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May Meeting will Feature 
Program About 

Beverly National Cemetery 

The annual meeting of the Historical Society of 
Riverton will be held on Monday, May 9, 1994, at 8:00 
p.m. in the Riverton Public School Media Center. The 
school is located at Fifth and Howard Streets and attendees 
can enter the building through the main door on Fifth 
Street. After a short business meeting, Mrs. Dolores T. 
Blake, director of the Beverly National Cemetery, will 
present a program abol)t this National Shrine. 

The Beverly National Cemetery has been in existence 
for 130 years. It began as a small, one acre, temporary 
burial site for Civil War soldiers that had expired in the 
nearby Federal Hospital. The ground for the cemetery was 
donated to the Government by Mr. Christian Weyman, a 
retired Philadelphia merchant who resided in Beverly. , 

Steamboats, such as the John A. Womer, transported 
the wounded and dying from Civil War battlefields to the 
Beverly Fe< al Hospital, located where Broad Street 
intersects the Camden & Amboy Railroad. 

In 1862, President Abraham Lincoln signed an act that 
authorized the establishment of National Cemeteries ... "for 
the soldiers who shall die in the service of the country." 
The Beverly Cemetery was actually established in August 
1864 with the first burial taking place on August 29, 1864. 

Six and one-half acres were added to the original 
cemetery in 1937. This was followed by"20 acres in 1948 
and 37 in 1953 for a present total of 65 acres. 
Approximately 45,000 are interred in this National 
Cemetery. 

In addition to containing the remains of soldiers from 
every conflict since the Civil War, the Cemetery also holds 
the bodies of seven unknown Revolutionary War soldiers 
originally interred in center-city Camden. Three 
Congressional Medal of Honor recipients are also buried 
here, one from · World War II and two from the Korean 
Conflict. 

Mrs. Blake has been the director of the Beverly 
National Cemetery since 1990. Prior to this appointment, 
she served as director of the Culpepper National Cemetery 
for five years. Mrs. Blake first entered the National 
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Cemetery system in 1978 and has also served as director of 
the Florence National Cemetery in South Carolina and 
Raleigh National Cemetery in North Carolina. She has 
also served as a Cemetery Representative at Calverton 
National Cemetery in New York. 

Mrs. Blake graduated Magna Cum lAude from St. Leo 
College (Florida) and received a bachelor of arts degree in 
Art Education in 1973. She subsequently received 
cemetery director training at the Jefferson Barracks 
National Cemetery, which took one year to complete. 

Besides the cemetery in Beverly, Mrs. Blake also 
oversees the Philadelphia National Cemetery, Finn's Point 
National Cemetery and three plots within the Mount 
Moriah Cemetery in Philadelphia. 

The Beverly National Cemetery is located in 
Edgewater Park (Township) on Bridgeboro Road, the 
extension of Broad Street in Beverly. The grounds are 
open from dawn to dusk 365 days a year. More 
information can be obtained by calling (609) 877-5460. 
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National Register Nomination 
Nears Funding Goal 

The Historic Riverton Nomination Committee, Inc. has 
recently announced that their fund-raising efforts are 
within $1,000 of the stated goal of $15,000. Dan 
Campbell, who serves as Chairman of this committee, as 
well as President of the Historical Society of Riverton, 
expressed gratitude to those who have already donated to 
assist this effort. He hopes that everyone who is interested 
in gaining the recognition that Riverton so richly deserves 
will help to fill the gap i~ the funding base. 

The Historical Society of Riverton "answered the call" 
when the Board of Directors voted to donate $1,000 
towards the nomination effort. This action was taken at a 
board meeting this past ~nter. 

In 1989, the reside~ts of Riverton overwhelmingly 
approved a referendum to seek placement of a district in 
Riverton on the State and National Register of Historic 
Places. The Historic Riverton Nomination Committee, Inc. 
was formed to oversee and complete this work. 
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An operating budget of $15,000 was planned, with 
$11,000 to be expended for a consultant to complete and 
submit the required narratives, descriptions, photographs 
and forms necessary to obtain the nominations. 1be Clio 
Group of Philadelphia, an experienced historic consultant 
firm, bas been retained for this work. 

The State and National Register of Historic Places 
provides a central vehicle for informing people of the role 
that Riverton bas played in American history. It is an 
honorary designation for places with historic and 
architectural significance. It carries with it some 
investment incentives for commercial and rental property 
owners and protection from intrusion by governmental 
agencies. It does not, in any way, restrict what individual 
property owners do with their property. 

The residents of Riverton, especially those in the 
Historical Society, know the value or Riverton's history and 
architectural heritage. Now it Is time to inform the rest of 
our state and nation of the richness that is ours in Riverton. 
If you have not already done so, please send a donation to: 

The Historic Riverton Nomination Committee, Inc. 
Post Office Box 1603 

Riverton, New Jeney 07077 

It would be timely indeed, if this historical work could be 
completed during Riverton's 100th anniversary of 
becoming a borough and Burlington County's tercentenary 
celebration. 

Historical Society News 

Board of Directors Election 

At the annual meeting of the HistQrical Society of 
Riverton on Monday, May 9, 1994, :.the general 
membership will vote for new or returning mtmbers of the 
Society's Board of Directors. . . 

Board members who are retiring this year are Betty 
Hable and Grace Coles. Actually, Betty resigned from the 
board in 1993, but her former position is officially being 
filled with this election. 

Betty, of course, has been the driving force behind H.S. 
of R. for well over a decade. The officers and board of 
directors would like to take this opportunity to thank Betty 

for her many years of service and for her continued 
inspiration! She will remain in service as the Society's 
Historian and author of the beloved Yesterday ... column. 

Grace has served for three years as the Society's 
Publicity Chairperson-getting out the news to the 
membership and the general public about our great 
programs. Thank you, Grace, for a job well done! 

The Nomination Committee, consisting of Virginia 
Kline and Ruth Schweizer, presents the following 
nominations for new directors: 

Dr. Robert K. Smyth 
Carol Cherico 

Incumbent directors up for re~lection are: 

RickWark 
Frank Wagenknight 

Please attend the annual meeting on May 9th to 
participate in the election of the new directors. 
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Coming Events of Interest 

The Burlington County Historical Society will hold its 
annual meeting on Thursday, May 19, 1994 at 8:00p.m. at 
the Corson Poley Center. The Poley Center is located at 
454 Lawrence Street in Burlington. The program for the 
evening will be Bridge to Our Past, 300 Years of 
Burlington County History by Joseph Laufer. For more 
information, please call the Society at (609) 386-4773. 

The Gloucester County Historical Society will hold its 
annual meeting on Saturday, May 7, 1994 at 12:00 noon at 
the Woodbury Country Club. A luncheon will be served, 
followed by a short business meeting and a guest speaker. 
More information can be gained by calling (609) 845-4771. 

The Griffith Morgan House, located off River Road in 
Pennsauken, will hold its annual Spring Tea and plant sale 
on Saturday, April 30, 1994 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00p.m. 
Displays this year will include: Love Apple Quitters; herbs 
and planter boxes; and a beekeeper selling honey and 
related items. Tours will be provided throughout the day. 
A tea luncheon will be available for a donation of $3.00. 
The proceeds will benefit the house restoration. For 
directions or more information, call Kay Rudderow at (609) 
665-1948 or Holly Householder at (609) 662-1586. 

The New Jersey Historical Commission, in conjunction 
with numerous other historical-related groups, is 
sponsoring a New Jersey History Issues Convention on 
Saturday, April 30, 1994 at the Ocean Place Hilton Resort 
and Spa in Long Branch, New Jersey. The title of the 
convention is, New Jersey History in Crisis. The program 
will begin at 8:30 a.m. The convention is open to all 
persons interested in New Jersey History. Please call the 
Commission at (609) 292-6062 to see if space is still 
available. 



Bryn Mawr College is hosting Reclaiming Women's 
History through Historic Presen>ation, June 17-19, 1994. 
Sponsored by Womens Way of Philadelphia, this will be 
the first national conference to examine the 
interrelationship among women's history, the built 
environment and the cultural landscape. To receive 
conference information, contact Gayle Samuels, director, 
Womens Way, P.O. Box 53454, Philadelphia, PA 
19105-3454 or call (215) 527-4470. 

The Landis VaJJey Museum will present Institute of 
Pennsylvania Rural Life and Culture, June 21-24, 1994. 
You can select from over 18 workshops/seminars on early 
Pennsylvania arts and crafts, from cabinetmaking and lace 
making to chair caning. Pre-registration required. Contact 
Landis Valley Museum, Lancaster, PA, (717) 569-0401. 

The MerchantviJJe Historical Society is sponsoring its 
5th annual Home Tour and Floral Competition on Sunday, 
May 22, 1994 from noon to 5:00p.m. A classic car display 
wiJJ also be featured. Tickets are just $7.00. For more 
information about this event, please call (609) 655-2264. 

Our own Porch Club of Riverton is presenting its 
Spring Garden Tour on Saturday, June 4, 1994 from 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00p.m. Nine gardens wiJJ be featured and lunch 
can be opted. The costs are $12.00 for tour and lunch or 
$8.00 for the tour only. Tickets can be purchased in 
advance by caUing (609) 786-1979 or (609) 829-6798. 
They may also be obtained at the clubhouse (4th and 
Howard Streets) on the day of the tour. 

A raffle for a full size patchwork quilt, made by Porch 
Club members, will also be featured at this event. The 
drawing will be held at 1:00 p.m. on the day of the tour. 
Tickets for this drawing are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00 and 
can be procured by calling (609) 829-5347. 

Another house tour is being offered by the University 
City Historical Society in Philadelphia. It is to be held 
Sunday, May 1, 1994, from 12:00 noon to 5:00p.m. The 
tour will begin at 42nd and Walnut Streets at the 
Restaurant School. Special features of this tour wiJJ 
include dining rooms, kitchens and neighborhood diversity. 
Tickets costs are $13.50 in advance or $17.00 on the day of 
the tour. 
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Preservation Week Reminder 

Just a reminder that May 8th-14th is Preservation 
Week. The theme this year is: "It's your memory. It's our 
history. It's wonh saving." Take the time during this 
special week to enjoy ihe heritage that is ours in Riverton. 
Pick up one of the Historical Society's walking tour 
brochures and became more intimate with our community's 
history and architecture. Perhaps you can engage an older 
resident in a conversation to Jearn of past times. Use this 
week to expand your knowledge of Riverton history. 

Yesterday ..• 
by Betty B. Hahlc 

The first several years of Riverton's life as a 
self-governed borough were filled with problems. The new 
officials had all had some experience in local government, 
having served in various capacities within the parent 
township of Cinnaminson. Expectations of residents ran 
high, ordinances had to be composed and passed, decisions 
and compromises made, and sometimes patience ran out. 

Cinnaminson faced a debt of S 1000 after the 
separation, and eventually Riverton had to pay more than 
they had anticipated to the township, and were forced to 
borrow $600. Roads that had not been cared for too tong 
were in need of immediate attention, and new roads were to 
be opened, often causing disagreements and resulting in 
lawsuits against the borough. 

Shortly after Riverton's separation, Howard Parry and 
Edward Lippincott found that their farms (above 8th Street) 
were being assessed as building Jots. and sought to 
withdraw from the borough by having the boundary 
changed. BiJJs were introduced in the State Legislature, 
delegates were sent to Hearings-where sometimes heated 
debates broke out between them and fist-fights narrowly 
averted. In late Spring, 1894, a Bill pertaining to new 
townships and boroughs and their boundaries was signed 
into Jaw, and chances for the change sought by Parry and 
Lippincott were greatly diminished. They bowed to the 
inevitable, but there were strongly divided feelings 
remaining among the townspeople. 

Electricity was the subject of another debate in 
Riverton. The people wanted the streets lit with electric 
lights, and the Council did. too-but how it was to be done, 
and at what cost, was the subject of heated disagreements 
for more than two years. Cinnaminson Electric Light 
Company had formed, and wanted to set up a plant in 
Riverton. It went to a vote in November, 1895, and passed. 
Charles Biddle filed against this and the Supreme Court 
overturned the voters' decision. Other companies formed, 
were considered and rejected, lights tried and not approved, 
and finally, in February of 1896 Mayor Edwin H. Ogden 
and Councilman H.B. Hall, M.D., resigned. It was a bitter 
fight, and not to be settled for some time yd. In March 
Walter G. Wilson was elected mayor, over Mr. Coddington. 
Although a few aftluent families had generators to provide 
some electrical power to their own homes, it would not be 
until 1914 that Riverton had twenty-four hour electricity. 
It was supplied by the Cinnaminson Electric and Power 
Company. 

A reporter for the Mount Holly Herald. long openly 
critical of Rivertonians and the plan to become a borough, 
wrote "The Herald said at the onset that people who elected 
to have a borough government would be sitting on a blister 
before long, and it looks like they reached that stage of the 
game." -

Early in 1894 when a school trustee was to be elected, 
a number of women decided that they, too, would vote. 
They said the law gave them that right. And after the vote, 
Squire Maires contested the election, saying they had no 



legal rights. Actually, the first Constitution in New Jersey 
did give women the right to vote, but that right was 
rescinded in the 1830s, and women had to wait out a 
century before it was restored. 

At the same time Riverton was fighting to save its 
boundaries, a Bill was introduced in the Assembly for the 
separation of Palmyra from Cinnaminson. On April 19, 
1894, Palmyra township was formed from Cinnaminson 
Township and a small part of Riverton borough. (In 
February, 1923, Palmyra changed its form of government 
to become a borough.) . 

Meanwhile, Riverton's Council awarded a contract to 
Anna Holwick to light the (oil) street lamps in town, at 
$7.50 per year for each lamp. The Mayor issued a stern 
warning about the use of sling shots. In March a 17-Ib. 
rockfish was caught at the Faunce fishery, the largest one 
ever seen here. A few weeks later in the floating net of 
Washington Cooper of Palmyra a single shad was caught, 
and fishennen predicted a good season would be realized 
that year. In late April Faunce's big seines were in 
operation, and the shad ran well. 

Riverton Fire Company elected its officers, and 
designated Charles L. Flanagan, vice-president, to be in 
charge of the engine house. Charles C. Rianhard, Director, 
would give the at ann in case of fire by "yelling at the top of 
his lungs." Substitutes were to be hired over the summer, 
when some members would be vacationing elsewhere. 

The Children's Country Home of Cinnaminson 
received a gift of a large Library of books from "a resident 
of Philadelphia," and opened formally in June of 1894, 
when they had leased the large frame "Williams Mansion 
on the hill between Cinnaminson and Riverton." The 
home had actually begun several years earlier, at various 
other locations and for only dle summer months, by Dr. 
Frances Janny, for city children. She recruited some of her 
Quaker friends from Cinnaminson and Riverton, and it was 
supported entirely by subscription. Among the earliest 
officers and supporters were Amelia and Cornelia Coale, 
who were also among the founders of Porch Club. In 1894 
the Home reported that "nearly 500 children and mothers 
were made happier and returned to health" at the new 
location. 

Christ Episcopal church planned to build a new Parish 
House, and Eli Brown was awarded the contract for the 
stone work. Its young architect, A.A. Fraser, died suddenly 
of pleurisy in July, 1895,just before it was completed. 

Howard Parry acquired a private telephone line 
between his house and office. And he was troubled by 
thieves-first his chickens, then later in the season, vandals 
took fruits from his garden. He threatened to sit up all 
night witb a shotgun to protect his gardens, if necessary
and a reP<>rter reminded people that he was a very good 
shot. } 

Bicycles were increasingly popular, and racing was 
becoming. a great sport. Local wheelmen were concerned 
over losing a racetrack in Tioga, but local residents, who 
were interested and able to sponsor constructing a track 
here, planned with the Riverton Athletic Association for a 
quarter-mile track on their grounds above the railroad. It 
opened with great ceremonies on July 4th, 1894. 

From an Historical Perspective 
An occasional column for expressing an opinion on issues 

facing the historical community 

Newspapers give us much information of past events 
that are not to be found any where else. But when it comes 
to how a town is developing its own government and how 
problems and issues are met and resolved, it is frustrating 
to have to rely upon items found in such newspapers as 
have been preserved today-particularly so when reporters 
often colored what they wrote with negative and snide 
remarks. 

Riverton's own official reocrds have never been well 
cared for or . preserved on microform. Some have 
disappeared, some destroyed, and they have not been 
available for researching. In spite of urging for many years 
that this important record of Riverton's history be 
preserved, it has not been done. Doesn't anyone care? 

-Betty B. Hable-

Vintage Yacht Club Regatta Films 
Donated to H.S. ofR. 

Through a contact made by society member Robert 
Smyth, the Historical Society of Riverton has acquired a 20 
minute, 16 mm film of the 1st National Duster Class 
Championship Regatta. The regatta was held September 
7-8, 1946 and was sponsored by the Riverton Yacht Club. 

Haddonfield architect Robert Thomson graciously 
donated this film to the society, which was shot by his 
father, Pete Thomson. 

The regatta was won that year by John Knight who 
was awarded the "Halsey" cup, named in honor of the 
Admiral. The 2nd place winner was awarded the "Butts" 
cup. This trophy was handmade by E.M. "Butts" Carhart. 
On hand was D.C.Y.RA. President E.J. Huon. Governor 
Driscoll also made an appearance to present a speech for 
this momentous occasion. 

Thank you, Mr. Thomson, for your interest in 
preserving this wonderful piece of Riverton's history by 
donating it to the historical society. And thank you, Robert 
Smyth, for making the proper connections so that the 
society became the recipient of this film. 

My apologies to Betty Hable for several typos and 
other errors that crept into her last column. The old adage 
of "haste makes waste" is still in vogue today and I will do 
well to keep it in mind when typing the Gaslight News. 
Now that spring is approaching, I invite you all to go out 
and commit random acts of kindness and senseless acts of 
beauty. This invitation is actually in effect 365 days a year. 
I hope that each of you has a wonderful spring and an 
enjoyable summer. See you in the fall! 

--Paul W. Schopp--
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