ey
) $1E
Yy

REMINDERe underlitexins link to more content when you open this as a PDF at ri
G I | I l

,s/,, [
+6i7% November 2014

sNe

vol. XXXXIV, no. 4 (#158)

Historical Society of Riverton

Founded 1970

Riverton, NJ 08077

PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD
LOCAL TIME TABLE.

Trains leave Riverton for Philadelphia,
at 6.01, 6 49. 7.51, 8.14, 855, 10.44 A. M.
210, 3.44,5.09, 6 07, 7.54, and 10.14 P. M.

Trains leave Riverton for Buriington at
4.57, 7.42 und 11.58 P. M. For Trenton
connecting with trains for New
York at 642, 7.36, 10.58 A. M., 1233,
228,347, 5.59. 706 P. M.

For New York via Monmouth Janction

¥ Trains leave Riverton for Phila
del at 852 A 12.20 and 6.32
P. Ri for

Leave Riverton
A M.andi2P M For
necting for New York at 7.45 P. M.

—

1881 railroad schedul®
trains daily from Riverton to

Philadelphiaiverton Journarthe rest of the parcel into lots to sell.

July 15, 1881, p. 2

- DAILY EXCURSIONS UI
J-?.IEE_ (ho Lilyware —1he bieambast JOIIN
A, WAHNLIL lorves (hestnutStrast Wharl, I‘h‘lln.tll:

phisatZuud 8a'chock .M, D Rurlinglon and Mris
Ploppingat Riverton, Andalus & sod u‘,un;l; ralury.
ing, Irave Bristol at7 A.M anl & o'cluck I M, and
Hariington sc7 U8 A, M, and 4 131% M, Tare. 2%, ' La.
eur-lon, 4he,

Steamboat aﬂ’hﬂade/}ihia
InquirerSept. 4, 1875, p. 6

—Hotel business is booming. The
“ White House” is full, with a fair
t of ining so all .

Pprosp

—A sociable by the young ladies
and gentlemen of Riverton was held
on Wednesday 6th inst. Dancing
was the erder of the evening.

—The arrivals at the White House
are J. D’Invilliers, H. Carson, Capt.
White and family, Mrs. McNarrey
and Wm. Middleton.

—The Lawn House is at last com-
pleted, and frem an interview with
one of the proprietors we have
learned that a goodly company of
boarders is expected by the end of |
this week. |

The new house is complete in
every respect, being furnished with
all the modern conveniences, except-
ing the telephone, electric bells and
elevator, these will probably be
added as the house grows.

Riverton Journally 15,
1881, p. 2

= When ten Philadelphians, mainly members o

x| away from urban life. Th?y Ca_‘rved th‘?'r SUM- pian of the New Town of Riverfamdéated map, c.1851
==\ mer resort from a large riverside section of the

Incorporated 1978

Summering in Rivertonp..

Founded as a refuge from sultry city life

The Society of Friends, established Riverton|i
1851, they did so to create a summer haven

Joseph Lippincott farm, built themselves sumhouse out as a rooming house. It became
mer "cottages" on the riverbank, and developgtiown as the Lawn House.

A dearth ofsteamboatduring the Civil War
The founders establ i yearscauseialack oftbeaideyssinducingathem
early by its careful design, which favored larg&Q trim the rente-

—The Lawn House is doing a good
business this season, better than ever

spacious ceived from proprictor |before. This is due'in a gréat meas-
. COUNTRY JIOUSEs TO RENT.—Two ure to the efficient management of its

homeS bu”t ﬁ"}.mxg HOUSES, five rooms eanch, at Kiverton, John SECkeI. proprietress, Miss 8. Seckel, who by
a the Delyware, Rent §72. Fare to tho oy her unfailing efforts has mdde the

d lack, 12} cents, by Staambosts mx times daily,
b R EIDDLE, 47 MARKET St.y of GFO,
W, SIINN, Riverton, 1e21-61°53

house this year what it has never
been before.

along the DelA

By 1881, the Lawn

H People are constantly coming and

aa‘n“ad ?hF\(;Ir\:e(;OWI’] Public Ledgeune 25, 1853, p. 4 House was ready for|seins which gives the place un ani-

: . Makeover. TNE/VEr o, Riveron would be wabeara
Main Street. The invEegiorEied i msry e me.

activity of Lawn House people.

of their summer retreat gave visitors access t evelopments of the
the village by means of the steamboat Iandinqhorough renovation 1/L?é'ngsz'n‘on1Jour,n@z¢|gust 16,
, p-

and the CamdeAmboy Railroad, each of and subsequent come-

which preexisted the town. back success of the riverbank hostelry for its

A farmhouse occupying the land at Bank Aver eader s. We appl aud t h
nue and Penn Street was included in the salenet his writingstyled . . . i f it were
the founders. Author Lloyd Griscom explains Lawn House, Riverton would be unbearably

the origin of the Lawn House inhis 1981 st upi d. 6

book, Tales of Three TownsThe founders,
incorporated as Riverton Improvement Com-
pany, undertook repairs and improvements to
the property 1852854, and rented the farm-

The reinvented Lawn House was the most

prominent among the boarding houses of old

Riverton. A Lawn Housphoto caption inT/e
SeeSUMMERING 2

In this issue

SUMMERINIBI
RVERTONVRS
PATRICISMITHSOLIN
& DHNVICCORMICK

S UGGERETIREST-
ToPOFHS GAME JME

THEAPPARITION
- ANONYMOUS

MAILBOX IMc

TRADITIORDONTINUES
- WLLIAMC. BROWN

Slugger goes out on top-thanks members

A real gentleman and a throwback to an earlier era retires from the game

No, this 1s not about that Yankee baseball
phenomenon who recently retired after a 20-year
carcer. This 1s about another man with a longer
record than Jeeter’s—26 years ol service as
Treasurer of the Historical Society of Riverton.

The HSR accepts with regret Mr. Paul V. Daly’s
resignation letter. He (and wife, Cathy - you
know the spouse works, t00) served under six
HSR Presidents and has been a tireless work-
horse for the Society for decades.

For over 20 years he decorated gaslights for the
holidays with red bows. He walked the length of
the July Fourth Parade for 15 years giving out
“Do You Know?” cards and even
dclivered newsletters in person
until I begged him to let me mail
them. Just more recasons Paul is part
of the Greatest Generation. Thank
you, Mr. and Mrs. Daly!

-IMc T

o~

Paul DalyHoTo: Mc



http://rivertonhistory.com/about/fourth-of-july-cards-collage-3/
http://rivertonhistory.com/2013/05/memorial-day-2013-comes-a-day-early-to-riverton-sunday-may-26/
http://www.burlingtoncountytimes.com/news/local/for-riverton-couple-it-s-time-to-celebrate--/article_5a978344-d1ac-50d9-9e3b-9a120d2b1c66.html
http://jerseyman-historynowandthen.blogspot.com/2010/09/upper-delaware-river-steamer-columbia.html
http://rivertonhistory.com/historical-local-newspapers/#rivertonjournal
http://rivertonhistory.com/historical-local-newspapers/#rivertonjournal
http://rivertonhistory.com/2014/11/plan-of-the-new-town-of-riverton/
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Bokzéing boose 18 5 Sowa, acd, (M I Ao SUMMERINIGm 1 In 1909, 7he New Era epor t ed, o Th
iggmxn ::umo ;2;%' ls“gv‘gl.l p;'ﬁgmxaazl; New Erdl939 Anniversary Issue vantages of Riverton as a summer residence
wulth'melMelp{:vlané. amng e gueseat d ec | ar ed Omany yasappedaedevan éitseedrliest days, as is
Toend dmes Oharies Wibon e ana My and it was 0ot he shownrhyteerdarge patonageenjoyed by the

Eell, Mr, end Mrs, Willlam Parey, Mr 82d \oys for members of society inthid oar di ng houses of that

Mra, Nathan Myers, Mrs, Lacy, Mr. Mureay . , . . . .
Middleton, Mr O, Krewson and Mr. Edward S e ct i on. O connections to train, trolley, and rail service,

Tlri]w& < b one distinatively fashionableviain | i _ _ . access to telephone, telegraph, and postal
ere is but one distinctively fashionabldMain Line and Phlla_delphla social service, plus amenities such as

boarding house in the town...The Lawn W‘éﬁf’sters of the dav included a

Note FELL above and below. * Gay Included sewer, water, and gas syster|

Philadelphia Inquidame 23, 1887, p. 7 number of families who, noting streetlamps and sidewalks

Fell Edward R., 1030 S e, f Bf i . . . .
el Edward 1 prace, sum _res | Riverton summer ad(jresses, increasingly. making it a plac
Boyd's Blue Bqdi88390, p 340 came for othe sgdSmhing residbnéd® | €
W7 7 lasting from late spring through
" (728 early fall. Early landowners were enco
ba

aged to build homes in whic

eople would live for part of EH.p .
.H. Pancoas

he season or all year. One | jgac° builder,

| Spacious accommodations Were |ncq| entrepreneur was very real estate devel-

|rat ec |afsisr,s6t Wi t fecGulih andBiBating I Noper, census taker

| ; settled in Riverton
jconveni ences. 0  demands of the local rental aider the Civil War,

Classified ads catalogued the marfgsidential housing market. died there 1915.

- Bharms of the Lawn House; guestscjyii war veteran Edward Hackney Pancoast
LAWN HOUSE, RIVERTON, N, J.-—Dlrectlfst:g could golf at Riverton Golf Club, took up carpentry and during the next 20 years

river front: Wosting hathing, fishing: eu . :
built many such houses in the area. Two Pan-

Newspaper social columns and

The Lawn Housedated vintage postcar

the best; hap every Saturday; 21 trains datly, Sail or swim at the Yacht Club,

Phiadelohia Iiquidine 25.1899,p.5 e nj oy a 0N 0P €V &g puit Fomss inddd ondknolwh if Bwn

LAWK HOUSE. Rlverton, K. 1—Directly ot wheeling (bicycling), fishing, and |5re as The Home Mansion, a guesthouse for
paer, ront large lawn. old shade: bestus | other social events. Riverton summer visitors, and its companion next door
oTable afsiss den ot e s JUFFAMIClehgaped Praise.uponyeionging to the property owner. Author Lloyd
the highest qualighiladelphia inquiruly proprietess, Miss S. Seckel, for g Griscom and Town Historian Betty Hahle

25,1899, p. 11 s« . - » ) ) o )
making it “better than ever belore. had each previously identified 404 Main as
NAMINSON HOUSE, RIVERTON . . H
N?JleNmy.-Yetmnenz and Transient Boweding, | Like the grand hotels at the time The Home Mansion.
1y4-1m*50 C. HALL, Proprietor ftheG tC M Eif _
Public LedgeBuly 22, 1853, p. 4 Olthelsreal L.ape May Fine Mr. Keith Betten, EDW. H. PANOOAST,

November, 1878, which decimate
PSR VBLE SUMVER BOARDING=At Toru- . dcurrent owner of 404
perauce Haiol, Ruerion, N. J. Commimeutng | 40 acres of that resort, Riverton, pain Street. offers h

N.
Rooins for families, :l‘lla\lm‘. Agcesuibla five imes

Carpenter and Builder,

MAIN STREET,

Kt S oo became T cstabiehed 5 fhigts o s chal ™ oo -
yeld-con LAY, , Propr » . . .
DESIRABIIIMMEBOARDINGITHEEMPERANCE ¢ || 10 dwellge rs. albeit a much ter o_f local history as| estimates, Plans and Spociations
HoTELPUblic Ledgedune 22, 1853, p.4 | he gives reasons for arnished.

Jobbing promptly attended to.

smaller one. Riverton fared much instead designating

better during this time; the height 445 Main as The Riverton Jouryiagc 13,

of vacationing in Riverton proved ; 1881, p. 4

g .. p . Home ManS|on' He Riverton-Furnished
to be from after the Civil War until g, 5|5ins: FOR RENT-FURNISHED OR UNFUT.
World War . ’ m::dsem 'lmx:‘;;?:r:'emé. .x'xel-r.n;'aoﬁlrond st!:'u?m

and steamboat landing; rent low. Edward II,

i The lot at 404  [Pancest, Riverton.
Proprietors placed numerable ads and the one at  Philadelphia Inquijnstay 29,

, ® |for summer boarding under the 402 Main Street 897 P-9
e resorts section of newspaper classi- were bought k..f:::i:‘l;;f.f.t?ru.i‘;;:isz?;rf‘.?.:;:
&nd s rist lhomeundated postca fied pages in those early days. In simultaneously ir| S, §7'.7*n’5?77*§,‘l"*:5'-,‘5?.';'3'"3
: addition to the Lawn House, other 1868 by Palmyra| Fotic ches . Faimsra oo 86
RESORTS rooming houses were the White entrepreneur Ed- fﬁ‘;:;'léi?ﬁlﬁ":;“:uf;;i“fﬁﬁflgﬂ
. , lot 139x150, east corner of Charles
& ~~~np~a~ I House on Main Street, the Wyatt, ward H. Pancoas m':di;:?: svenue. . H. Fan
NEw JERSEY ) al sn-c.-l\'e on.
; the T(_amper_ance Hotel, the Home as this block of aek)y Newepri 2, 1898, p. 2
Riverton, N. J Mansion, Cinnaminson House, Main Street was
, N. J. - _ N
THE WYATT 04,5875t *worpeon. |21 d Kernd6s Tour i sdeveldgedter thdcdose®f the Civil War.
ST —I smaller ownerented properties. Pancoast, whose monument stands in the

Philadelphia Inqujréune 3, 1903, p. 15 cemetenpehind Palmyra Town Hall,



http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=pancoast&GSfn=edward&GSmn=hackney&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSob=n&GRid=10629894&df=all&
http://www.capemay.com/blog/2003/11/cape-may-on-fire/

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF RIVERTON 0
Starting as a summer retreat for Philly’s elite, now a year-round treat for us

formerly the Methodist Church,  andservant occupying #402 with an the Lawn Hous¢  FHOPULADFON
purchased the two lots forresiden6 R6 not ati on t o iamddvessawt p tRYERTNN!
tial and investment purposes. In rented. Mr. Betten sure nalled it! improvements,
addition to deed records, as proo =

of Pancoastods i
(Keith and wife, Mimo) uncovered
a closet | intel
Pancoast, Pal my§s
unfortunately, he failed to date... g8

the New Eraads| 1880 586 %)
| for Lawn House
| \voorasElwindiled 189(0 D75 | + 83.4%
by summer 190d B32 | + 23.0%

1929, and the
building was 191¢ /88| + 35.2%

Edward H. Pancoast reS|ded in 404, rented 4(9\4t8hntua”3|/ razefl192q 2341 | +30.9%
tenants, known as The Home Mansion . PHOTIOIARI©Early 193d 2483 +6.1%

1930s, a vicim

While the main, first floor blocks
of the two houses match perfectly
(entrance hall with flanking princi-

pal rooms), only 402 has a back No longer simply a summer destina- d et 194d 2354 -5.2%
staircase whi c h tiowasthe 20th genturg begam, Rlve%eplregzlr(fi i
to pass up and down undetected. ton had become an established, year 195Q 2/1| +17.3%

round community. The land for the Now fully develt 1 96d 3304 + 20 4%
Further, 402 has five chambers %"oid bicycle track and the Lyceum wasped with a °
the second floor and two baths,

and a second floor veranda. and developed into lots for homes (1909 head count justf 1974 342 | +2.6%
four chambers on the third ’Man- and 1919, respectively). By 1926, under 3,000, 198d 3068| -1.1%
sard floor. and at least one’ bath. Riverton claimed some 70 businessesiuch has
’ An optimistic Chamber of Com- changed from | 1999 2775 -9.6%

Conversely, 404 had five chambers its i
on the second floor but only one merce, eager to promote Riverton asits inception as| ogool 2759 -0.6%
bath. no back staircase. and no fine place to live and work, engaged a speculative -
third floor. Further. while 404 flm company to produce a movie hamlet of less 2014 2779) +0.7%
faces Mai.n Street ’402 faces 204 about Riverton and its people called than 200 resi-

. o The Romance of Riverton dents to todayos
allowing the residents of 404 to

observe activity at the entranceof That decade saw aS|UIer ?oP\AfiaItlﬁy%hteRtéd?iy‘?Né 5”0
402 - a helpful feature for the owners, doubledigit population growth (excep el ebrate and enj

living in 404 to monitor the com- for those later badyoomer years at h h h nd in-
ings and goi ngs middenturyhand foreskeadoived thé gzgz ta“rc;té%routt e summer, and |

economic downturn ahead. The
A check of the 1900 Federal Census Shreve Family had owned the Lawn Lucky us.
shows Mr. and Mrs. E.H. Pancoast

firmly ensconced in their home at 404"0USe Since 1881, and rented itto - mrs RTR'C'@V”THSOL'N@
(as they were in 1880 as well) and irovarious managers. Faced with declin- g BHHNVICCORMICK 5

ing demand for rooms in 1928, E.
merchant George Newton, his wife, Mercer Shreve took over the reins of

The incomparable
Mr.Bob Gleason

returned Oct. 22 to

but to no avail; | YEAR POP| % change

re|
Aa |
no s
oy

’* S The Appa#tion *
portray another of his ( with aDOIOgieS to Mr. Pc ) Thank you to everyone

who brought refresh-
many characters

Poe Once upon a night so dreary, while | waited, feeling cheednd the author still beguiling set our faces similtirg table.

ments and set such an

M.l nside the chambers of t hashétoldofrhany®ardshipd s hisdays of =or .

hile | sat there yapping, just then there came a tappindWhen writing prose for a living was quite tr
was someone gently rappng, rapping at the chamber dédothor, poet, and literary critic, his voice dig
#FENO0OTi s our presenter, M™Mr. Reonemorizeceueguyiword in thetlengthy sq
fEMerely him, and nothing mWoel @ndt -10ltwaydessrobakere?

¥ Ah, distinctly, | remember it wastiolat& October, This passionate poet invented detective fic| <
4 Back from the grave, he talked and walked about the flo@rphaned and widowed, he had much to ef{\" =

§ One hundred sixty-five years ago he died, and now this happens?  His death still a mysiemas it drink or addictif$}
Just forty years of age at passing, leaving readers wanting more. We do not know; and may nevermore.
- We sat amazed as he recited scary tales of horror, Thank you, Maestro Gleason. Encore! Encoret
Pl us our f avrooridg.ed one wi t NowfoRENes gngrsnaps—That's what | came for. y

-ANONYMOU‘@



http://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Elsies-Gingersnaps-recipe.pdf
http://www.winterthur.org/Downtonabbey
http://ahtheatre.org/america/actor_historians/bob-gleason
http://ahtheatre.org/america/home/edgar-allan-poe
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From HSR member Mary Hutton Honeyford
~ comes this honey of a phototafitton Chevrolet New EraApril 7, 1949, p.8
IN the Riverside dealership owned and operated by
Clyde F. Hutton 1948968. The
E;u;; = clipping and ad at right come frgm
3. L our New Eranline archiveA
1 1 June 16, 1949 issue with the same
i group photo as below listed the
names: kR: L.J. Hutton, Officer
Albert Pierce and Sgt. John J.
O Robinson of the Riverton force,
X and salesman William Wagner.

Help make the HSR grow and visit our websitetat p : / / r i v er t We wélcome yoyr.camments and contributions.
Check in for information on events, past issuesasiight News v i nt age i mages, a veEkransd pa

Readers: Inside this issue read Summering in Rivelfion, The Tradition Conditions
the feature story that tells about the Lawn House [§rld
other boarding houses of the late 180ffs|The Mayor o
earlyl900s. Paul Daly retirgf | tradition of carrying a sta

after serving 28 years as HYR| during the Annual Fourth

treasurer, Mayor Brown carves a né ofJuly Parade, was starfed

staff for July 4th, and we recap tfje| by Mayor E.C. Stroughtdn

October Poe presentation. in 1897.

RT vertd S

=3

So that every year since
then, a metal plate was ¢ \W\WI July 4
added with the current  parade, mayor |s

Gaslight News | | pecren Barade mayer

is a publication of the Historical Society of Riverfopand the number of chil-  Bennett

and is published four times per year. dren that marched in the
X x parace Lawslor-Relly
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF RIVERTON There are three staffs in the Borough office,
Post Office Box # 112 legend has it that they came from trees loca %
; in Riverton. |1dve nd found a t o i wE iltten
RQIReEr;OC%DEJS)g%W about the first two, however | can state that fheDONATION: % e M

current staff did come from a Riverton tree.

Phyliis Rodgers - President 868422114 | searched the wooded area along the park l'II |

Pat Brunker VP/ Treasurer 3031777 &/ found a tree floating in
v- the Pompeston Creek. | I (
cut it loose, trimmed it

m Membership R&fejval For

included in th “-1!1’

Cheryl Smekal Vice President 8299375~

Susan Dechnik  Vice President 8299619 :1; out, and took it home,
where | stripped, sanded,

PatSolin -~ Secretary 8297805 stained and applied two Names to be Added to Memoriz
John McCormick Editor, Website 7641551 g?:;;c\)/;vi?rmsh to Richard Br myr ofs
E-mail/Web:r dlma i | -Bill Brawn Richard Al it
riverto Al an SavAtl ng @@
Mayor William|C Thank you 25

Brown July 4, 2014



http://rivertonhistory.com/
http://www.evergreeneditions.com/publication/index.php?i=121283&m=&l=&p=10&pre=
http://rivertonhistory.com/historical-local-newspapers/#newera

