


My memories of summer family vacations ñdown at the Jersey Shore,òincluding Ocean 
City, have motivated me to compose this production.

Have you ever had an image in your head that is representative of a particular place and 
time that you remember visiting? For me, that picture is THE SINDIA, the inspiration 
for this essay.

The following slides show various milestones in the so-called journey of the Sindia 
starting with the first depicting an intact vessel sailing on the seas. 



Other images illustrate the 1901 stranding, the sinking, and eventual demise of the Sindia 
in a chronological sequence.  

Look for links to more online content and see the appendix at the end. 

It has been a joy for me to compile this production to the Historical Society of Riverton 
website. Thanks to John McCormick for his continued support and excellent assistance.        

Harlan Radford, Jr.



òQuite literally it was 
a dark and stormy 
night when the 
Sindia, thrown hard 
against the beach by 
furious winds, came 
to rest on a sandbar 
a mere 150 yards 
from Peckõs Beach.ó

Tim Cain, A Pictorial 
History of Ocean City,
New Jersey 1988



òThe image of that 
stranded bark has 
become the single 
most familiar picture 
associated with 
Ocean City.ó

Tim Cain, A Pictorial 
History of Ocean City,
New Jersey 1988

Boston Herald, December 16, 1901, p.2.



Philadelphia Inquirer, December 16, 1901, p.1.

Countless picture 
postcards and 
photographs have 
capturedthat iconic 
image. 



In time, people came 
to regard her as 
another part of the 
Ocean City landscape.

Philadelphia Inquirer, 
July 18, 1910, p.5.



The Sindia in her  
day was a four-
masted, steel-hulled 
barque*é 

*barque, or bark. noun: a 
sailing vessel having three or 
more masts, square-rigged on 
all but the aftermost mast, 
which is 
fore-and-aft-
rigged.

POSTMARKED JULY 24, 1908

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/barque


éthat captured a 
place in the lore and 
history of Ocean City, 
popularly referred to 
as òAmericaõs 
Greatest Family 
Resort.ó

POSTMARKED MAY 21, 1936



The Sindia was 
bound for New York 
City after 
commencing its 
journey at Kobe, 
Japan. 



The cargo consisted 
of such things as  
fine china, silk, oil, 
matting, camphor, 
and linseed with an 
estimated value 
placed between 
$400,000 and $1.2 
million. 

Philadelphia Inquirer, 
December 29, 1901, p.6.

POSTMARKED SEPT. 5, 1906



The Sindia shipwreck 
for many years had 
become a popular 
attraction. 

POSTMARKED JULY 11, 1908



Because the Sindia 
never actually sank, 
and was very close to 
the beach, it was 
easily visible.



By 1903, the city 
constructed a 
boardwalk-like pier 
adjacent to the site 
of the stranded 
shipé



éwhere curious 
onlookers and 
tourists could view 
the divers conducting 
salvage operations. 



Shortly thereafter, a 
store built on the 
pier sold salvage 
items recovered from 
the ship.

Philadelphia Inquirer, January 15, 1905, p.4.



Certainly, many a 
picture post card 
depicting the 
shipwreck was also 
bought and mailed 
for an additional 
cost of one-cent for 
postage.



Records indicate that 
the Sindia was just 
one of well over 
4,000* known 
shipwrecks that have 
occurred off the 
coast of New Jersey.

*The New Jersey 
Maritime Museum 
Shipwreck Data Base
has a filing system

for NJ shipwrecks with over 4800 folders, 
each folder describing the misfortune of a 
different ship along with a collection of 
facts about each incident. 

NJ Maritime Museum, 528 Dock Road, Beach Haven, NJ 08008

http://njmaritimemuseum.org/shipwreck-database/
http://njmaritimemuseum.org/


While salvage 
operations basically 
ceased in 1906, over 
the years numerous 
other attempts have 
been made for 
recovery but without 
any real success.

View larger images of each article in the appendix.



The Sindia has slowly 
succumbed to the 
many coastal storms, 
the relentless waves, 
and the sands of 
time. 

POSTMARKED AUG. 24, 1908



Some believe that 
over the years the 
Sindia has had more 
fame in death than 
she had ever enjoyed     
in life. 



My first memories   
of the Sindia are as  
a youngster growing 
up in the 1940s and 
50s, when my family 
spent a week each 
summer vacationing 
at Ocean City. 


