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Purpose of  Presentation

w To introduce basic researching techniques and local 

resources that can help reveal the history and ancestors 

of  their Riverton home.



Detail of  

Brief  Early History of  Riverton

http://www.westjerseyhistory.org/maps/countymaps/burlingtonco1849.shtml


Early Historic Dates

ÅEstablished in 1851 with summer 
mansions for the founders, and others, 
built along Bank Ave. and Main St..  
Farmland surrounds much of  the town 
ðSee the Porch Clubõs 

Å1851-1865: Few stores, no post office.  
Summer homes and rooming houses 
were built for part time residents. 

Å1852: Riverton Improvement Co. 
established

Å1855: First church built

ÅCivil War ð1861 to 1865

Å1865-1880:

Å1868: Builder, Joel Grant of  
Riverton got the bid to build the 
town hall in Cinnaminson

Å1871:  First US Post Office

Å1873:  DreerõsNursery

Å1875:  Lippincott Ave. surveyed 
for development ðFirst addition 
to the village

Å1880-1910: 

Å1880:  oil streetlamps installed

Å1886: The Lyceum

Å1890: Riverton Free Library, Porch 
Club, Fire Company 

Å1892:  First public sewage system 
initiated on Main St.

Å1893:  Riverton withdraws from 
Cinnaminson Twp. to become a 
municipality

Å1894: Riverton elects first mayor

Å1900:  Street names and house 
numbers standardized; Riverton 
Country Club

Å1907: Cinnaminson Bank & Trust

Å1908: First Welsbach gas streetlamp

Å1910: First brick school building

Å~1910:  Development extends to 
land on other side of  the railroad 
track, and widens throughout town

http://rivertonhistory.com/porch-club-plan-of-riverton/


Suggested Protocol

w Start with the Deed to 

Your Property.



Deeds

w Definition: a legal document that is signed and 

delivered, especially one regarding the ownership of  

property or legal rights. See also title deed.           

Oxford Dictionary of  English, 2010

w Do you already have access to the deed of  the 

property?  You can trace ownership for a limited 

number of  previous owners through the deed.



What Information Do I Need?

w Names of  the Grantors, 
or giving up property

w Names of  the Grantees, 
or those receiving 
property

w Date of  the Deed

w Sale Price

w Property lines can 
change from owner-to-
owner, so documenting 
that information can 
important, too.

w Instrument number (if  
available)

w Date Deed is 
registered(most likely 
different from the date 
of  sale)

w Book/Page

w Block/Lot

w More than a few 
Riverton homes have 
been moved to new 
locations, creating a 
special challenge for 
the researcher



No Deed?

Use the searchable, online database at the 

Burlington County (PRESS)

http://press.co.burlington.nj.us/press/clerk/ClerkHome.aspx?op=basic


Sample Search Result



Searching Further Back

w Exhausted the PRESS 
online site?  

w Go to the old, original 
deed books!

w Burlington County Clerkõs Office 
County Government Office        
49 Rancocas/Mt. Holly Rd.    
Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

w Note:  Visitors can only access the 
Deed Office and Deed Archives by 
entering the new front entrance on 
49 Rancocas/Mt. Holly Road 
(photo at left) and successfully 
passing through Security.  You will 
need to park across the street in the 
lot.  Some lots have a two-hour 
limit, so take care where you park.

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/49+Rancocas+Mt+Holly+Rd,+Mt+Holly,+NJ+08060/@39.995414,-74.8606201,12z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c1488677ccf079:0x63b5ac5c7bdd6b53!2m2!1d-74.7905802!2d39.9954351


Finding Your Houseõs Roots

w Architectural Style

w Maps

w United States Census

w Historic Newspapers & Other Resources



w What style is your home? 

Victorian, Italianate, 

Gothic Revival, Stick Style, 

Second Empire, Colonial, 

or another one? 

w Make a list of  its qualities 

and unique characteristics.

Image thanks to 

Queen Anne House Features

Italianate House Details

Architectural Style

http://www.oldhouseweb.com/


w Find hundreds of  

structures listed in 

Rivertonõs 1999 National 

Register for Historic 

Places Registration Form   

w See if  your home is listed in Bill 

Washingtonõs book:
Historic Riverton: Notable Architecture, 

People and Events, 1776-1930 
available at the Library or                  

for sale by the Society

More Resources 

http://focus.nps.gov/pdfhost/docs/NRHP/Text/99000271.pdf


Details of  Two Early Maps

1859 1860

New Map of Burlington County: Parry, Sykes and 
Earl.  R. K. Kuhn & J. D. Janney, Publishers, 1859

Detail of Map of Vicinity Philadelphia 1860.  Stone & 
Pomeroy, Philadelphia. 1860


