


My memories of summer family vacations “down at the Jersey Shore,” including Ocean 
City, have motivated me to compose this production.

Have you ever had an image in your head that is representative of a particular place and 
time that you remember visiting? For me, that picture is THE SINDIA, the inspiration 
for this essay.

The following slides show various milestones in the so-called journey of the Sindia 
starting with the first depicting an intact vessel sailing on the seas. 



Other images illustrate the 1901 stranding, the sinking, and eventual demise of the Sindia 
in a chronological sequence.  

Look for links to more online content and see the appendix at the end. 

It has been a joy for me to compile this production to the Historical Society of Riverton 
website. Thanks to John McCormick for his continued support and excellent assistance.        

Harlan Radford, Jr.



“Quite literally it was 
a dark and stormy 
night when the 
Sindia, thrown hard 
against the beach by 
furious winds, came 
to rest on a sandbar 
a mere 150 yards 
from Peck’s Beach.”

Tim Cain, A Pictorial 
History of Ocean City,
New Jersey 1988



“The image of that 
stranded bark has 
become the single 
most familiar picture 
associated with 
Ocean City.”

Tim Cain, A Pictorial 
History of Ocean City,
New Jersey 1988

Boston Herald, December 16, 1901, p.2.



Philadelphia Inquirer, December 16, 1901, p.1.

Countless picture 
postcards and 
photographs have 
captured that iconic 
image. 



In time, people came 
to regard her as 
another part of the 
Ocean City landscape.

Philadelphia Inquirer, 
July 18, 1910, p.5.



The Sindia in her  
day was a four-
masted, steel-hulled 
barque*… 

*barque, or bark. noun: a 
sailing vessel having three or 
more masts, square-rigged on 
all but the aftermost mast, 
which is 
fore-and-aft-
rigged.

POSTMARKED JULY 24, 1908

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/barque


…that captured a 
place in the lore and 
history of Ocean City, 
popularly referred to 
as “America’s 
Greatest Family 
Resort.”

POSTMARKED MAY 21, 1936



The Sindia was 
bound for New York 
City after 
commencing its 
journey at Kobe, 
Japan. 



The cargo consisted 
of such things as  
fine china, silk, oil, 
matting, camphor, 
and linseed with an 
estimated value 
placed between 
$400,000 and $1.2 
million. 

Philadelphia Inquirer, 
December 29, 1901, p.6.

POSTMARKED SEPT. 5, 1906



The Sindia shipwreck 
for many years had 
become a popular 
attraction. 

POSTMARKED JULY 11, 1908



Because the Sindia 
never actually sank, 
and was very close to 
the beach, it was 
easily visible.



By 1903, the city 
constructed a 
boardwalk-like pier 
adjacent to the site 
of the stranded 
ship…



…where curious 
onlookers and 
tourists could view 
the divers conducting 
salvage operations. 



Shortly thereafter, a 
store built on the 
pier sold salvage 
items recovered from 
the ship.

Philadelphia Inquirer, January 15, 1905, p.4.



Certainly, many a 
picture post card 
depicting the 
shipwreck was also 
bought and mailed 
for an additional 
cost of one-cent for 
postage.



Records indicate that 
the Sindia was just 
one of well over 
4,000* known 
shipwrecks that have 
occurred off the 
coast of New Jersey.

*The New Jersey 
Maritime Museum 
Shipwreck Data Base
has a filing system

for NJ shipwrecks with over 4800 folders, 
each folder describing the misfortune of a 
different ship along with a collection of  
facts about each incident. 

NJ Maritime Museum, 528 Dock Road, Beach Haven, NJ 08008

http://njmaritimemuseum.org/shipwreck-database/
http://njmaritimemuseum.org/


While salvage 
operations basically 
ceased in 1906, over 
the years numerous 
other attempts have 
been made for 
recovery but without 
any real success.

View larger images of each article in the appendix.



The Sindia has slowly 
succumbed to the 
many coastal storms, 
the relentless waves, 
and the sands of 
time. 

POSTMARKED AUG. 24, 1908



Some believe that 
over the years the 
Sindia has had more 
fame in death than 
she had ever enjoyed     
in life. 



My first memories   
of the Sindia are as  
a youngster growing 
up in the 1940s and 
50s, when my family 
spent a week each 
summer vacationing 
at Ocean City. 



I vividly remember 
the great times we 
had swimming at 
the beach during 
the day as well as 
taking in the sights 
and walking the 
boardwalk in the 
evening. 

POSTMARKED JULY 29, 1910



In the boardwalk 
movie theater, we 
saw the MGM film 
The Wizard of Oz 
starring Judy 
Garland… 

POSTMARKED AUG. 3, 1906



…and I was simply 
amazed to see a 
sepia-toned Dorothy 
open her door to the 
Land of Oz in lush 
Technicolor. 

Dorothy entering Technicolor on YouTube 1min,58sec

POSTMARKED JULY 17, 1912

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6D8PAGelN8


Mom and me 1946

I  remember our 
family photograph 
album filled with 
black and white 
snapshots carefully 
mounted with photo 
corners on black 
paper. 

POSTMARKED JUNE 10, 1918



My father took 
great pleasure in 
documenting these 
annual summer 
vacations with his 
35mm Kodak camera.
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Do I dimly recall 
seeing as a toddler  
a lone surviving 
Sindia mast 
protruding from 
the sand at the 
water’s edge at 
17th Street?

I guess I’m not 
100% sure.

I suppose that I want
to believe I saw it.

POSTMARKED AUG.3, 1936



Or am I just 
remembering the 
photos of the lone 
mast my father took?

Could be wishful 
thinking on my part.

After the Great 
Atlantic Hurricane of 
1944 snapped off 
that mast, the vessel 
became less visible. 

POSTMARKED AUG. 26, 1938



The wreck has 
since been seen 
sporadically through 
the 1960s and the 
70s, but only during 
so-called “blowout” 
low tides*. 

POSTMARKED AUG. 8, 1938



On those rare 
occasions the rusted 
hulk, perhaps the 
tiller, and capstan 
might briefly 
reappear only to 
disappear beneath 
the sand and water 
again! 

POSTMARKED SEPT. 2, 1943



Today, the Ocean City 
Historical Museum, 
located within the 
Ocean City Cultural 
Center, enshrines all 
manner of genuine 
Sindia artifacts and 
related informational 
items.

http://www.ocnjmuseum.org/


Its mission 
statement
“…is to delight, 
inspire and educate 
the public about the 
story of Ocean City, 
New Jersey…

POSTMARKED AUG.16,1945



…and to collect, 
preserve and 
promote items 
relevant to its 
heritage, traditions 
and memories.” 

Find out more at 
ocnjmuseum.org.

http://www.ocnjmuseum.org/index.php


Today, over a century 
since the surf and 
sand claimed the 
Sindia’s broken 
carcass, signs of its 
impact on local 
history persist… 

literally! 

The site is on NJ State and 

National Historic Registers.

“Sindia” Shipwreck Site (ID#1013)

DOE 12/12/1991

SHPO Opinion 4/12/1989

CLICK FOR GOOGLE MAP LOCATION

https://www.google.com/maps/place/39%C2%B015'32.7"N+74%C2%B034'23.7"W/@39.2761934,-74.5832293,14.17z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sindia+Rd,+Ocean+City,+NJ+08226/@39.289605,-74.5650813,72m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x89c0eac16066640f:0x3883f7cbbe3cdefd
http://www.sindiarestaurant.com/
http://www.sindiarestaurant.com/
https://oceancityfun.com/golf/


Her long, slow 
demise has been  
well-documented in 
vintage photos at the 
Ocean City Historical 
Museum...



…and in countless 
depictions of the 
wreck on postcards 
bought by 
generations of 
vacationers and 
islanders alike.

POSTMARKED AUG. 4, 1917



Going… 

going...

POSTMARKED AUG. 26, 1912



going...

And vanished 
altogether today…



…except for museum displays, vintage postcard collections, and…
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…the recollections 
of a few fortunate 
“old-timers” who 
actually saw the 
Sindia so long ago.

Jersey Journal, December 16, 1964, p16.

POSTMARKED JULY, 15, 1944



The old ship, now 
thoroughly hidden 
by sand and cloaked 
in legend, may never 
give up its secrets.

POSTMARKED JULY 17, 1951



Only time will tell    
if the Sindia will  
ever fade from our 
collective memories.

POSTMARKED SEPT. 4, 1955





http://www.charts.noaa.gov/OnLineViewer/12316.shtml

http://www.charts.noaa.gov/PDFs/12316.pdf

Find this NOAA nautical chart online at:

Coordinates from The NJ Marine Museum Shipwreck Database

In 1989, the US District Court, D. NJ, described the Sindia thus:
The WRECKED AND ABANDONED VESSEL, KNOWN AS "THE SINDIA," which ran 

aground off Ocean City, N.J., her tackle, armament, apparel, and cargo located 

within 3,000 yards of a point at coordinates 74° 35' 12" West Longitude and 

39° 16' 00" North Latitude

http://www.charts.noaa.gov/OnLineViewer/12316.shtml
http://www.charts.noaa.gov/PDFs/12316.pdf


Philadelphia Inquirer, April 2, 1903, p3.

Philadelphia Inquirer, D
ecem

b
er 1

6
, 1

9
0
1
, p1

.



L-R: Philadelphia Inquirer, June 23, 1908, p14 

Philadelphia Inquirer, July 4, 1920, p1. 

Trenton Evening Times, August 26, 1981 p15.  

source unknown, Sept. 14, 1990



Philadelphia Inquirer, Sept. 2
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C L I C K  H E R E for a larger resolution PDF file

Two links to Philadelphia Inquirer articles at philly.com:  

Sept. 1990 and October 1994. 

This Ocean City boarding house advertisement appeared 

in the Bridgeton Evening News, June 5, 1903, p 4.

Other businesses seeking a recognizable brand would 

also expropriate the name Sindia.

Bridgeton Evening News, December 14, 1904, p1 

http://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Sindia-salvage-operation-Philadelphia-Inquirer-Sept.-21-1990-p.1B.pdf
http://articles.philly.com/1990-09-21/news/25876932_1_cofferdam-shipwrecks-divers
http://articles.philly.com/1994-10-25/news/25872886_1_ship-japan-rumors


The Sindia Guest 
House opened in 
1913. 

Solely an  eatery 
since 1928, it 
remains today as The 
Sindia Restaurant.

POSTMARKED MAY 17, 1949

http://www.sindiarestaurant.com/


Sindia Efficiency 
Apartments opened 
in 1940 at 18th

Street and Wesley 
Avenue on the 
Boardwalk. 



The Sindia’s 40 
furnished two-
bedroom efficiency 
beachfront 
apartments were 
specifically built    
for summer rentals. 
The units were 
razed in 1987. 



This account of the 
rescue role played by 
the men of the Ocean 
City Life Saving 
Station appears in the 
1902 Annual Report 
of the United States 
Life-Saving Service.Ocean City Life Saving  Station

http://www.nps.gov/spar/learn/historyculture/david-lyle.htm
http://www.nps.gov/spar/learn/historyculture/david-lyle.htm
http://www.nps.gov/nr/feature/places/13000385.htm


2nd St. & Boardwalk looking North

Find over a dozen public domain images of Ocean City taken in the 

storm’s aftermath in the 1944 Great Atlantic Hurricane Collection in the 

digital collection of the NJ State Library. 

– search for “Ocean City”
Beach front showing damage to 

Boardwalk at North Street

http://dspace.njstatelib.org:8080/xmlui/handle/10929/3


Sea Classics Magazine, August 2000, pp.52-54. C L I C K  H E R E for a larger resolution PDF file

http://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Sindia-The-Wreck-that-became-a-famed-attraction-Sea-Classics.-August-2000.pdf


Philadelphia Inquirer, Sept. 2
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C L I C K  H E R E for a larger resolution PDF file

1735 Simpson Ave # 3, Ocean City, NJ 08226

(609) 399-1801

Ocean City Historical Museum

See a rare photo of the Sindia 

just after it went aground in this 

six-page ebook preview.

Ocean City, New Jersey
Frank Esposito, Arcadia 

Publishing, 1996

http://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Sindias-Mystique-Courier-Post-January-8-20011.pdf
http://www.ocnjmuseum.org/
https://books.google.com/books?id=goqJX-CjkmQC&pg=PA105&dq="the+sindia+shipwreck"&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CB0Q6AEwAGoVChMI5fzatcz9yAIVitQmCh2tbgoL#v=onepage&q=%22the%20sindia%20shipwreck%22&f=false


Letter from 

Mrs. Doris Marts 
August 20, 2012 Mrs. Doris Marts included this 

note with an 8x10 photo I 

purchased. 

The dual photo postcard image, 

taken by her husband, to which 

she refers is also shown below.

In it, her grandfather is the 

seated diver on the left with the 

watch cap. In the right-hand 

view, her grandfather is the diver 

“ready for descent.”.




