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Historic riverfront mansion undergoes facelift

Decades of neglect to the exterior had undermined the safety and comfort of the residence

Thanks to its f a- ade Aphisicignrsiareed coidteuntionsolthheveai-n i a
serpentine, there may have been no more  dence in the early 1850s, but was unable to
recognizable home on the riverbank than the financially carry the burden of the house. The
Civil War placed the project on hold. The Bid-
dle family entered at some point. Rumor has it
that Mrs. Biddle would not move into the man-
sion unless the builder changed the exterior
from brown to green.

Incorporated 1978

,\RA'_ES:BEE'E Cor. Bank ar';gé_tely mansion a(_)7 Bapk Avenueriginally
Lippincott Aves., Rivertonpuilt for Charles Miller Biddleson of one of
New Jersey, 10 miles frong ; n A :
Philadelphia Rivertonfys
"The most notable residerf@Inders. i
of Riverton, pictgresquelySerpentme hIaS;'v
situate on .t Y
Philadelphia and notable Philadelpf disfinctié
ans New Yorking1902. pg. 92 pattern and

In the 1970s, someone
tried to apply stucco to
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que

ar:
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color, reminis- §
cent of snake- |
skin. However
its outward

the building, perhaps to
cover the deteriorating
stone or to,.
look of the mansion. :

q? charm con-
¥ cealed an un-

They roughed up the

2d U1e e D . ; ; stone hoping the stuccaog
U AUEIS _ solarium at 207 Bank Ave. :
0 | 70‘_ o[<]e0 derlying prob ﬁr?daatgdu I-rlgRaarchiveph(gcr)] ve would adhere to the storf®
& downtalllof ik butit did not, and the ~ I8
S T - ened the very survival of the structure. In the process only contributed®!
BRI A 4! 1ollowing personal accouMrs. Helen to further deterioration. ™ ma
Wi s Al ughesoutlines the process that led to the .ot oo oo tower before the 1978
UELE = d matic change he mafda ioo Weﬁ firgingtideptrayed it g 6 s
¥ (i ¢ T ama ge s BHA fegldciPand aflatkeHOrdT icnker Ratinsth 9
Ve i 4y Sxterior over the past yeaiMc, Editor of maintenance through the years had caused
C f-’, > ‘,ﬁ i DR the stone slabs to become paibén, flake,
O W . .
My % | n 2007 Preservation New Jersigcried ~ @nd turm to sand.
: , the mansi onds 0cur Oeercduld dnadaiast extérioravalls anctliper- -
DA, tuded and dn &oseEh- i tlly sea intd theshouse! Wind, cold, and water
f;gg{ié‘"v‘:‘:f;g: dangered Historic Sites in New Jerseyir- leaked right through the walls. On rainy days, |

chased this diamord-therough in 20128ee sat in my library and watched the water stream
| GN #149, and immediately underto@ikten-  across the floor. The structure of the house
@ sive renovationf®r which the Historical Socie- had become compromised.

Ly ﬁfFlz?_lve:tonF:ecogmzte_rd ‘“f\“mngp Ile()llcflam ~ Water intrusion was causing the entire front
€1l Klverion Freservation Aw . wall of the house to pull away from the rest of

By 2017, however, the once splendid stone the house, and eventually, it was going to fall.
fa-ade had so ser i ou3Heuyniqdegteen sarpentire that Had soHoag
grand old dame of the riverbank was in characterized the mansion was now becoming
desperate need of a facelift. How to safely  the downfall of the house. Although | loved
stabilize the hazardous stone, and stop waterthe look of it, | was determined to examine all

postcard
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In this issue
RVERFRORACELIFT
-MRS HLENUGHES 1

HARRIETUBMAN

1

ARBORDA ) : .

VALERIST\I‘LL 3 wind, and cold weather from permeating the options to save my home.

STEAMBOARNDING house proved to be an agonizing decision. Masonry work has been in my family for gener-
MARKER That distinctive green serpentine stone clad- ations. | am well aware of stone, what it takes
-RoceRrIcHARD 4 ding was actually not part of the original plan. SeeMANSIOdh 2



https://www.google.com/maps/place/207+Bank+Ave,+Riverton,+NJ+08077/@40.0135648,-75.0208545,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x89c6b5af29a06559:0x8e871e0d9e61a067!2s207+Bank+Ave,+Riverton,+NJ+08077!3b1!8m2!3d40.0131975!4d-75.0207952!3m4!1s0x89c6b5af29a06559:0x8e871
https://books.google.com/books?id=xAI9AAAAYAAJ&pg=RA9-PA205&dq=charles+miller+biddle&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjS0r3YoL_aAhXim-AKHelRArQQ6AEIJzAA#v=onepage&q=charles%20miller%20biddle&f=false
https://www.preservationnj.org/listings/the-biddle-mansion/
https://www.preservationnj.org/ten-most-endangered/10most-2007/
https://www.preservationnj.org/ten-most-endangered/10most-2007/
https://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/149_Gaslight_News_Oct12.pdf
https://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/149_Gaslight_News_Oct12.pdf
https://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/The-Biddle-Mansion.pdf
https://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/The-Biddle-Mansion.pdf
https://rivertonhistory.com/2014/06/historic-preservation-awards-debut-at-april-2014-hsr-meeting/
https://rivertonhistory.com/2014/06/historic-preservation-awards-debut-at-april-2014-hsr-meeting/
https://rivertonhistory.com/2014/01/a-new-years-potpourri/biddle-mansion-m-robinson_0011600x2400/
https://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Charles-Miller-Biddle-Residence-207-Bank-Ave.-Riverton-NJ-brynmawr.edu_.jpg
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/digital/collections/cul/texts/ldpd_9340120_000/ldpd_9340120_000.pdf
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/digital/collections/cul/texts/ldpd_9340120_000/ldpd_9340120_000.pdf
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MANSIOixbm 1 we touched crumbled under our fingertips; layers of stone

to keep it in place, and the hazards that occur when ma-and mortar reduced to sand.

sonry work fails. Over the last six years, | have relentless\yost people will fortunately never know what goes in to
researched how to preserve serpentine stone. | visited restoring an old home, let alone a-@ieil War riverfront
buildings with the same mineral. Experts at the Universitynansion. On a subsequent visit, Helen walked us through
of Pennsylvania told me that masons cut their stone into the converted first floor apartment, told us about the
blocks, not slabs. Blocks are hardy and can withstand théenovation and preservation efforts previously taken, and

wear and tear of the climate and time. | consulted count-we saw firdtand how well cared for the property was.

less construction people who told me that one could only
On paper, our scope of work was simple: wire lath and
see this kind of construction in Europe. Contractors

: tucco the exterior. We scaffolded the entire building,
'°V.ed the plac_e, bu_t confessed that they would be in 0Vefemoved the loosest stone, and installed over 7,000 square
their heads with this project.

_ feet of wire latffom Kulp, an engineer ?MH Associ-
The consensus was that sealing the stone to stop the onates, Inc.determined that window surrounds had pulled
going deterioration was the best option. | tried two differ-a way from the structure, r e
ent sealers in two different areas. One area in the back back to the framing with various ties and epoxies.
failed almost immediately; a stronger sealer tested on th%

: : ver the wire, Workers aprolhed scrgt h ar](d brown coats
covered porch failed wi LA ¥| EB one

continued to crumble, granulate, and fall. Bottomalne more uneven aFr?sg%frtzi \t/vC;CII§1080|Lrjlce t%r?\rlna ttheCBrl]ddIeme t
one cannot seal sand. P g

Mansion into a misshapen, p
In a perfect world, | would remove the old stone, we matched Parex acrylic stucco to an old Manning Flexlite
purchase replacement material, establish a new founda-color, Pewter, and textured it to mimic anfakhioned
tion to bear the weight, rebuild the underlying brick wall, stucco lace texture.
and install the new stone thygas stories up on a

10,000 square foot house. The project spanned six months, three seasons, afforded

o some amazing views of the Delaware, and required more
| would have done so had the New Jersey Historical  than one person to overcome a fear of heights. We hope
Society or some preservation organization helped with  our work will enable this beautiful, grand residence to re-

funding, but instead, the expense fell entirely to me. main a home for generations to come.
Yet, the unsafe crumbling and indoor waterworks The Biddle Mansion now has a wonderful new exterior. For
demanded that | do something, and soon! those of you who mourn the green serpentlne you have my

Stucco proved to be the only feasible and affordable deepest sympathy. |
solution. The challenge would be to find someone with 100 went through a

the enthusiasm, skill set, and guts to tackle the job. ~ Period of loss and
. . . grieving. Yet, every
Caroline Slimand her crew frordames R. Slim Plaster- {jme it rains, | can

ingagreed to tackle the intimidating task. NOW enjoy my rooms

Caroline Slim explainsé withoutpullingmy
furniture away from
the walls. When | sit}
on the porch, nothin
falls on my head.
Fioors do not shake ™% .
Bid

as hard When a PHOTO: Roger Prlchard

or deast etr strikes, and
3 do'hét lie theéd worrylr?g about which direction my front
wall may fall. I will not lie. It feels so good to be home.

On a brutally cold, windy day in early 2017, we met
with general contractdim Godwirof JFG Construc-
tion to look at the wellnown and welbved Biddle
Mansion. From a distance, it was an |mposmg and el
gant mansion clad in green serpe~
tine; up close, however, what ma=—s
the fa-ade trull®
mystery of how any of it remaine{ g

Beige concrete patches marred t £
multi-toned green walls. Voids
around windows and corners
caused leaks and drafts.

And to all you lamenters and second-guessers, naysayers and
would-be stonemasons, I say, “Dilly, Dilly.”*

*Dilly-Dilly: Bud Light coined }
the catchphrase "Dilly D|IIy MRs. HELEN HUGHES v

It has varlously been
defined as "a sort of

Spalling and a previously botche s

stucco job took this well beyond aWOtr>k| IS Uﬂerway B dioval form of ‘cheers
simple repair. That day every storﬁ*&”' ize the exterior, g oa wor d

PHOTO: Roger Prichard approval of

I
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Dr. Daisy Century portrays Underground Railroad
conductor Harriet Tubman at RFL April 25 at 7pm

On Wednesday, April 25, at 7pidr. Daisy Centurprings her ongvoman historical ‘

interpretation oHarriet Tubmanto Riverton Free Library. Dr. Century considers Tubr

her role model, someone who encouraged her to put others first and to lead by exaél
'y

Tubman, who rescued more than seventy slaves using the Underground Railroad
a woman who found freedom for herself and then made sure others were brought t:"‘ 48
dom.Centuryds Harriet Tubman takes eacl‘ :

Since 1999, Dr. Century has appeared in venues that include the National Defense
zation, Belmont Mansion, National Archives, Sojourner Truth House, Theodore Roc
National Historic Site, the Helicopter Museum, and numerous schools, libraries, mu
and hustoric sites throughout New Jersey. The HSR is privileged to bring her to our audience. |

0 excerpted fronittp://ahtheatre.org/america/actor_historians/dassiury, g* » -l;'

Arbor Day event marks Riverton’s 30th year as Tree City

The Borough of Rivertomvas selected to host an Arbor  economic benefits to your community.

Day celebration at Riverton Memorial Park on Friday, Rlverton has onderfuII active and %n%atqeﬁl Shade

April 27, at 10: 00 ymanastao é’%t?Fd oy &R S
Tree City USA and to celebrate its accomplishments in Iee BOald, ehiaire €

working to develop a sustainable urban forest canopy ~ Please join in celebratlng the
through diversity. tremendous benefits that trees

provide each day along with lo
and area arbor experts. Tree

$lantings around town, educa-
tional programs, in concert witl

The NJ Urban & Community Forestry Program (NJUCF)
will partner with the Borough of Riverton, the New Jerse
Tree Foundation, and Riverton School to recognize that

anniversary by planting thirty (30) trees throughout the musical performances by stu- TY .
Borough. dents from Riverton Public TREE CITY USA

Ri vertonds urban and c¢ o mm8chadoltwyl rodind cutehre cetepratipnr ogr am 1 s &
beacon for communities statewide demonstrating how a - excerpted from

diverse urban forest can provide environmental, social, andyww.rivertomj.com/arborday2018in-iverton/

A family Iegacy sti“ el'ldlll'eS nominee to the Women's Basketball Hall of Fame.

Valerie Still imparted stories of her women’s hoops career as
well as those of her accomplished Still Family ancestors

After retiring from basketball, Valerie
undertook to discover more of her Still
Family heritage. Her cousGaroline
Valerie Stilchronicled her own life  Still Wiley Andersorwas one of the
story at the February meeting of the first female African American doctors
Society, recounting her legendary in Philadelphia.Dr. James Stjlher
career as a women's basketball playegreagreagrandfather, born to former o
as well as describing the impressive slaves, was a New Jersey physician . james stil

legacy left by her Still Family fore- known as o0The Bl ack Doctor
bears. P i n eHsr.gréagreaigranduncldVilliam Stillis known

as the Father of the Underground Railroad.

Ms. Still continues to hold the
title of alitime leading scorer and ~ Valerie tells her story in a memo#P/aying Black and

Valerie Still remains the Pé'bounder (men or women) at the Blue; Still / RiseRiverton Free Library will host a book

}{gﬁtfcak‘;'gggr’g,;‘fgéw University of KentuckyFor years  signing on Tuesday, May 1 at 7:00 pm.

CREDITww.kentucky.coshe played in the American Basket- -MRS SJSANDECHNIK;@
ball Women's League, and is a .



http://www.burlingtoncountytimes.com/news/20180412/palmyra-basketball-pioneer-valerie-still-releases-memoir
http://www.burlingtoncountytimes.com/news/20180412/palmyra-basketball-pioneer-valerie-still-releases-memoir
https://rivertonhistory.com/tag/barry-emens/
http://www.riverton-nj.com/arbor-day-2018-in-riverton/
http://ahtheatre.org/america/actor_historians/daisy-century

They sometimes break or become inactive.
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF RIVERTON

Ste am bo at RIVERTON STEAMBOAT LANDING Ims on Bori)ligh I}_)Irs‘oIi)erty,land lRivoE:I’[ol? B(l)rough Council gracious-
. y permitted the HSR to plant the marker there.
Landing

Marker

Roger Prichard,
point man for the
Historical Marker
Program, tells how
teamwork, research,
design principles,

and a bit of luck led  Rijyerton Steamboat Lan ing Historical MarK@ére timetable and freight bill are images I saved from eBay when 1

Open thigs a PDF file on rivertonhistory.com and kllleftighlightechderlined terntisk to more conten%

Paul Schopp was key, of course, in supplying information, fact-
checking, and the fine scan of his print of "Riverton Landing, 9
Miles from Philadelphia" woodcut.

Becky Ratcliff took the fine modern photo of the boats with the
colorful spinnakers.

The blue vignette is a detail from the Otto Kohler "Birds Eye View
of Riverton - 1890", which I scanned years ago.

to its completion ('See a larger resolution imagedenhistory.com.) a5 unsuccessful in bidding on them.

I modeled this marker after Bob Foster’s wonderful design for the Newspapers.com supplied the newspaper clippings. The one
Smiths' Caleb Clothier House at 503 Bank Avenue. Larger and looking for contractors to build the wharf was serendipitous - I was
mtended for a more open area, this one needed eye-catching looking for variants of "Daniel Leeds Miller, Jr.", the principal
graphics to engage viewers from a distance. The big steamboat im- founder of the town and the man who built my house.

age and addition of sub-headings invite passersby to draw closer.

Bill Brown and John Laverty

1d much of the heavy digging,
oncrete mixing, etc. Phyllis
odgers found a company named
viroSigns to make the markers.
e've been very pleased with their
ervice and the quality of both the
anel itself and the heavy powder-
oated aluminum stand.

Nick Mortgu referred us to the long sought after original steamboat
print that that spawned all of the reproductions made over the
years. The detailed print, about 15"x 20", hangs in Barbara Lip-
pincott Martin's hallway at 501 Bank (the Dillwyn Parrish House).

The Riverton Steamboat Landing Foundation had considered
locations, but the only obvious place was the RYC parking lot,
which is full of cars and boats and has awful sightlines. It dawned
on me that it might work well to be where the photographer stood, . 4
¢1905, to take this most famous of our photos. I walked around RIVE - : - RDGEPRK:HARD@

. . . . . A Dec. 2017 -R: Roger Prichard, Bill
with a copy of the photo until I got the perspective right. Luckily, it Brown, John Laverty

Visit the growing HSR websitenat t p : / / r i v e r t fonihformation regardingevents, past issuéastight News
membership information, |inks to Riverton School 6emde vlert o

Readers: Mrs. Helen Hughes outlinesthel | Mo r e Ve t g Bystoripgign tye Marker
process that led to the dramatic change Sne\ames of these veterans will belin- ogra eport

made to the Biddle Mansion exterior overl [ i5iied on the R|vert ‘ﬁm) This m is OV, alongwo
the past year. See @i Hé& Rl Ghday, %Qy P falrk s | p'lade vho @rSorder, afid
presentation, and blurbs for upcoming 2018 at 10:140: 30 am. " the research for the next two is mogtly

Harriet Tubman and Arbor Day events. William J Bohl ey mplete), At
- : ' h first two have produced lots [of
william J. BSMCey Eltlve reaction.Both are on Bank

. Brian R. BW&IBIMEY S rA e. - the Caleb Clothier Houseat
G&S“ghﬁ NeWS Brian R. BoYBMEy J r5(\)/3 Bank and theRiverton Steamf

is a publication of the Historical Society of RiverffohP a u | V. B e sI i mr nyboat Landingn the grass at the fopt
: : . . of Penn St.
and is published four times per year. Jerry E. HerSdr iNak{sy )

o o o . . The two on order are for thRiver-

RSO XA X Any current or former resident of the ton Free LibranandRiverton Public
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF RIVERTON Borough, who served on active duty in - g¢chool Look for a May installation.
Post Office Box # 112 the Anped F'orct':s'of the US durn'lg a Finally, HSR member Mike Kearndy
Riverton, Nb8o77 time of lwar’dls ehgflblﬁ/fo ha‘felﬂﬁlr signed on for a marker for his t}o
6092208040 -y hame placed on the Memorial. Names |y 5nartiegithe Robert Biddle Housé

are added on Memorial Day & Veter- at 309 Bank and thilliam Parrish
o ) ans Day. House at 311. Roger Prichardis

William C. Brown  President To verify eligibility, you must presenta | working withCo | i n Qaial f el |
Pat Brunker Treasurer copy of your discharge papers (DD- research and is close to starting [the
Susan Dechnik Publicity 214) or a copy of your military orders. | design layoutLook for these in early

Drop off at the Borough Hall, in care summer.
of Bill Brown or Bob Smyth. Bill can Special thanks again @arlos Rogers
be contacted at 856-303-8513 or and theHistoric Riverton Criterium

William McDermott Membership
John McCormick  Editor, Website
E-mail/Web: _ JYD9168@verizon.net for the gracious grant which has made

ri vert

’ Please include a contact numbegy. | this program possible. a
e e e e e e e SIME \\ -R)GEIPRICHARQ"‘

s



https://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Riverton-Landing-9-miles-from-Philadelphia-1878-HSR-archive.jpg
https://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Riverton-Landing-9-miles-from-Philadelphia-1878-HSR-archive.jpg
https://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/1890-Riverton-map.jpg
https://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/1890-Riverton-map.jpg
https://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/503-Bank-Av-Clothier-historical-marker-Copy.jpg
https://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Columbia-at-RYC.jpg
https://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Columbia-at-RYC.jpg
http://www.rivertonsteamboatlanding.org/
http://rivertonhistory.com/
https://www.facebook.com/rivertonhistory/
mailto:JYD9168@verizon.net
https://rivertonhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Riverton-Steamboat-Landing-sign.jpg

