, at 1 p.m.  Admission $45. 

New Leaf proprietor Mrs. Phyllis Rodgers 

promises guests a full Afternoon Tea plus 

games, trivia quizzes, prizes, and surprises 

themed to the massively successful British 

period television drama series 

set in the early 1900s. 

A portion of your prepaid $45 

ticket benefits the Historical 

Society of Riverton. Please call 

now to reserve your place. (856) 

786-0323. 

The exclusive menu includes 

flavorful tea sandwiches in-

     

Downton Abbey Inspired Tea comes to 
Riverton March 2 for a HSR fundraiser 

Gibson 
Girl, 
c.1900 
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spired by Downton characters, the New 

Leafõs signature sweet crumbly scones,  

delectable desserts, and of course, potfuls 

of tea brewed from the finest loose-leaf 

gourmet teas.  

Men and women guests for this unique 

experience are encouraged to wear        

costumes, hats, hairdos, and accessorize as 

they please. 

Find out more 

about Alisa DuPuy 

and the more than 

thirty real-life and 

fictional characters 

she plays at   
�W�K�H�O�D�G�L�H�V�R�I�K�L�V�W�R�U�\���F�R�P�� 

                                     - JMC 


