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homes and autos in peace and war

But it was the founderds sonds de:

seat at the movies that really put him in the history books

GA _H LYT.YPA The man BN 'i":j;, Where &/Aiz Products

Ec?rTas At - CRIVE-IN THE Rine celetl%rated ~ were first made in 1892
e as the .

R . M Hollingshead adioror West
the %1 RICHARD ‘M. HOLLINGSHEAD, JR\ inventor magazinegDec. 1, 1920, p5.
riverbank 1 , of the : : ,
are gonha ERTEANLE™
havg to 2 drivein  In 1894, he took the big leap and married
wait for the next issue. theater was a Emma Lovett who gave birth to their daughter

Article author Paul  Rjverton native who had a varied and extraordieanette in 1895.

Schopp got sidelined ,5ry career, beyond his invention, as an execys :
with an illness that put jve of a vast chemical company that his fathet’ﬁe probably later moved the chemical opera-

him behind on deadlin nded ion to rented space i |
for his jobs that actual " . trict, before finally taking another leap in 1898,
Ee?te% novr\r/] ?hgn?( yoij n £8§8E a gge t(NgnS/ Richh® M. Hollings- when he bought land at 9th and Market Sts. in
_ ' _ y ‘head Sr. cooked up a homemade recipe for Camden to serve as his company headquarters.

Smith Solin, steps e [ ness dressing on bmgoo b Gokialy hbbieheficaPriahu® "

Mith SoliNn, S1eps In \Aﬂ}llérchantville, NJ kitchen. He ingeniously pars; X P y .
this piece on Richard T ._facturer had already moved his brood to 201
Hollingshead Sr., fountiyed that modest beginning into a corporatio

er of the chemical conthat would become the largest producer of aut[llnden Avenue in Riverton. That same year,

: . : ) . : Mr. and Mrs. Hollingshead welcomed the birth
h X ) .
ﬁ%ngo?fangﬁarlds I[|h’(a)llrf1€tomotlve chemicals and lubricants in the worl f Richard Milton Hollingshead Jr.; younger

lingshead, Jr., who sudespite getting hood- brother Wickliffe Stewart arrived in 1904.

ceeded him, and who winked on his first sale g - -
also rémagined movie : ECRE No sooner had young Hollingshead Sr. built
i = (gpersuasive demo ang his business model upon maintaining horses

tisnang?T;tggtg\)Ni f"lfénnir_ and carriages, but, at the beginning of the twen-
svivania left hin; withou o0 tieth century, along came the first noisy, smelly,
y A highimaintenance automo-

product or payment), biles. Hollingshead A
shrewdly observed that t !I " ‘7 i E

, the undaunted young
: man sought other buy- | ¢yt manufacture of the new
horseless carriage held |

j ers and succeeded.
reat potential for needin’
ew products and he '

The fledgling entrepre-
neur added leather
dressing and polish, stove polish, carriage soapjckly rolled out Whiz |
In this issue | noof dressing, castor axle oil, and carriage toprand auto top dressing, |
dressing to his early line of livery products, auto cushion dressing, a

Hollingshead Hoof Dressin

RM ILLINGSHEAD

- %melﬁgg&%km& thus beginning the first chapter of his Americaoadside hand cleaner, Hollingshead
WITHPAULW. SHOPP 1 success story. among others. Auto Top Dye
Tvcg;/;ililiNG Doubtless, at some point the kitchen s_tove Meanwhile, Richard Jr. (_ and p_resumably his
FER & MARCH could not keep up with demand and Richard siblings) attended Westfiellr i ends 6 Sc
- M 1 | moved the manufacture of products to a car- and the William Penn Charter School
THANKYOUNOTES riage house on the family plot in Merchantville.
- IV 4 SeeHOLLINGSHBALR




THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF RIVERTON

S]] e @5 HOLLINGSHE®D 1 According to lore, as the Great Depression
. : gripped America in 1932, Hollingshead experi-
$mde|yfd|ff|_glr6]ug)y;914, aDsa\lNé)rId Wgr; eruypt:aadalnr E(;J-S mgﬁ%‘”ith t e?c%gce tzr?;hoﬁdf%&gnﬂemat"b .
INd a Torm , ; :
soldier, sailor or Camden plant by erecting two new buildings gzat up a?ﬁg\ljieasgreér? usingc;:l shseet Z:Eegll(er
marine, who, duri@ péepared to prgnd 'Pto western str:tjtest. behind the sheet, and placed a 1928 Kodak
the World War, did->: overnment orders for various products rojec‘;%r on the roof of a.car at just th

ight
not use at least o ffjsd ed to the company gs. 8 ohktidwlls dodidefioy the rhobi& h @)

of the many "Whi%l tarted to attend Manlius Military Academy ot an obstructed view. It is said that he

i~ pI‘OdUCtS, b s the ingvitability of the U.S. entry into the Walas trying to accommodate his large mother
these were used frqcrease ' who could not fit comfortably in regular, in-

keeping our fighti en President Wilson called for war on door movie seats .

equipment up to rmany in April 1917, the company placed |, August 1932,
the highest ,every resource at the service of the govern-

ffici ment. Facilities proved inadequate to the taSkappIied for a
ericiency. f meeting the great demand so HoIIingsheadU.S_ patent, and§

William Bra cquired adjacent land in 1918, razed old by June 6, 1933

- ildings, and built a figtory addition. e | :
Williams Hidings, and buitt & nssory addiion he opened his |§, {1 {¢] [¢]:4] & 3
Munitions Manutacture Hollingshead neatsfoot oil waterproofed shoeéiyst Driveln MOVIE THEATRE

DRIVE-IN

NEAR 'CENTRAL AIRPORT
2 Miles from CAMDEN Bridge

SIT IN YOUR CAR
and ENJOY TALKIES

Hollingshead

in the Ph/ladelgﬁ/a a n_ d shoe dubbing he I_ﬁmater Wwhare Ijmmvmun‘nmvzwus THREE fool
Ordnance District Whiz axle grease kept the wheels of war rollingatrons could AP e LENGII of ZOUR CaZ
PHILADELPHIA,PA  while Whiz saddle soap preserved leather. 0 Si t i N |op . feia e M0

‘ : pp ' 2503“3 for ZSC NICHTLY.

. . ee and hear pch erson 830,10.1130
When young Richard Hollingshead graduatedfno Vi eso e oSO, 81

ili i i CamdeiCouri st June 6, 1933
from military school in September 1918., his cents per car,

. : 25 .
\draft card I|isted hl% . i s f at
= - . nt?pser p rSoh, #ith 3 Br méréd petjgons one
i rm, R.M. Hollingshead Company. Shortly dollar. The first theater opened on the Cam-

4 . .
e g}i:??ﬁer’ n Novembe_r,hGhererﬁpy signed an denPennsauken border, along the Admiral
stice agreement with the Allies. Wilson Boulevard, where Zinman Furs is now
By 1920 the thriving peace- ° located. The spacious, 486re theater had
time Hollingshead enterprisw'ﬁl three siXoot by siXoot speakers provided by
boasted of producing 98 local Camden company, RCA Victor, with a 40
automotive products, in 98 foot by 56foot screen. Playing that night was a
addition to household prod- AUTO renamed British filmJwo White Arms titled
ucts such as polishes, soapf for American audiences &&/ves Bewarstar-
and cleaning agents, floor ,, ... Westagazine, ring Adolphe Menjou, Margaret Bannerman,
wax, and insecticides. Dec. 1,1920, p5.  and Claud Allister.

In 1927, R.M. Hollingshead Jr. supervised thewh i | e Ri c h airtlkater only 6per- o p

construction of a subsidiary of the company irated for fourteen months before he closed it

Bowmanville, Canada. He eventually becamedue to a lack of profit, Drivies flourished
Hollingshead Neats Fooghajrman of the board and brother W. Stewartfter World War 1l with improved sound and

> assumed the office of president in 1945 uporvisual technology. By 1958, the heyday of this

the death of their father. entertainment, there were over 4,000 drige

operating in the United States and Canada

(Ho!l I i n g s /beRicd G@oheh SFaraily y

friendly entertainmefit fno need to get

- Despite all his
* business acco

Oy pI_|shments_, babysitters! If the kids grew tired, pack the pjs
= Richard Milton -
" Hollingshead and pillows and stay as long as the adults want-
1914 stove polish ad

Ir. is more e_The Hollingshead Corp. used this €d! Many complexes offered a food conces-
hLiSy dGKA& Fa I’ B (fﬂ $HOWYGLAS EXECUTIVE custom cosion and a playground for the kids, too. And
NR &S NIi 2 y K A & i 2SS 1€ yarsion surplus Douglas Skytrain (o e supposed privacy of the car made the-drive

2 F GifkS KA 3k f hveatps @ the fly representatives to and from com in a great place to take a date.

dzy RS NI A v § RIhgixst drivein pany facilities in over a dozen loca-
0502YS ftAy w thieater, 2 N tionsin the US and Can&dang  Oyer the ensuing decades, with competition
O2yisSyido Magazindan. 1947, p21.



http://drive-ins.com/museum/richard-hollingshead-story.htm
https://books.google.com/books?id=wycwAAAAYAAJ&lpg=PA451&ots=zirT02X19y&dq=R.M.%20Hollingshead%20AND%201918&pg=PA451#v=onepage&q=R.M.%20Hollingshead%20AND%201918&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=wycwAAAAYAAJ&lpg=PA451&ots=zirT02X19y&dq=R.M.%20Hollingshead%20AND%201918&pg=PA451#v=onepage&q=R.M.%20Hollingshead%20AND%201918&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=wycwAAAAYAAJ&lpg=PA451&ots=zirT02X19y&dq=R.M.%20Hollingshead%20AND%201918&pg=PA451#v=onepage&q=R.M.%20Hollingshead%20AND%201918&f=false

. . IMAGE CREDIT:

i dvrbs.com

THE RIVERTON NEW ERA, THURSDAY, MAY 18, 1933

Watch the Movies From Your Auto
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