


Introducing

Verona, New Jersey resident

Collector of about 200 antique bikes



Editor of The Wheelmen magazine, and Captain of the NJ Division of The 
Wheelmen, a national non-profit organization with a goal of preserving 
American cycling history

thewheelmen.org

Introducing

http://www.thewheelmen.org/default.php


An active Wheelman who enjoys riding long 
distances on his high wheel bicycle from the 1880’s 

Introducing



Took part in Back in Bloomers in 
2006, by riding a high wheeler  
from Boston to New York City 

spokeswomanproductions.com

Back in Bloomers was a historical 

re-creation of the Boston-NYC leg of 

Annie Londonderry’s historic 1895 

ride around the world.  Annie is 

credited as being the first woman to 

cycle around the world.

Introducing

http://spokeswomanproductions.com/blog/2006/08/12/on-the-eve-of-bib-back-in-bloomers/


Riverton’s Victorian Day 2006

Historic Riverton Century 2014

Bill Hall, Gary Sanderson 2016

A contributor to Riverton’s 2006 
Victorian Day and the Historic 
Riverton Century in 2014 and 2016

Introducing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zN5LPenZ0k4




In 1817, German Baron Karl von Drais
invented the laufmaschine or “running 
machine” – renamed the Draisine, by 
Europeans – the forerunner of the 
modern-day bicycle.

Mount Tambora eruption 1815 PUBLIC DOMAIN

How did the massive 1815 eruption of Mount Tambora in present-day 
Indonesia that killed an estimated 10,000 people give birth to the bicycle?



George Washington at the Battle of Princeton, about 1779

How did a famous painter help popularize the draisine?



The Artist in his Museum, by 

Charles Willson Peale, 1822

Philadelphian Charles Willson
Peale (1741-1827) painted more 
than 300 portraits of prominent 
American men and women. 

Intrigued by a draisine, he viewed 
in Baltimore, he hired a 
blacksmith to build one of his 
own design and displayed it in 
his natural history museum. 

How did a famous painter help popularize the draisine?



Who first put pedals on a bicycle? Invented by Pierre Michaux in 
early 1860s (French Story).

Invented by Pierre Lallemend in 
early 1860s (American Story).

Nov. 20, 1866, 
the U.S. Patent 
Office grants   
No. 59,915,     
the first patent 
for a bicycle 
with pedals, to  
P. Lallemend and 
James Carroll. 



How did a dare-devil acrobatic troupe contribute to 
the development and promotion of the bicycle?



How did a dare-devil acrobatic troupe contribute to 
the development and promotion of the bicycle?

The Hanlon brothers of New York 
City patented a number of 
inventions in the late 1860s 
designed to improve 
velocipedes

Velocipede Mania broke out and 
continued until Spring 1869.



Why did Americans give up on velocipedes, but Europe persevered?

1870 – Americans gave up on 
the velocipede – Too much 
work when riding “outdoors”.

1871 – The French and the 
English continue development 
of the bicycle – up comes the 
Ariel and  the high wheel 
bicycle is on its way.



What role did the 1896 Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia 
play in bringing the high wheel bicycle to America?

Exhibitors were 
Digby & Roberts, 
Haynes & 
Jefferies, and 
C.D. Roberts, all 
of Coventry, 
England.

Col. Augustus A. Pope visits the Exposition

He sees bicycles in British Exhibit in Main Building.



How did a successful manufacturer of small patented 
items and tools for shoemakers come to found the 
American bicycle industry beginning in 1876?

Col. Albert A. Pope

Pope imports the English bicycles and 
sets up manufacturing of bicycles at the 
Weed Sewing Machine Co. in Hartford, 
Connecticut.



How did Col. Pope promote  bicycles?

Col. Albert A. Pope

Col. Pope began to 
manufacture Columbia 
branded bicycles.

Promoted cycling

Promoted cycling news 
magazines

Promoted amateur bicycle

Created and sponsored 
Good Roads Movement



How did the safety bicycle develop from the high wheel?

High wheel bicycles were very popular, but they 
were also very dangerous.

So, there was a massive effort to develop a 
“safe” bicycle which led to the “Safety Bicycle”; 
a safe but bone shaking hard ride.



Familiar with making 
rubber devices, John 
Dunlop developed the 
first practical 
pneumatic tire for his 
son's bicycle in 1887, 
and developed them 
for use in cycle racing.

How did a Scottish-born veterinary surgeon contribute to the 
popularity and eventual dominance of the safety bicycle?

Dunlop on a 

safety bicycle 

c.1915



Invention of safety bicycles

Invention of pneumatic tires

Design of women’s safety 
bicycle

What caused America’s 1900-1996 bicycle boom?



What were the causes of the 1890s bicycle boom?



The new 
“freedom 
machine” 
enabled 
travel out 
of the city. 

What were the causes of the 1890s bicycle boom?



Why is the bicycle known as a “freedom machine”?

The invention of the 
bicycle…

changed 
individual mobility
changed 
recreation
advanced female 
equality 
advanced 
“rational dress” 
movement
forever reshaped 
American society



Why is the bicycle known as a “freedom machine”?

The bicycle helped 
to create the “New 
Woman” of the 
late 19th century.



How did the bicycle liberate women?

Angeline Allen on the National 

Police Gazette cover, 1893

Divorcée Angeline Allen of 
Newark, N.J., drew gawkers 
when she rode a bike through 
town wearing blue corduroy 
bloomers. 

The National Police Gazette 
sensationalized the event by 
publishing this provocative 
cover in 1893.



Why is the bicycle known as a “freedom machine”?



Why is the bicycle known as a “freedom machine”?



Founded in Newport, R.I in 1880, the League of 
American Wheelmen soon became the leading 
national membership organization, reaching peak 
membership (103,000) in 1898. 

League of American Wheelmen 

L.A.W. 
CAP

PINBACKS

Palmyra Weekly News, Nov. 20, 1897, p2.Palmyra Weekly News, Oct. 16, 1897, p2

How did bicycle clubs change America’s roads?

http://www.bikeleague.org/content/mission-and-history


Bicyclists, known then as 
“wheelmen,” faced rutted 
gravel and dirt roads, and 
antagonism from horsemen, 
wagon drivers, and 
pedestrians. 

New York Times, July 30, 1894.

How did bicycle clubs change America’s roads?



The League founded and led The 
Good Roads Movement in the late 
19th century and began publishing 
Good Roads magazine in 1892.

How did bicycle clubs change America’s roads?



The League advocated for the 
improvement and safety of roads and 
highways in the United States long 
before the advent of the automobile. 

Palmyra Weekly News, Oct.9, 1897, p2.

Palmyra Weekly News, June 26, 1897

How did bicycle clubs change America’s roads?



Bicycle racing is 
the most 
important sport 
of the time.

Baseball and 
football are just 
beginning.

Top racers 
revered like 
today's top 
athletes and 
celebrities.

How important was bicycling to other sports of the time?



Race events attracted huge crowds 
of spectators.

Cyclists competed for large value 
prizes.

Col. Pope and the L.A.W. 
advocated amateurism.

The Sporting Life, Sept. 8, 1894. p11.

How important was bicycling to other sports of the time?



How did 1890s racism result in          
the  League’s exclusion of blacks?

Marshall Walter "Major" Taylor,  American cyclist, 

winner 1899 world 1-mile track cycling championship

In 1894, the L.A.W. restricted 
membership to whites, 
effectively excluding blacks.

In 1899, Taylor won the world 
championship in the 1-mile 
sprint in Montreal.

In 1999, its successor, the 
League of American Bicyclists, 
apologized for the ban.



Oddly, bicycle racing in Riverton began 
with an amateur sporting club, the 
Riverton Ball Club. 

Riverton Athletic Association organized in 
1894, and leased land from the Riverton 
Ball Club.

RAA spent $14,000 on improving grounds.

The Riverton  Ball Club 1872

How did Riverton come to build a world-class 
velodrome during the bicycle craze of the 1890s?



New York Times, June 4, 1895

1894 “…built one of the finest quarter-mile (bicycle) tracks in the world .”     
- New York Times

How did Riverton come to build a world-class 
velodrome during the bicycle craze of the 1890s?



New York Times, June 9, 1895

Stands were capable of holding nearly 3,000 people

How did Riverton come to build a world-class 
velodrome during the bicycle craze of the 1890s?



First association to race bicycles at night under electric lights

How did Riverton come to build a world-class 
velodrome during the bicycle craze of the 1890s?



What event did the New York Times bring to Riverton?

In 1895, wheelmen competed in relay teams 
to run a 150-mile race from the New York 
Times building in Manhattan to the racing 
track in Riverton, NJ. 

New York Herald, 

June 9, 1895

New York Times, 

June 4, 1895

F.M. Dampman



Alas, the glorious days of bicycle racing in Riverton were not to last.   
By 1909, unable to pay the rent on the leased land, the track was 
demolished and the land sold for housing. 

What happened to the bicycle track?

KEY : 
former site of 

Riverton’s 
bicycle track

1911
Sanborn 

Insurance map 
Sheet 12



For the the Porch Club

April 18, 2017

PowerPoint by John McCormick

Gary W. Sanderson, Captain of the NJ Division of The 

Wheelmen; Coordinator of ICHC Publications

63 Fells Road

Verona, NJ 07044-1126, USA

Email: gwsanderson@verizon.net or

wheelmangary@gmail.com

973-857-3447

mailto:gwsanderson@verizon.net?subject=ICHC_Bicycle_Papers
mailto:wheelmangary@gmail.com?subject=ICHC_Bicycle_Papers




Introducing

Carlos Rogers

Adrienne Rogers

Leo Rogers

A Riverton newcomer (via 

Adrienne Gaughan Rogers)



Introducing

L-R: Bicycle Therapy Team Photo, 

2001 Lancaster, Allentown

Former competitive cyclist 

1991-2008

PHOTOS: BICYCLE THERAPY

Masters Race 45+  2016

photos: bikerace.pics



Introducing

My goal in 2011 was to bring to 

my adopted hometown a family-

friendly Riverton venue criterium.

2014 
PHOTO: JM



criterium
noun cri·te·ri·um \krī-ˈtir-ē-əm
Definition of CRITERIUM

: a bicycle race of a specified 
number of laps on a closed 
course over public roads closed 
to normal traffic

Course considerations and design

0.8mile, 6 turn, technical flat 
and fast course through the 
center of Riverton. Completely 
residential course, smooth 
roads, spectator friendly. Race 
route runs counter-clockwise, 
Start/Finish at 4th and Main 
Streets.

by Carlos Rogers



August 2011

Secure permissions and support of borough council and county officials

by Carlos Rogers



usacycling.org

Secure USA Cycling permit

by Carlos Rogers

https://www.usacycling.org/events/getflyer.php?permit=2011-939


2016 PHOTO: JM

Earn USAC Race Director Certification

by Carlos Rogers



Legal stuff

by Carlos Rogers



2016 PHOTO: JM

Procure and manage volunteers

2014 PHOTO: JM

2015 VIDEO CAPTURE: JM

by Carlos Rogers



2016 PHOTO: JM

2011 PHOTO: LEE ROGERS

PHOTO: HRC FACEBOOK PAGE

Secure cooperation with Borough 

personnel and law enforcement

2013 PHOTO: JM

by Carlos Rogers



Sponsorship solicitation

by Carlos Rogers



Social media: Website: 

rivertoncriterium.com

by Carlos Rogers

http://rivertoncriterium.com/


Social media: Instagram: 

instagram.com/historic_riverton_criterium

by Carlos Rogers

https://www.instagram.com/historic_riverton_criterium/


Social media: Facebook: 

facebook.com/historicrivertoncriterium

by Carlos Rogers

https://www.facebook.com/historicrivertoncriterium/?fref=ts


Staging equipment and tech

2012 PHOTO: JM

2012 VIDEO CAPTURE: JM

2012 PHOTO: JM

2012 VIDEO CAPTURE: JM

by Carlos Rogers



USAC officials

2013 PHOTO: JM 2014 PHOTO: JM

2014 PHOTO: JM2013 PHOTO: JM

by Carlos Rogers



Signage

2014 PHOTO: JM 2015 PHOTO: JM

2016 PHOTO: JM 2016 PHOTO: JM

by Carlos Rogers



$3,000 Cash Purse, Cash Primes, Awards!

2015 PHOTO: JM

2012 PHOTO: JM 2013 PHOTO: JM

2015 PHOTO: JM

by Carlos Rogers



Neutral Support

2014 PHOTO: JM2012 PHOTO: JM 2013 PHOTO: JM

by Carlos Rogers



The criterium format is exciting for spectators

2014 PHOTO: JM

The criterium
is the most 
popular form    
of competitive 
road cycling      
in the US.

It brings the 
thrill of high-
speed racing to 
Main Street USA 
where the action 
unfolds to 
within feet of 
spectators.

by Carlos Rogers



2013 PHOTO: JM

Winning requires a mix of good technical skills 

Here comes 

the field!

AKA 

the“peloton,” 

the “group,” 

or

the “bunch”

by Carlos Rogers



Winning requires a mix of good technical skills 

Fourth & Fulton, 2012 PHOTO: JM

Cornering 

by Carlos Rogers



Winning requires a mix of good technical skills 

2011 PHOTO: LEE ROGERS

Accordion 

Effect

by Carlos Rogers



Winning requires a mix of good technical skills 

PHOTO: LEE ROGERS

The Break Away

by Carlos Rogers



Winning requires a mix of good technical skills 

2011 PHOTO: LEE ROGERS

Attacking

by Carlos Rogers



Winning requires a mix of good technical skills 

PHOTO: LEE ROGERS

The last lap

by Carlos Rogers



Charitable contributions

Since 2011, the non-profit 

Historic Riverton Criterium 

has been committed to 

supporting Riverton and its 

surrounding communities.

Contributions since 2011

• Pal/Riv Athletic Assn.

• Riverton Fire Co.

• Riverton Free Library

• Riverton Memorial Park

• Shade Tree Board

• Historical Society of 

Riverton

• Christ Episcopal Church

• Riverton Public School PTO

• Police Unity Bike Tour

• Bike MS

• Palermo Children’s 

Education Trust

• Palmyra Ambulance Assn.

For 2017, the HRC is excited 

to help out the Tri-Boro

Bread of Life Food Pantry

by Carlos Rogers



Merch

by Carlos Rogers



Carlos Rogers
501 4th Street
Riverton, NJ 08077
Email: carlos.rogers@hotmail.com 
Phone (215) 287-0190 
For the Porch Club April 18, 2017
PowerPoint by John McCormick

mailto:carlos.rogers@hotmail.com




Cynergy is a road cycling club that represents riders
from the South Jersey area. Our name is based on Synergy (noun, plural 
synergies: the interaction of elements that when combined produce a 
total effect that is greater than the sum of the individual elements, 
contributions, etc.; synergism.)

Our Mission Statement:

The mission of Cynergy Cycling 
is to create a fun, safe and 
supportive environment for 
cyclists; to advocate on our 
sport’s behalf and to 
collaborate with our 
communities to foster an 
equitable road environment. 



June 10

Organized Club Ride  8am - 11:00am (Open to non-members)

Distances: 15 miles, 30 miles, 35 miles, 45 miles, 55 miles

Lunch - 11:30am - 1:30PM

Kids Bike Safety Training “Bike Rodeo”  2:00PM - 4:00PM

The Bike Rodeo is designed to teach foundational skills that 

can help kids ride safer.   

Community Ride  4:00PM - 5:15PM



Help Your Kids Ride with More Confidence.

start & stop

look behind

be visible to cars

Participants will 
learn how to safely :



Participants also will learn how to…

go around 

obstacles

exit driveways

cross intersections



The Bike Rodeo…

…features age 
appropriate stations 
that kids progress 
through under the 
supervision of adult 
volunteers.



For the the Porch Club

April 18, 2017

PowerPoint by John McCormick

Cynergy Cycling Club

Email: cynergycycling@gmail.com

Website: cynergycycling.com/

Facebook: facebook.com/cynergycycling/

mailto:cynergycycling@gmail.com
http://cynergycycling.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cynergycycling/
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