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Down the Wa-Hat-Que-Nack
is the Title of November's Program

A meeting of the Historical Society of Riverton
will be held on Monday, November 28, 1994, at 8:00
p-m. in the Riverton Public School Media Center. The
school is located at Fifth and Howard Streets and
attendees can enter the building through the main door
of Fifth Street. After a short business meeting, guest
speaker Bill Leap will present Down the Wa-Hat-
Que-Nack, a slide presentation on the Maurice River.

Named for a Dutch Prince, the Maurice River
begins with four tributaries—two near Glassboro, one
north of Clayton and the last, known as Scotland Run,
commences near Cross Keys. Contrary to its spelling,
the name of this river is pronounced Morris. Flowing
south, three of the tributaries join at Franklinville with
Scotland Run conjoining at Malaga. The Maurice
River then continues south to Union Lake, Millville.
The Wood Family required a power source for their
cotton mill and iron foundry, so they created Union
Lake for power production.

Below Millville, the Maurice River continues its
flow to the Delaware Bay. Passing ancient
communities like Port Elizabeth and Mauricetown,
this lower portion of the river was widely known for
the oyster industry located here. In the 1940s, 1800
oystermen and 100 schooners were engaged in the
harvest of this delectable shellfish. The Delaware Bay
oyster beds were deemed the best in the world in
times past. But disease and micro-organisms has taken
its toll over the years and this industry is a mere
shadow of its former self.

Down the Wa-Hat- Que-Nack is a study of the
Maurice River from Millville to the Delaware Bay,
tracing man's history and the natural history along the
river. Some of the subjects covered include: nesting
humming birds, flickers and flying squirrels; the love
life of a box turtle; wintering snow geese; ship-
building; glass and sand industries; farming; oystering
and railbird hunting. A light and enjoyable trip down
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Madison, Indiana will be Subject
of January's Presentation

A meeting of the Historical Society of Riverton
will be held on Monday, January 23, 1995, at 8:00
p-m. in the Riverton Public School Media Center. The
school is located at Fifth and Howard Streets and
attendees can enter the building through the main door
of Fifth Street. After a short business meeting, guest
speaker Ed Gilmore will present a slide program on
Madison, Indiana.

Founded over 180 years ago on the banks of the
Ohio River, Madison features tree-lined streets and
nineteenth-century Federal-, Classic Revival-, and
Italianate-style buildings. Georgian-style structures
distinguish the 550-acre hilltop campus of Hanover
College, overlooking the river. Springtime activities
feature private garden tours and River Days, a May
weekend celebration that commemorates Madison's
Civil War heritage. In early July, the town holds the
Governor's Cup Regatta. 133 blocks of Madison have
been placed on the National Register of Historic
Places and it has been billed as one of the most
beautiful towns in America.

Madison also features a large fountain that was
either displayed at the 1876 Centennial Exhibition in
Philadelphia or was patterned after it. Mount Holly
had a smaller version of the same fountain until
demolished for progress’ sake. A half-scale replica
was erected several years ago on Mill Street in Mount
Holly.

Also featured in Ed's program will be Mackinac
Island, Petoskey and Bay View, Michigan. First
settled as a 1780 outpost, Mackinac Island is a-
limestone outcrop that measures three miles long by
two miles wide. Highlights on this island include an
early missionary bark chapel and Fort Mackinac.
Petoskey is a resort center on Little Traverse Bay and
is well-known by skin-divers and rock collectors.
Early in his career, Emnest Hemingway stayed in

Petoskey. Bay View was founded in 1875 as a
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this interesting river, enhanced by telephoto and aerial
photography.

William W. Leap has been described as an “inde-
fatigable researcher,” a “raconteur extraordinaire” and
“an unabashed South Jersey booster.” His 25 years of
researching, writing, conducting tours and talking
about New Jersey have lead to state-wide awards,
including “For Outstanding Service to Public
Knowledge and Preservation of the History of New
Jersey” and “Local Historian Award of Merit.” Some
of you may remember his leadership of the Pinelands
tour sponsored by the Society several years ago.

His other accomplishments include:

*Past President, Camden County Historical Society
*Past President, Audubon Wildlife Society

*President, Heritage Assets Study of New Jersey
Historian, League of Historical Societies of N.J.
*Author, History of Runnemede, New Jersey 1626-1976

Bill describes himself as a' retired sign-shop

operator turned old-house detective, with a life-long
fascination of local history.

January Meeting
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Methodist campmeeting. Over 450 Victorian homes
are still standing in Bay View, giving this community
one of the largest collection of historic homes in the
country.

A long-standing devotee of historic architecture,
Edward Gilmore served as the first chairman of
Riverton's Architectural Review Committee. Ed and
his wife Joan have spent many vacations searching out
small towns in the East that have preserved their
architectural heritage.

Don't forget to mark your calendar for this
program on another, and, in some ways similar,
historic riverfront town.
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A Century of Distinction as a Borough

Upcoming Program Schedule

Frank Wagenknight, our Program Chairman,
announces the following great slate of programs for
the remaining season:

March 13, 1995-The Mummers Museum will
be featured in slides and music.

May 8. 1995-A joint meeting is being planned
with the Riverton Yacht Club who will be
celebrating their 130th anniversary in 1995.
This will also be our annual meeting where
new officers and directors are elected.
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Society News

Don't forget to renew your membership for this
year. It is the only way to assure your continued
receipt of the Gaslight News. It also assures that the
Historical Society of Riverton can continue to assist in
the preservation of Riverton's history. Why not
consider an extra donation?

When you are purchasing gifts for the coming
holiday season, consider giving boxes of Riverton
notepaper. The assorted scenes of our community,
past and present, will allow the recipient to enjoy
Riverton all year long.

Christmas Bow Gaslight Decorations
by Dan Campbell

Again this year, and just in time for the House Tour,
our Board of Directors will place the red Christmas
bows on the gaslights throughout Riverton. We have
happily taken over this duty from the former
Association for the Preservation of Riverton. They
originally purchased the stock of 52 large red bows to
decorate Riverton's remaining gaslights.

We have had a little attrition of the bows each
year, due to winter winds and weather (especially
along Bank Avenue!). The New Leaf store quickly
accommodates our request for more bows, at a modest
cost, and we thank Willann for that. Despite those
nasty ice storms of last winter, we lost surprisingly
few bows. This is probably due to an improvement
we've made to the wires. We are now using heavier
wire to attach the bows to the cross-arm where the old
lamp-lighter would have place his ladder.

The gaslights are an important detail of the
streetscape of Riverton. Of course, the Borough has
experienced some losses to the gaslights over these
many years. Our Board of Directors has discussed a
possible project to try and "fill-in" some of the gaps in



the pattern of gaslights on certain streets. At the very
least, we encourage the Borough to install them (or
electrical simulations) in any future streets projects or
downtown-area developments. Electrical simulated
gaslights have been installed by both Calvary and
Christ Churches, and are quite successful in their
appearance.

The gaslight is also the symbol of The Historical
Society, so it is natural for us to continue to perform
this commemoration. We are especially happy to
decorate the gaslights with their bows in a year that
holds the Library Christmas House Tour. As we all
walk from house to house, may your holiday spirit be
encouraged by this unique ornament that Riverton
retains—the gaslight!

Riverton Library Christmas House Tour
by Dan Campbell

Our congratulations go out to Rick Wark, one of
our members, whose house will be among the six to
be featured this year on the biannual Riverton Library
Christmas House Tour. Rick is a long standing
member of our Board of Directors, and serves as our
archivist, storing many of the photos, papers, and
other pieces of our collection.

Those of us who have attended Board meetings at
Rick's House have been awed by the excellent work
that he and Marge have done on the restoration and
rehabilitation of the home. As a large house, its rooms
are elegant, but also have a warm and cozy feeling
when decorated for the Holidays. If we are lucky, he
may even have the player piano setting the mood with
Christmas songs!

The tour will be held on December 3rd, from 5 to
10 p.m.. Six homes, The Baptist Home, and several
Riverton businesses in the area of Broad and Main
Streets will be open this year for touring. The Porch
Club will be open with entertainment. As you walk
the starlit streets of Riverton, and your mind wanders
back to Christmases past, we warn you to also watch
out for antique cars! We encourage our members to

patronize this interesting and fun event—it benefits

the Library and is a heartwarming way to start the
Holiday season.

Riverton Postcard Book

Don't forget that the Society is looking for
postcards to be published in a new book. While a
couple of members have responded, we are still
searching for more. Do you have a collection of
Riverton postcards? Would you like to share them
with others? Please contact either Dan Campbell or
Paul Schopp with a list of what cards you have
available. All cards will be scanned and returned
quickly upon receipt.
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Yesterday...
by Betty B. Hahle

One hundred and seventy five years ago, Col.
John Stevens, of north Jersey, erected a circular track
behind his house and constructed a locomotive to
prove the viability of railroads. He had developed a
trade route via stage, ferry, and riverboat between the
ports of New York and Philadelphia, and wanted to
start a train line that would generally follow the same
way. While the route went from Bordentown to
Philadelphia by water, an overland alternative for
when the river was frozen over was much desired.

A charter giving exclusive rights to lay a railroad
line in New Jersey was secured in 1830, and track laid
from Bordentown to Amboy, a distance of thirty-eight
miles. Late in 1832, that section was completed, and
put into use—with coaches adapted to be pulled
together on a frame with wheels by teams of horses.
Three teams of two horses each, running all the way,
could make the trip in three and a half hours.

Track from Bordentown to Camden was then laid.
Although northern New Jersey had become more
heavily populated and industrialized, the southern part
of the state had remained gentle farmland. In our area,
the line bisected farms that ran inland from the river.

Meanwhile, Robert Stevens, the Colonel's son,
traveled to England, where engines had been
manufactured for a while, to purchase one for use
here. One was ordered, and in the Autumn of 1831 it
reached Bordentown—in assorted crates and boxes—
and without instructions for putting it together.
Twenty-one year old Isaac Dripps managed to put it
together and tested it out—and it promptly derailed.
The English gauge of the wheels was different from
the Camden & Amboy track; the wheelbase was
unstable and went off the track on curves—and there
were many curves and turns in the C&A line. Again
Dripps came to the rescue, devising a stabilizing
addition to the front of the engine, planks that
extended and came to a point, under which were small
wheels that would stay on the track at curves. The
contraption was dubbed a snow plow, or cow catcher,
and the name stuck. In fact, it became a standard part
of American engines for many years, along with
warning bells and spark arresters. The locomotive was
named the John Bull. It had no heat, no light, no
brakes, and no protection for the engineer or fireman
stoking the firebox with wood to produce the steam to
propel the engine. The John Bull ran on schedule until
1864, and today rests in the Smithsonian Institution.

The first trip of the John Bull over the branchline
from Bordentown to Camden occurred in December,
1835. The engineer, Robert C. Buzby, gave this
account:




“I left Bordentown at 9:00 a.m. with the
mail, and ran as far as Coopers Creek
bridge, Camden, which was not completed,
so I was compelled to take the engine back
to the temporary engine house near the
Pensauken creek. There the engine was laid
up for the night. It was bitter cold, so I
remained with the engine all night to keep it
from freezing up. Next morning early,
Edwin A. Stevens drove out in a sleigh and
reported that the bridge was ready for travel,
so we took the engine down to bring out the
mail train in the afternoon. Edwin Stevens
rode with me on the engine. He insisted on
my running fast over what is now Haddon
avenue crossing, which I did, but owing to
the frozen mud, the snow plow and pilot
were thrown off the rails, and I had to get
off and put them back on the track before
we could go on.”

In time, trains became bigger, stronger, faster,
safer; they ran more frequently, and carried not only
freight, but also people—more and more people. And
they changed forever the lands through which they
traveled, and the lives of the people who lived there.

Early investors became rich overnight. Stock that
was $5.00 in 1830, before surveying was even
complete, was quickly up to $19.00. In 1835, after the
stock was fully paid, it sold for $134.00 a share. Elias
Toy was one of the local men.who had invested
heavily in the Camden & Amboy Railroad.

Along the lines villages were established. Villages
brought families, whose children needed schools.
Churches were founded, shops and industries opened,
offering new ranges of employment for villagers.
Soon walking or riding a bicycle was not sufficient for
local travel, and trolleys were brought into the
transportation system. Electricity made many new
appliances and conveniences possible, cars began to
appear, and roads and bridges were built and
improved.

Recreational opportunities were many, at all
levels, from Yacht and Gun Clubs, fishing, bicycle
racing, skating; and Athletic Clubs offered both
professional and amateur sports. There were bands,
music clubs, choral groups, lectures—and always,
family and church activities.

Radio, homemade at first, then bigger ones, added
a new dimension to home entertainment, and movies
offered more, outside the home. Wars brought about
greater mobility and diversity in where people lived
and/or worked. Television impacted the movies, then
Malls threatened local shops. The space and computer
age introduced a new round of technological
advances.
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A look around, today, at what we have, what we
do, what we like and hope for and think about
contrasts strongly with those people from a century
and a half ago. Much has been gained, some things
have been lost.

And it all began with the laying of a small single-
track railroad line.
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Coming Events and Notes of Interest

The Burlington County Historical Society is
holding its annual Holiday Open House on December
18, 1994 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the James
Fenimore Cooper and Captain James Lawrence
Houses on High Street in Burlington. This will be
followed by a session from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. in the
Corson Poley Center, located behind the Cooper &
Lawrence Houses on Lawrence Street. This is always
a festive event and well worth your attention. For
more information, please call the Society at (609)
386-4773.

The Camden County Historical Society will be
featuring its Victorian Christmas again this year. This
display is set up in the 1788 Pomona Hall and
illustrates how a Victorian family would decorate
their home for the holidays. For times and more
information, please call (609) 964-3333.

The Monmouth County Genealogy Club, on
behalf of the Orphan Train Heritage Society, is
seeking individuals associated with the Orphan
Trains. Between 1853 and 1929, at least 200,000
children and several thousand adults participated in a
relocation system for the urban poor. Some of the
earlier placements were in Connecticut, New Jersey,
New York and Massachusetts. Children soon went to
Pennsylvania and Rhode Island and the upper New
England states of Maine, Vermont and New
Hampshire. As the years progressed, the new homes
were in the Mid-West, South and Far-West.

Anyone who knows of an Orphan Train rider or
someone connected with the trains is urged to contact
the Genealogy Club at the Monmouth County
Historical Association, 70 Court Street, Freehold, NJ
07728. ‘
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With the Holidays fast approaching, I wish each
of you the joy and blessings of this special season and
a happy and healthy New Year. In the immortal words
of Tiny Tim, God Bless Us, Everyone! Don't be so
caught up in the hustle and bustle of the season that
you miss the beauty and wonder around you. I look
forward to seeing each of you at the meetings.

—Paul W. Schopp—
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