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Preservation of Homes is 
Topic at October Meeting 

The Historical Society of Riverton will meet on 
October 5, 1998 at 8:00 pm in the Riverton Public 
School Media Center (Library) for a general meeting 
of the membership, followed by an interesting and 
informative program entitled Preservation 
Proh/emshooting: Maintaining the Older Home. 
The guest lecturer for the evening's presentation 
will be New Jersey historic preservation architect 
Margaret Westfield of Westfield Architects & 
Preservation Consultants, Haddon Heights,. NJ. 

Ms. Westfield has a Bachelor of Architecture 
deg!"ee from the University of Maryland and a Master 
of Arts in Preservation Studies from Boston 
University. She has practiced Preservation 
Architecture in New Jersey for over 15 years. 

Ms. Westfield's program, approximately one 
hour in length will discuss the design and construc
tion issues involved when a homeowner approaches 
the task of restoring, preserving, renovating and 
maintaining their older home. Topics will include 
identification of existing conditions, selection of 
appropriate materials, budget constraints and time 
expenditures. 

The program will cover parts of the home such 
as roofs, porches, windows, wood vs. artificial siding, 
brickwork, woodwork, painting, moisture concerns, 
etc. Persons attending the meeting are encouraged 
to bring photographs of specific problems on their 
homes, and questions about parts of their homes 
that they are presently renovating, or plan to in the 
future. 

All persons are invited to attend this meeting of 
historic interest. The Riverton School is located at 
Fifth and Howard Streets, Riverton, NJ. Attendees 
should enter through the main doors facing Fifth 
Street. The school building and meeting room are 
handicapped accessible. There will be a short 
refreshment period after the meeting and program. 
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Riverton Historic District 
Approved for N J Register 

The New Jersey State Review Board of Historic 
Sites, at their September 23rd meeting, approved the 
application for Riverton's inclusion on the State 
Register of Historic Places. 

Betty Hahle, Dan Campbell, and Keith Betten, 
Riverton, who had prepared the nomination, attend
ed the event that morning. Betty Hahle said that it 
has been 20 years since she and the early members of 
the Historical Society of Riverton began to study the 
process that would be needed to include Riverton in 
this state-wide honor. Riverton now joins approxi
mately 100 communities which been determined 
worthy of inclusion on the State Register. 

After the approved nomination is officially signed 
by the New Jersey Historic Preservation Office, the 
application will be forwarded to the National Park 
Service to be considered for inclusion on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

The State and National Register is an honorary 
designation that does not inhibit an individual's 
rights to alter a privately owned property. The 
National Register designation does allow up to a 40% 
tax deduction from the cost of historically correct 
renovations to commercially used properties. 
Publically owned properties on the State and National 
Registers are required to have NJ Historic 
Preservation Office approval before they can be 
altered or demolished. 

The Riverton District includes 526 properties in a 
contiguous area that encompasses approximately half 
of the geographical area of the Borough. In the for
ward sections of the nomination paper, there is a 
seven page historical narrative, and an eleven page 
statement of significance, both of which were jointly 
written by Keith Betten and Betty Hahle. Next, there 
is a map outlining the district, and fifteen pho
tographs of prominent architectural features of the 
Borough. 
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Historic District 
Continued from front page 

The final section of the paper is an inventory of 
the 526 properties within the boundaries of the dis
trict. Each property is listed by its known or approxi
mate construction date, ownership, an architectural 
description, and in most cases, a few lines of history, 
expertly provided by Betty Hahle. 

In a sad footnote to the days events, The Borough 
Council of Riverton relocated the historic Riverton 
Pennsylvania Railroad "Section Shed" from its origi
nal site at Broad and Cedar Streets, to the Riverton 
Park, almost simultaneously with the positive vote 
that was taking place in Trenton. The move was made 
despite protests against it from Dan Ca.rnpbe!l and 
Betty Hahle. The purpose of the move was to prevent 
the building from being included on the State 
Register along with the rest of the district. Some 
council members think that this will make way for an 
exit road from the proposed NJ Transit Light Rail 
Station. The moving of the Shed was covered by the 
Burlington County Times in their Sept. 23 issue, page 
A3 and in the Philadelphia Inquirer, Sept 24, page B2. 
If readers wish to read more about it, both are avail
able at local libraries. 

House Plaque Awarded 
Over the summer a plaque was awarded to the 

house at 618 Main Street. It is a 2 112 story frame 
dwelling, Gothic Revival design, with gabled roof that 
has a decorative fmial on each of its four peaks. It has an 
open front porch and another at the left side toward the 
back. The facade has remained unchanged except for the 
recent addition of iron side rails on the front steps. Lot 
for the house was purchased in 1889, and the building 
completed in the following year. 

The property has had several owners, the most 
recent Joe and Adele Yearly, who lived there for about 
fifty years. When it was sold recently, the Realtor applied 
for a Historical Society Plaque and presented it to the 
new owner, Ms. Sheryl Telford. 

Schedule of Meetings 
NOVEMBER 30, 1998- LAST MEETING OF 1998 
The Riverton Historic District on the State and 
National Registers of Historic Places. - Dan Campbell 
and Keith Betten will present a slide show and descrip
tion of the newly approved Register District of Riverton 
including history, architecture, and the impact of the 
designation on the future of Riverton. 

JANUARY 25, 1999 - MID-WINTER MEETING 
Program to be armounced 

MARCH 8, 1999 SPRING MEETING 
Program: Trees of Riverton Barry Emmens, Chairman 
of the Riverton Shade Tree Commission will enlighten 
us about the number and varieties of the public trees of 
Riverton, including their history, care and periodic 
replacement. 

MAY 10, 1999 -ANNUAL MEETING-Annual election 
of new officers, program to be announced. 

John Farr, our new program Chairman is working to 
find fine programs to fill these meetings. 

Membership Information 
Enclosed with this issue is a membership form 

for your use. If you are a regular member, please 
renew with this form. If you would like to join the 
Historical Society of Riverton, please fill out this form 
and attach a check. All who apply are heartily accept
ed into membership. 

There is often confusion about when Historical 
Society dues are payable. The Historical Society year 
runs from January to December. However, the "sea
son" in which we have meetings is similar to the 
school year, running from September through May. 

Next, please remember that dues are due in 
advance for a small-budgeted organization as we are. 
According to our By-Laws, dues must be paid by the 
end of February of 1998. We start our membership 
renewal process in September/October with the first 
issue of the Gaslight News. The dues that you pay 
now are for the 1999 calendar year. 

We are grateful to members who respond 
promptly (before December 31), to this first dues 
notice. This allows us to update the membership rolls 
and prepare mailing labels for the coming year. It 
saves the Society the time and expense of dispatching 
additional reminders and the confusion created by 
missed or deleted names from the mailing list. 
Thanks again to those early birds who reply quickly 
and thank you for your support. 



Yesterday ... 
By Betty B. Hahle 

It is said that history has three versions: mine, yours, 
and what really happens. Although we most often think 
of history in conjunction with particular events, or with 
family genealogies, everything has a history. Memories 
contribute versions that vary from person to person. 
Pictures, maps and other written references yield actual 
details. Letters and newspapers offer both actual infor
mation as in dates, what took place, and general accounts 
as perceived by author or reporter. Social and economic 
changes as well as progress all help to shape history, as we 
understand it 

Life is a learning process, with choices constantly 
made. History records both positive and negative results 
of those choices. If we learn from them, the same mis
takes won't be repeated over and over again, and we can 
move forward more successfully. 

Discoveries and inventions, as well as changing cus
toms, continually introduce new things to us. Some are 
passing fads, and are soon forgotten. Others become so 
necessary that it is hard to imagine doing without them. 
Often the early models of such objects become collectors' 
items. 

Buildings that last beyond their original purpose 
rarely become collectable, 'with the possible exception of 
reconstructed villages like Sturbridge and Winterthur. 
Most far outlive their owners and continue in their pur
pose for long periods, all the while adding to their indi
vidual histories. Some are lost through deterioration or 
major changes in identity; some find new identities in 
adaptations or new location; some are replaced. Each 
adds a new piece of history to the building. 

By the end of the Depression in the 1930s a number 
of large homes and buildings in the river area were suf
fering from major neglect, and were demolished. The 
Lawn House was among those lost then. Properties were 
subdivided, and new homes were constructed, to begin 
their own stories. Later, after WWII some of the remain
ing mansions were bought by investors and became 
multi-family dwellings. 

Changes are also made when houses become too big 
for a family that wanted to remain on a home site. In 
1958 the Parry family had their large home on Main 
Street tom down and a smaller one constructed on the 
same foundation, using as much of the old materials as 
possible. A few years later, in 1965, the Somervels fol
lowed the same route with their riverbank home. 

New uses are found for some buildings. Carriage 
· houses became garages or were adapted for attractive res-

idences. A small cottage became the town's Library. A 
small shop, erected on the front yard of a modest home 
for use as a butcher shop, found a new and long life as 
Wolfschn:tidt's Barber Shop, and more recently, as an 
architect's office. A drug store became an ice cream par
lor, then a furniture store, then a gift shop, known as 
"The New Leaf'. A simple frame building erected in 1905 
for the town's post office was doubled in size by its next 
owner, and became a cigar/newspaper store, with pool 
hall in back, and the owner living in an apartment on the 
second floor. In 1984 it was given a whole new identity, 
when the open front porches on both floors were 
enclosed, the building connected to one next to it, and a 
pent roof across the new facade. The office building at 
what is now 530 Main Street has a whole new identity. 

Physical changes have created new identities for 
some buildings, through extensive remodeling, new roof 
lines, additions, etc., and some buildings have taken up 
new lives by moving to different sites. 

Christ Episcopal Church's early Chapel, consecrated 
in 1860 and located on Broad Street between Main and 
Church Lane, was moved in 1871 to a newly acquired lot 
on Main below Fourth. In 1884 it moved again-this 
time over icy roads in mid-winter to Palmyra, where it 
remains in service today. The trip required 41 days to 
C~J11pJete-:-a J -mil~ journey_ made safely with !Jl1ID and 
horse power, ingenuity, and sheer determination. Christ 
.Episcopal's small Parish house/Sunday School building 
was replaced in 1895 by a fine new Parish house, and was 
no longer needed. It was sold to Samuel Rudderow who 
moved it across the railroad to his lot there, and offered 
for rent The Porch Club used it until the government 
wanted it for a Post Office. When the Post Office moved 
to another building the New Era moved its office and 
print shop into it, and stayed there for many years. Then 
it became Freddy's Shoe Shop. 

But there's more to the story. Sacred Heart's small 
Chapel on Howard Street above Fourth had been 
replaced with a new Church, and was sold in 1896 to 
Riverton's School Board to be used for a Kindergarten. 
The building was moved close to the existing school 
building (that faced 4th Street), and because the first 
Froebelian Kindergarten in the country. But the school 
was soon outgrown, and a new and larger one built. In 
1910 the Kindergarten building was sold to Rudderow, 
who moved it to join the other building already there as 
an addition to "609 Main Street". 

Before the new school could be built on Fifth Street, 
a house there had to be removed. It was sold to Louis 
Comer, who moved on to Howard Street, where it has 
continued its life as a residence. 



Sometimes families want to keep a home lot but 
want a new house on il Around 1912 Walter K. Woolman 
moved the early 19th century frame house he had been 
living in to another part of his property, and had a new 
house erected, with a wonderful river view. The founda
tion of the earlier house was developed into a sunken gar
den. The older house, now 201 Fulton Street, eventually 
became a separate property. A somewhat similar moving 
took place in the 1940s, after the Benjamin Mechlings 
moved into the former Ezra Lippincott home. They also 
acquired the houses on either side of it, had 301 Bank 
Avenue demolished and used some of the stone for a 
fence along Carriage House Lane, then considered the 
house on the other side. That smaller frame house, 
designed by Samuel Sloan in 1851 for founder Charles D. 
Cleveland, was moved to a new site at Penn and Carriage 
House Lane. Its old foundation site was also made into a 
sunken garden, complete with a fountain. When the 
Baptist Home acquired these properties and expanded 
their building across the garden, an ax and a sword were 
uncovered in the ground, and are displayed on a wall in 
the main building. 

In 1851 the Olds Agency on Broad Street was 
expanding, and the Stratton residence on the lot they 
wanted was sold to Miss Evelyn Eckel, who had it moved 
the width of the town, along Broad Street, and down 
Fulton to the corner at Second, where it is now an attrac
tive residence. 

Some specialized structures were built along railroad 
lines by their companies. When trucks and buses made 
serious inroads into freight and passenger transporta
tion, they began to disappear. A small building, hardly 
larger than a telephone booth, once stood close to the 
track at the Thomas Avenue crossing. It contained a chair 
and a kerosene heater, for . use by the watchman who 
stood outside swinging a red lantern to warn of coming 
trains during daytime, or ''working" hours. His was an 
important job, with 40 or more passenger trains passing 
through Riverton daily, plus freights, and children cross
ing the tracks to school four times a day. When mechan
ical gates and warning signals replaced the watchmen, 
the small houses disappeared. 

A new passenger station was built in Riverton in 
1887, and the smaller old one was taken to West Palmyra, 
where it was used as a freight station for some seventy 
years. Some passenger stations have survived by becom
ing Thrift or Book Stores, ours was demolished in 1955. 
The shelter, opposite the Collins building, erected in 
1918/19 was demolished in 1972. 1\vo goose neck station 
lights that had been here were obtained by a collector. In 
1989 the Historical Society purchased them from him, 

restored them, and in 1992 donated them to the 
Borough. Now they flank the Borough Building. The 
bases were donated by PRR, from another station being 
demolished, through the efforts of Paul Schopp. The 
hanging baskets are a current pseudo-Victorian touch! 

One railroad building remains in Riverton. In 1880 
Pennsylvania Railroad Co. issued plans for three styles of 
section sheds, erected along their lines for storage of 
equipment and comfort of their workmen. They were 
small, neat in appearance, had a rail permitting the 
handrail carts to run into the sheds through the wide 
doorway, and a pot -bellied stove for heat in cold weather. 
Within that decade (the 1880s) a shed of "type B" design 
was erected in Riverton at the Cedar Street crossing. It 
had a slate roof, vertical board and batten claddage, dec
orative trim around the windows. At a later date an addi
tion was made to one side. When it was no longer need
ed for railroad maintenance the company leased it to 
individuals. For about forty years it was leased for use as 
an office for the Hunter Brothers' Trucking Company, by 
local residents Clayton and Earl Hunter. For the past few 
years it has been unused, still owned by Conrail. 
Somehow it has escaped demolition, the fate of so many 
other sheds. It is now the last remaining one in South 
Jersey. It was safe on its original site for more than a hun
dred years. 

On September lOth a Resolution was introduced and 
passed at a Borough Council meeting to "lease the right 
of way from Conrail at the Cedar Street/Broad Street 
location". It ·details the desire to "acquire, relocate and 
preserve" the Section Shed, move it to the Park, ensures 
its use by residents to generate income to support its 
maintenance, and adds 'WHEREAS the Borough of 
Riverton desires the egress of current station location to 
be at Cedar Street, It needs to acquire said building". 

Moving a building to give it new life is a good thing. 
Moving a historically significant building requires seri
ous consideration, since any move will diminish its 
integrity. If all alternatives to a move have been explored 
and found impossible, then moving may ee preferable to 
total loss. It is a last resort solution at besl 

The shed was moved to a temporary site in the Park 
on Wednesday morning, September 23rd. This small 
Shed is not only an important piece of railroad history, 
but also of our town's history. Mis-use and abuse can 
result in loss of an old building just as surely as demoli
tion can. Let us hope that the stated interested in pre
serving the Station Shed will be more openly and care- · 
fully planned and carried out than the move has been. 

Betty B. Hahle 
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