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RIVERTON from B1 
change. 

"Breweries are a great tool in 
the toolbox of economic develop­
ment," says Jason Carty of Lum­
berton, who until recently served 
as executive director of the Gar­
den State Craft Brewers Guild. 

"Economic development, bev­
erage tourism, and jobs go hand 
in hand in helping small busi­
ness districts reinvent them­
selves. People who would never 
set foot in Merchantville or Pit­
man are stopping there because 
of the breweries." 

In Collingswood, the dry repu­
tation once was such that resi­
dents believed in the urban leg­
end that booze had been forever 
forbidden by the founders of 
Knight Park. The park would be­
come private if alcohol was sold 
in town, or so the story went. 

But restaurants inviting pa­
trons to BYOB have made the 
Camden County borough a din­
ing destination, and Mayor Jim 
Maley says the new downtown 
brewery "has added an amenity 
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. . . without any detriment." 
In Pitman, a Gloucester Coun­

ty community that developed 
around a Methodist camp meet­
ing more than a century ago, vot­
ers in 2016 approved the issu­
ance of up to three liquor licens­
es. The borough expects to take 
bids sometime this year. 

"The vote was 2-1 in favor, the 
reverse of what it had been in 
2007," Mayor Russ Johnson says. 

"The change happened slowly, 
starting with [restaurant sales of 
local wines], and then came the 
breweries," he says. "People got 
used to alcohol being sold in our 
town. And I think the demograph­
ics have changed." 

Ocean City, meanwhile, re­
mains a proud outlier. 

"We did have a public ballot 
initiative in 2012 to allow BYOBs, 
and it was rejected by a 2-1 mar­
gin," says city spokesman Doug 
Bergen. 

"Our motto is 'America's great­
est family resort,' " Bergen 
notes. "By and large, residents 
and visitors don't want to see 
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that change." 
Visiting Riverton one sunny af­

ternoon last week, I meet Wells 
and Bianchini in the cottagelike 
borough hall on Howard Street. 
It's less than a block from the 
borough's commercial heart at 
Broad and Main Streets, where 
RiverLine trains stop. 

A tiny shopping center on 
South Broad Street, where suc­
cessive restaurants have strug­
gled to attract customers, was 
added to the zoning amendment 
as the second business district in 
town where a brewery could be 
allowed, Wells says. 
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She takes pains to emphasize 
that any such business would be 
a limited operation and would 
sell neither food nor alcoholic 
beverages other than beer 
brewed on the premises. Local 
restaurants could deliver food to 
the brewery, however. 

"I think it's a great idea," says 
Janet Williams from behind the 
counter at the Orange Blossom 
bakery and cafe, which she accu­
rately describes as a "local hub 
and gathering place" in Riverton. 

"Anything that brings people 
into the town is wonderful." 

Riverton seems to be taking 
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Bertha Lopez is 
owner and operator 
of Juanita's Mexican 
Cuisine on Howard 
Street. Though any 
brewery in Riverton 
would not be allowed 
to serve food or 
other alcohol, 
restaurants could 
deliver food to the 
brewery. 
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the prospect in stride. 
"I'm a bit of a traditionalist," 

Wells says. 
Noting that only two residents 

spoke out against the Borough 
Council's decision at the Decem­
ber meeting, the mayor adds: 
"My initial reaction was, 'Ooh ... 
a brew in Riverton?' But as I 
learned more about it, I came to 
embrace the idea." 

Although neither a drinking 
nor a betting man, I think River­
ton will as well. 
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