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Our team first . . .

checkedwiththe HIStOry sleuths uncover Library history
usual‘suspects: Researchers investigate primary and secondary sources to verify facts for a historical marker
eBett

Médya hl eds - ,
1984 y o VYe El\terg)rp Fiee, Liprgry Association celebrates itsvned the property for more than a century.
in Gasliaht News 119th anniversary January 12. In vetting backBecause the property changed hands so long

eBi l | Wa s AU g)rta Bistoged marker planned for 306ago, there was likewise no recordoning-
Historic Riverton: Main, two researchers had two geplgsent- t on County Cl| e Theynsxt De e
Notable Architec- ing facts and detailing their research processtwoe nt t o t he Burl ington
ture, People and help other history sleuths. in Mount Holly to find
55533775 i B ' A labyrinthine search of volumes there led to
eRivertonl the most current Library deed (Book 430, p.
1999\ ational 121) dated 4 Feb 1908,
Register of Histo. almost 110 years ago.
Places Registra- § The deed shows Sarah
tion Form N Morris Ogden (6 Nov &
e History of 306 18318 30 Jul 1912) sold
Mainby BBH her property for $1.00 tc o
¢ 1999 Riverton 4th the RFLA with the stipu el
of July Program ‘ wr e i lation that the building b "N\”’\

~ 1 - e ¥ B L N \
*RFLO ISSiKyW Betail of a scan of undated postcard provided by Nick Mortgu named 0 Th _e ‘\ QA

age. Ogden Memorial Build- /
But this case called n this collaboration between the Historical ing of the Riverton Free ~
for a deep dig into Society of Riverton (HSR) and Riverton FreeL i br ar y As s Edeaidd.Oddenn 6 a
primary sources. Library Association (RFLA) each agreed to  her late husband, and ~ ~//adelphia inquirer,

: - 89512-08

work together to research and fund the markeRi ver t ond s ]f I'rst mayor .
HSR member Pat Smith Solin, a former mem-

ber of the RFLA Executive Board and Roger 11 9ame was afoot.

Prichard, an enthusiastic, leige history buff oy duo used eagyp-use Imagesync software
and sophomore HSR Board member, volun- on computers there to trace ownership back-
teered to collaborate on researching and de- y5/g through several deed books. Then, after
signing a library marker, much like the ones finding three previous owners, the chain was

recently installed to commemorate the Clothigfoken because that deed does not list the in-

A review of available sources for clues soon Iggl1863, Anna Senat bought the property
to a deed search for corroboration. through a Sheriffoés Sal

IN this iISSUe A complete deed search with names and date&/llits evidently had defaulted on his mort- |
of owners opens up a world of research possid @ 9 € - However, Wi llitc:

H%SE%E,:JIR%S bilities for it tells which volume and page rec- th€ information for the previous deed, which
PaTRICIBMITHSoLIN 1 ords the previous deed and shows the chain gfésented an impasse.

PRESIDENASITS ownershlp_ through time. However, that prove@onsulting the Granteand Grantee Index,

RVERTON problematic. which lists all the sellers and buyers alphabeti-

- SUSANDECHNIK 3 A check of RFLA files yielded no deed, but cally turned up a listing for Alfonso Willits as a

MISCELLANY that was not surprising since the Library has
-JoHNVIcCorRmIcK 4 SeeLIBRARY HIST@RY
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ilbuyer in a

\ | mprovement
[Q 5 | ] This just had to be our transaction, and itdvaj|
ql‘ 2 EE H

Willits (11 Oct 182D

4P Mar 4R vask t on
olprful character. A
Presbyterian minister

and popular orator on
hetlycelire dreuit, bed a 'y 0 ¢
as known as o
|l e of Sunshin
a friend ofHenry Ward
Beecherprominent

lergyman, abolitionist

nd social reformer,

Clerkos Public Library Digital and traveled the countr
would take a trek to th§o Whay\(l:ou?d onetthen Iearn about this little collections, 06 Nov 19 %Ilverlng hundreds of y

third floor of cottage? Armed with names of the owners ang1 otivational lectures each vear.
50Rancocas Rqad their transaction dates they used ancestry.com, y

across from the countyiewspapers.com and Google to research moe late 1862, 306 Main Street underwent fore-
administration buildingy,out the people themselves. closure and sold at

which houses tieun
Cl er k tofind O?IAfterRl@erton Improvement Company (the 1863, Anna Barnes Senat (23 Jul 1528

transacti
Company 9|

bt he | ot description

sl 306 Main Street. A subdivision of the origina
While the prellmlnary Joseph Lippincott farm, which the founders g
search for Library deed$verton had bought in 1851, carved out the
started online with the|ije |ot for 306 Main Street. As far as Rivertd

Zugggrsﬁ%gr!g%EIeCtrié;er?rzzemed, they had reached the Beginnin

Burlington County

Sh

Cl

them. Mar 186 boughtth otta efrom the Sheyiff
Here another time when® " Quaker:s general ! ﬁ)r$ 3g gk\lﬂéé ?ﬁ
searchmgforadeed?ounderSO) acquired ttOS fal

her own home, Mrs. 1n 1851, they sold off lots to individuals.

S o | Rese@rsh Your Very likely Riverton Improvement Company
Houspage on river- (RICo.) built the cottage that became the
tonhistory.com serves|agrary on speculation to sell.

a handy tutorial for th
Tﬂnrun su.ls OR RENT-A conmu. at

It appears that she moved into it almost imme-
diately along with her son George L. Senat (25
Jan 1818 2 Dec 1898).Just one month later,
though, Anna died, leaving no will.

George ultimately came into possession of it
and continued to live in this little cottage the
rest of his life , a total of over 30 years. The
lifelong bachelor was a popular flgure in
Riverton, § T
familiarly

OldRiverton Sanborn Insurz ) — known
ance Marshow how the Searching newspapers.com, resulted in a hit through-

process. iverton. N The p'an is that of design 3d
Dowpin a “Country Houses,'' ocalled the
"'lynmtnoal raocketed Cncun," with improve
ments, Price §300), Kent §'80
Kiverton is very accessibie to business men, being
hut pine miles distant, und tboro bouu dai y five
lines of comw munioation b
Apvly mmwscw BIER MNor’h FIFTH
Btreet, (r JONATHAN Al,lbll TAWALNUT
buoe mv‘l Il'i'

6

town has evolved. The 1960N 0 Cal eb Cl ot hi er 6 ounthet ch
map(Sheet Zepicts 306 appeared in thé&hiladelphia Public Ledger ~ Borough

Main before it was the Librarjay 1853:
According to the ma
the frame dwelling had a sBack then,

or tin roof on the emtery  Caleb Clothier
sections and a shingle roofyis the Presi-
the 1 story main section. dent of RICo.,

according
to his obi- .
tuary as  scan of photo owned by Nancy and Bill Halll.
oUncl®ption reads, oUncl ¢
Geor giengb room of present |

05 K ex%s.mn 111

) o and the book Directories listed George as an importer of
SN “T o, referred to in owhite goodso6 (linens)
gﬁg gl © S the ad isA. J. Chestnut

= Downi ng Street
The 1919 map of R'Ve”O”Coum‘/’]jHou L between [
S:;"ﬁnhgég? %‘;‘dg&l’s ';'he;"’ &% an influential pattern book publishedin 2nd and
building in its next incarnal850- ((Zjan thelge be any doubtI ttltatI bwldegs 3rd Stst
tion as Riverton Free leréers e oDesign ’ y mme

Cottageé for our Li bWy
RSN the busi- | {

Find out more about RFAS recorded in Deed Book F6, p. 154, Caleb ness part-
history, programs and eveitothier signed the deed on behalf of RICo.

onFacebooand on
rivertonfreelibrary.org.

transferring property to Alfonso A. Willits on Ellison

5 Jul 1854. Th&everend Alphonso Albert

ithographded
Perot and Co. fr@nhnestnut Street East of
Thirdl 857
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Perot, brother of Sarah Morris Perot Ogden, who figures I over a century of ownership, the RFLA has lovingly
prominently in the cott ag &g&orydmprovedthpegipgg Hlegricity rgplacgd ¢4 ¢ 13 ¢ o
tween the Senat and the Perot/Ogden families spanned asiashg its in 1922, and telephone service followed mn 1969.

least 35 years. The Children’s Room addition in 1958 and the large

aduli/fiction room m 1992 expanded the building’s space.
A computer gave access to books of other libraries in
1991. The first public access computer came in 1993;
Internet for patrons followed in 1996, and adoption of
technology has proliferated since becoming a branch of
Burlington County Library mn 2003. RFL remains an mde-
Ipendendlibraty @réllomiantly funded by private sources.

After George Senat died in his
home at the age of 81 in Decem
of 1898, his niece Mary W. Senat
(19 Dec 184% 4 Mar 1931) inher|
ited the cottage, lot, and furnitur
according to G
23 Aug 1890. The 1900 Census
shows the house rented to a wid-
owed lithographer named Victor
Bertram. Mary Senat sold the cat-
tage on 11 Oct 1907, for $3,750 gy
the aforementioned Sarah MorrisOgdens in AmefiCharles  Perhaps the most critical factors enabling our unique
Perot Ogden (Deed Book 426, p.Burr OgdeGharles Smith
134) who purchased it to donate fégden, J.B. Lippincott,
the fledgling Riverton Free Library898. p.148.
Association as its permanent home.

Such periodical facelifts, upgrades, and renovations have
helped the venerable Victorian building remain a treas-
ured landmark and vital asset in the community it has so
diligently served for over a century.

not-for-profit volunteer association to thrive and adapt to
needs of the public in the 21st century are the faithful
stewardship ol its dedicated stall of librarians, volunteers,
and trustees and officers of the RFLA, plus passionate

The organization was the result of a parlor meeting support by countless donors, friends, individuals, and

called for byRev. R. Bowden Shepheheéld in January Organzations. %

T W GG &2 1899. Formally - MR. ROGER PRICHARD & MRS. PATRICIA SMITH SOLIN @
' g L7 Q” organized at a larger )

eeting held later at
he Lyccum, the
Association began
eibwith a collection ol

- — . ome 800 books
Lyceum undated photo - oused 1n the
HSR Archive Accession # 86.06.02 | XRIas M| NG
Christ Church.
Incorporated in 1906, the RFLLA took ownership of the
cottage m 1908, a gift of Mrs. Ogden who had been a
founding member and served on its Board.

President Visits Riverton the turbulent years before and during World War I.

There was strong reluctance to engage in "Europe's War"
Presenter Neill Hartley channeled Woodrow Wilson for an : . . .
appreciative public at November HSR meeting by America and Wilson pledged neutrality. Submarine

warfare by Germany and intrigue involving the Mexican

Ambassador and a plan to form an alliance between Mexi-
At the ; ,
Novem- €O and Germany finally forced Wilson to ask Congress to
ber 16, declare war on Germany.
2017 It would be in Wilson's words, "... a war to end all wars"
meeting  that would "make the world safe for democracy."
Of_ the_ After WWI, Wilson championed the formation of The
Historical

League of Nations, although the United States was never a

Woodrow Wilson is one of eightaanshows that Mr. H i ;
g agociety of part of it.

ley performs for grolidGE CREDIT: Susan DeChnikRiverton
Neill Hartley becamaNoodrow Wilson as he presented hisA lively question and answer discussion followed the mem-
program OWoodrow Wil son am®@blepR#Eamcr eat War.é Quoting
from Wilson's speeches and newspaper articles of the time - MRs. SUSAN DECHNIK @
Hartley dramatically gave a historical picture of America in
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