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When ten Philadelphians, mainly members of 

The Society of Friends, established Riverton in 

1851, they did so to create a summer haven 

away from urban life. They carved their sum-

mer resort from a large riverside section of the 

Joseph Lippincott farm, built themselves sum-

mer ''cottages'' on the riverbank, and developed 

the rest of the parcel into lots to sell. 

The founders established Riverton’s charm 

early by its careful design, which favored large, 

spacious 

homes built 

along the Del-

aware River 

and then down 

Main Street. The investors’ shrewd placement 

of their summer retreat gave visitors access to 

the village by means of the steamboat landing 

and the Camden-Amboy Railroad, each of 

which pre-existed the town.  

A farmhouse occupying the land at Bank Ave-

nue and Penn Street was included in the sale to 

the founders. Author Lloyd Griscom explains 

the origin of the Lawn House in his 1981 

book, Tales of Three Towns.  The founders, 

incorporated as Riverton Improvement Com-

pany, undertook repairs and improvements to 

the property 1852-1854, and rented the farm-

1881 railroad schedule - 12 
trains daily from Riverton to 
Philadelphia  Riverton Journal, 
July 15, 1881, p. 2 

Steamboat ad, Philadelphia 
Inquirer, Sept. 4, 1875, p. 6 

Public Ledger,  June 25, 1853, p.  4 

house out as a rooming house. It became 

known as the Lawn House.  

A dearth of steamboats during the Civil War 

years caused a lack of boarders inducing them 

to trim the rent 

John Seckel. 

By 1881, the Lawn 

House was ready for a 

makeover. The River-
ton Journal followed 

developments of the 

thorough renovation 

and subsequent come-

back success of the riverbank hostelry for its 

readers. We applaud the writer’s frankness, if 

not his writing style - “...if it were it not for the 

Lawn House, Riverton would be unbearably 

stupid.” 

The reinvented Lawn House was the most 

prominent among the boarding houses of old 

Riverton. A Lawn House photo caption in The Riverton Journal, July 15, 
1881, p. 2 

Riverton Journal, August 16, 
1882, p. 1 

Plan of the New Town of Riverton N.J., undated map, c.1851 

Slugger goes out on top - thanks members  

 REMINDER: Blue underlined terms link to more content when you open this as a PDF at rivertonhistory.com 

http://rivertonhistory.com/about/fourth-of-july-cards-collage-3/
http://rivertonhistory.com/2013/05/memorial-day-2013-comes-a-day-early-to-riverton-sunday-may-26/
http://www.burlingtoncountytimes.com/news/local/for-riverton-couple-it-s-time-to-celebrate--/article_5a978344-d1ac-50d9-9e3b-9a120d2b1c66.html
http://jerseyman-historynowandthen.blogspot.com/2010/09/upper-delaware-river-steamer-columbia.html
http://rivertonhistory.com/historical-local-newspapers/#rivertonjournal
http://rivertonhistory.com/historical-local-newspapers/#rivertonjournal
http://rivertonhistory.com/2014/11/plan-of-the-new-town-of-riverton/
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In 1909, The New Era reported, “The ad-

vantages of Riverton as a summer residence 

was appreciated even in its earliest days, as is 

shown by the large patronage enjoyed by the 

boarding houses of that period…” Convenient 

connections to train, trolley, and rail service, 

access to telephone, telegraph, and postal    

service, plus amenities such as 

sewer, water, and gas systems, 

streetlamps and sidewalks were 

increasingly making it a place 

of year-round residence. 

Early landowners were encour-

aged to build homes in which 

people would live for part of 

the season or all year.  One 

local entrepreneur was very 

successful in anticipating     

demands of the local rental and 

residential housing market. 

Civil War veteran Edward Hackney Pancoast 

took up carpentry and during the next 20 years 

built many such houses in the area. Two Pan-

coast built homes include one known in town 

lore as The Home Mansion, a guesthouse for 

summer visitors, and its companion next door 

belonging to the property owner. Author Lloyd 

E. Griscom and Town Historian Betty Hahle 

had each previously identified 404 Main as 

The Home Mansion.  

Mr. Keith Betten,  

current owner of 404 

Main Street, offers his 

insights into this chap-

ter of local history as 

he gives reasons for 

instead designating 

402 Main as The 

Home Mansion. He 

explains: 

The lot at 404 

and the one at 

402 Main Street 

were bought    

simultaneously in 

1868 by Palmyra 

entrepreneur Ed-

ward H. Pancoast, 

as this block of 

Main Street was 

developed after the close of the Civil War.  

Pancoast, whose monument stands in the 

cemetery behind Palmyra Town Hall,   

New  Era 1939 Anniversary Issue 

declared “many gathered here” 

and it was “the summer rendez-

vous for members of society in this 

section.”  

Main Line and Philadelphia social 

registers of the day included a 

number of families who, noting 

Riverton summer addresses,  

came for “the season”, typically 

lasting from late spring through 

early fall.  

Newspaper social columns and 

ads asserted that the beautiful and 

spacious accommodations were 

rated “first-class,” with “all modern 

conveniences.”  

Classified ads catalogued the many 

charms of the Lawn House; guests 

could golf at Riverton Golf Club, 

sail or swim at the Yacht Club, 

enjoy a “hop every Saturday,” fine 

wheeling (bicycling), fishing, and 

other social events. A Riverton 
Journal article heaped praise upon 

proprietess, Miss S. Seckel, for 

 

Like the grand hotels at the time  

of the Great Cape May Fire in  

November, 1878, which decimated 

40 acres of that resort, Riverton, 

too, became firmly established as a 

first-class refuge for Victorian era 

summer dwellers, albeit a much 

smaller one. Riverton fared much 

better during this time; the height 

of vacationing in Riverton proved 

to be from after the Civil War until 

World War I. 

Proprietors placed numerable ads 

for summer boarding under the 

resorts section of newspaper classi-

fied pages in those early days. In 

addition to the Lawn House, other 

rooming houses were the White 

House on Main Street, the Wyatt, 

the Temperance Hotel, the Home 

Mansion, Cinnaminson House, 

and Kern’s Tourist Home, plus 

smaller owner-rented properties.  
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The Lawn House - undated vintage postcard 

Boyd's Blue Book, 1889-90, p 340 

“Table first-class” denotes food and service of 
the highest quality. Philadelphia Inquirer,  July 
25, 1899,  p. 11  

E.H. Pancoast - 
b.1835. builder, 
real estate devel-
oper, census taker 
settled in Riverton 
after the Civil War, 
died there 1915. 

Public Ledger,  July 22, 1853,  p. 4  

DESIRABLE SUMMER BOARDING AT THE TEMPERANCE 
HOTEL  Public Ledger,  June 22, 1853,  p.4 

Philadelphia Inquirer,  June 3, 1903,  p. 15  

Philadelphia Inquirer, May 29, 
1897, p. 9 

Riverton Journal, Dec 15, 
1881, p. 4 

Weekly News, April 2, 1898, p. 2 

Kern’s Tourist Home - undated  postcard 

Philadelphia Inquirer, June 25, 1899, p. 5 

There is but one distinctively  fashionable 
boarding house in the town...The Lawn House. 
Note FELL above and below. 
 Philadelphia Inquirer, June 23, 1887, p. 7 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=pancoast&GSfn=edward&GSmn=hackney&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSob=n&GRid=10629894&df=all&
http://www.capemay.com/blog/2003/11/cape-may-on-fire/
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formerly the Methodist Church, 

purchased the two lots for residen-

tial and investment purposes.  In 

addition to deed records, as proof 

of Pancoast’s involvement, we 

(Keith and wife, Mimo) uncovered 

a closet lintel at 404 signed by “E.H 

Pancoast, Palmyra, NJ,” which, 

unfortunately, he failed to date... 

While the main, first floor blocks 

of the two houses match perfectly 

(entrance hall with flanking princi-

pal rooms), only 402 has a back 

staircase which would allow “staff” 

to pass up and down undetected.   

Further, 402 has five chambers on 

the second floor and two baths, 

and a second floor veranda, and 

four chambers on the third, Man-

sard floor, and at least one bath.  

Conversely, 404 had five chambers 

on the second floor but only one 

bath, no back staircase, and no 

third floor.  Further, while 404  

faces Main Street, 402 faces 404 – 

allowing the residents of 404 to 

observe activity at the entrance of 

living in 404 to monitor the com-

ings and goings of the guests.” 

A check of the 1900 Federal Census 

shows Mr. and Mrs. E.H. Pancoast 

firmly ensconced in their home at 404 

(as they were in 1880 as well) and iron 

merchant George Newton, his wife, 

and servant occupying #402 with an 

“R” notation to indicate that it was 

rented. Mr. Betten sure nailed it! 

No longer simply a summer destina-

tion as the 20th century began, River-

ton had become an established, year-

round community.  The land for the 

old bicycle track and the Lyceum was 

developed into lots for homes (1909 

and 1919, respectively). By 1926,   

Riverton claimed some 70 businesses. 

An optimistic Chamber of Com-

merce, eager to promote Riverton as a 

fine place to live and work, engaged a 

film company to produce a movie 

about Riverton and its people called 

The Romance of Riverton. 

That decade saw an end to Riverton’s 

double-digit population growth (except 

for those later baby-boomer years at 

mid-century) and foreshadowed the 

economic downturn ahead. The 

Shreve Family had owned the Lawn 

House since 1881, and rented it to 

various managers. Faced with declin-

ing demand for rooms in 1928, E. 

Mercer Shreve took over the reins of 

SThe ApparitionS 
( with apologies to Mr. Poe ) 

Once upon a night so dreary, while I waited, feeling cheery 
Inside the chambers of the Porch Club’s charming décor. 
While I sat there yapping, just then there came a tapping. 
It was someone gently rappng, rapping at the chamber door. 
“’Tis our presenter, Mr. Poe, tapping at our chamber door—  
Merely him, and nothing more.” 
 

Ah, distinctly, I remember it was in mid-to-late October, 
Back from the grave, he talked and walked about the floor. 

We sat amazed as he recited scary tales of horror, 
Plus our favorite one with “Nevermore.” 
 

And the author still beguiling set our faces smiling 
As he told of many hardships in his days of yore,  
When writing prose for a living was quite trying. 
Author, poet, and literary critic, his voice did soar, 
He memorized every word in the lengthy score. 
Wouldn’t this make Lit-101 way less of a bore?  
 

This passionate poet invented detective fiction. 
Orphaned and widowed, he had much to endure. 
His death still a mystery—was it drink or addiction?  
We do not know; and may nevermore. 
Thank you, Maestro Gleason. Encore! Encore! 

- ANONYMOUS 

the Lawn House 

and oversaw 

improvements, 

but to no avail; 

the New Era ads 

for Lawn House 

rooms dwindled 

by summer 

1929, and the 

building was 

eventually razed 

in the early 

 

Now fully devel-

oped with a 

head count just 

under 3,000, 

much has 

changed from 

its inception as  

a speculative  

hamlet of less 

than 200 resi-

dents to today’s relative steadiness.  

Riverton’s charms are no longer exclu-

sively for wealthy elite; today we all 

celebrate and enjoy Riverton’s attrac-

tions throughout the summer, and in-

deed all year.  

Lucky us. 

- MRS. PATRICIA SMITH SOLIN   

   &  JOHN MCCORMICK 

 

POPULATION OF 
RIVERTON, NJ 

YEAR POP. % change 

1880 586 — 

1890 1 075 + 83.4% 

1900 1332 + 23.0% 

1910 1 788 + 35.2% 

1920 2341 + 30.9% 

1930 2483 + 6. 1% 

1940 2354 - 5.2% 

1950 276 1 + 17.3% 

1960 3324 + 20.4% 

1970 34 12 + 2.6% 

1980 3068 - 10.1% 

1990 2775 - 9.6% 

2000 2759 - 0.6% 

2010 2779 + 0.7% 

404 Main St.                       402 Main St. 

Edward H. Pancoast resided in 404, rented 402 to 
tenants, known as The Home Mansion . PHOTO: JMc 

PHOTO CREDITS: 
Susan Dechnik 

The incomparable 
Mr. Bob Gleason 
returned Oct. 22 to 
portray another of his 
many characters - 
Edgar Allan Poe. 

Thank you to everyone 
who brought refresh-
ments and set such an 
inviting table. 

http://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Elsies-Gingersnaps-recipe.pdf
http://www.winterthur.org/Downtonabbey
http://ahtheatre.org/america/actor_historians/bob-gleason
http://ahtheatre.org/america/home/edgar-allan-poe
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Names to be Added to Memorial 

Richard B, Frost     Army 
Richard J. Laverty  Air Force 
Alan Saville           Army 

  Thank you for your service. 

The Tradition Conditions 

The Mayor of Riverton’s 

tradition of carrying a staff 

during the Annual Fourth 

of July Parade, was started 

by Mayor E.C. Stroughton 

in 1897. 

So that every year since 

then, a metal plate was 

added with the current 

mayor’s name, the year, 

and the number of chil-

dren that marched in the 

parade. 

There are three staffs in the Borough office, and 

legend has it that they came from trees located 

in Riverton. I’ve not found anything written 

about the first two, however I can state that the 

current staff did come from a Riverton tree. 

I searched the wooded area along the park till I 

found a tree floating in 

the Pompeston Creek. I 

cut it loose, trimmed it 

out, and took it home, 

where I stripped, sanded, 

stained and applied two 

coats of varnish to 

preserve it. 

              - Bill Brown 

Readers: Inside this issue read Summering in Riverton, 
the feature story that tells about the Lawn House and 

other boarding houses of the late 1800s-
early1900s. Paul Daly retires  
after serving 28 years as HSR 

treasurer, Mayor Brown carves a new 
staff for July 4th, and we recap the 

October Poe presentation. 

Gaslight News 
is a publication of the Historical Society of Riverton 

and is published four times per year. 
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Help make the HSR grow and visit our website at http://rivertonhistory.com/  We welcome your comments and contributions. 
Check in for information on events, past issues of Gaslight News, vintage images, a veterans’ page, our blog, and more. - Ed. 
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From HSR member Mary Hutton Honeyford 
comes this honey of a photo of Hutton Chevrolet, 
the Riverside dealership owned and operated by 
Clyde F. Hutton 1948-1968. The 
clipping and ad at right come from 
our New Era online archive. A 
June 16, 1949 issue with the same 
group photo as below listed the 
names: L-R: L.J. Hutton, Officer 
Albert Pierce and Sgt. John J. 
Robinson of the Riverton force, 
and salesman William Wagner.  

New Era,  April 7, 1949,  p.8 

c. WWI July 4 
Parade, mayor is 
possibly Flagg or 
Bennett 

Mayor William C. 
Brown July 4, 2014 PHOTO: S. Dechnik 

E-mail/Web: rivertonhistory@gmail.com 
rivertonhistory.com/   

http://rivertonhistory.com/
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http://www.winterthur.org/Downtonabbey
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http://rivertonhistory.com/

