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Railroads of Burlington Co. Program at March Meeting 
The Historical Society of Riverton will meet on 

Monday March 10, 2003 at 7:30 pm for a general 
meeting and program at the Riverton School. The 
program for the evening is entitled Railroads of Bur
lington County and will be presented by Frank C. 
Kozempel, a Railroad Historian from Cinnaminson, 
NJ. The program will include a broad overview of 
the railroads that existed in and around Burlington 
County from the mid-nineteenth century through to 
the mid-201

h century and those that still exist to the 
present day. Mr. Kozempel will present a slide show 
of maps and historic photographs from 1910 to the 
present day with concentration on the 1950's to cur
rent times. 

The principal rail lines through Burlington 
County ran in the north-south direction and were the 
Camden and Amboy Line connecting the river 
towns along the Delaware River and the Jersey Cer{
tral Line toward the eastern end of the county con
necting the Pinelands and Shore towns. In the east 
to west direction, a rail line between Burlington and 
Mount Holly was constructed in 1849, and was later 
extended in 1863 to reach Pemberton. This former 
right-of-way is now occupied, in part, by Route 541, 
or contains the power lines which run alongside of 
that road. A branch was built from Mt. Holly out to 
Medford, known as the Mount Holly, Lumberton & 
Medford Railroad. The right-of-way of a short 
branch that ran through Vincentown is now occu
pied by part of Route 206. 

In the late 1860's the line from Camden through 
Pennsauken, Maple Shade, Merchantville and 
Moorestown, out to Mt Holly, was constructed and 
first known as the Camden, Moorestown, Hainesport 

, and Mount Holly Horse Car Transportation Com
pany. Another small branch that ran from Browns 
Mills to Whiting was built in 1871, then extended in 
1881 to Seaside Park and Bay Head Junction in 
Ocean County. 

These lines operated with both freight and pas
senger service. The passenger service peaked in the 
mid 1920's when approx 25 trains in each direction 

would pass through Riverton. These included two 
New York to Atlantic City trains and locals that ran 
from Trenton to Philadelphia via the Delair Bridge. 
The parallel track through Pennsauken and Moores
town, going out to Mt. Holly, had over 20 trains per 
day in each direction, at its peak. For a short time 
there was also a trolley line that paralleled the Cam
den-Amboy track through Riverside, Riverton and 
Palmyra, with service from Camden to Trenton (not 
included in this talk). 

By 1915 many of these smaller lines were con
solidated into the Camden and Burlington County 
Railroad, and eventually, all were controlled by the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, which had the equipment and 
manpower to operate them. All, that is except for The 
Union Transportation Company, although the track 
on which it operated was owned by the Pennsylvania, 
and the Union leased it. 

In the present day, only the main north-south 
routes of the Camden-Amboy, and the Camden
Mount Holly line remain in place and are in active 
use. Frank will show a map depicting these early rail 
lines so that we can get a perspective of the locations, 
stops and final destinations of these lines, compared 
to the automobile transportation routes with which 
we are accustomed today. 

Frank Kozempel has served in the U.S. Air 
Force, and as a computer manager for ffiM, but his 
first and foremost interest from his teenage years to 
the present day has been railroads. Frank has worked 
for the Reading Lines, and Pennsylvania Reading 
Seashore Lines as a boilermaker assistant, block op
erator and train director. He is a past President of the 
West Jersey Chapter - National Railway Historical 
Society, and is a member of the Railway and Loco
motive Historical Society, as well as other railroad 
related historical organizations. 

The Riverton School, at Fifth and Howard 
Streets, and the school Media Center (library) are 
handicapped accessible. Attendees should enter the 
school through the main doors facing Fifth Street. 
There will be a short refreshment period afterward. 
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Hagar the Horrible 

Two Commendations Awarded 

During the bus iness portion of the Genera l 
Meeting on January 27, two ertificates of om
mendation re presented to separate Ri erton 
homeown r for outstanding work in pre erving 
Riverton landmarks (their homes). 

The r cipi nts were: 

Drew De oursey Gilmore, 201 Second t. 
Drev \ a c ited for his excellent, and on-go ing 

exterior re t ration of his c irca 1920 Dutch Colo
nial home including metal siding removal, v ood 
siding re t ration, replacement of wood brackets 
and trim d r and window restoration, and p int
ing. 

Rkbard a nd Pat Brunker, 105 Thoma Ave. 
(corner of Thomas and Second treet) 

Richard and Pat have spent about the last six 
years d ing numerous projects on their home in
cluding tructural straightening, remo al fan in
appropriat addition, installation of th" mi ing 
cupola a seen in the 1890 lithograph v indow 
and d r replacement, siding restoration p rch re
opemng and painting. 

T heir home is the c. 1884 former carriag and 
tenant hou e of the Earnshaw Hous at e ond 

treet and Lippincott Avenue (for a long time- Or. 
Mi ll ' house). 

The Historical Society occasional! 
these Commendations to homeowners h 
e traordinary restorations to their home 
cover-up siding removal, exterior restorali 
re-opening, and porch reconstruction . 

Each of these properties are a great contribu
tion to the original and early fabric of thei r n; pec
ti e neiahborhoods. Please take time t drive or 

0 

wa lk slowly by these properties to admire these ex-
ce llent restorations. Congratulations Drew, and 
Richard and Pat. We know that ou will keep up 
the good work! 
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Then and Now • • • 

Nothing diminishes man's perception of his 
own power quite like the forces of nature con
fronting our designed world head-on with se
vere winter weather. Crippling cold (for long 
periods at a time), frozen waterways, and heavy 
snow and ice storms remind us of what minute 
creatures we are on this vast Earth, and how 
powerless we are compared to what the atmos
phere of the mighty Earth can bring forth. 

This could not be truer of our experience 
over the past 3 months in the "Delaware Val
ley" (and beyond). But how does our recent ex
perience stack up to those.ofour forbearers .ewer 
the past century or more, in a small New Jersey 
Borough such as Riverton? In fact this most re
cent snow storm ranks only 6th in the list of 
highest snowfall storms on record. 

The National Weather Service (NWS -with 
local station in Mt Holly, NJ) recently listed this 
"Record Event Report" of what will become 
known as the "President's Day Weekend Storm 
of 2003": "Through 4:00pm Monday Feb. 17, 
18.7 inches of snow had fallen at Philadelphia 
International Airport since snow began on Sun
day morning. This is the third highest total for a 
February storm event. The highest amount is 
21.3 inches on February 11th and 1th in 1983 
and the second highest is 18.9 inches on Febru
ary 12th through 14th in 1899. 

The top five storms are: 
30.7 inches on January 7th and 8th in 1996. 
21.3 inches on -February 11th and 1th in 1983. 
21.0 inches on December 25th and 26 in 1909. 
19.4 inches on April3rd and 41h in 1915. 
18.9 inches on February 12th to 14th in 1899. 

An additional note stated that 1.1 inches of 
snow fell on Saturday February 15th, and the 
NWS was reviewing this previous event to see 
if Saturday's snowfall should be included in the 
storm total. However, since 21 hours separated 
the end of the Saturday snow, and that of Sun
day-Monday, it appeared that the NWS would 
continue to treat these as separate events. 

"The Great Christmas Snowstorm" of 1909 
struck the North Atlantic States hard. The Phila
delphia area received 21 inches in 23 hours. 

However, the storm did its greatest damage in 
Rhode Island where winds gusted to 72 mph 
wrecking poles and wire. People were lost with 
their ships and others drowned in tidal flooding 
caused by the storm. 

April 3rd, 1915 was a spring nor'easter 
which brought the biggest late season snow on 
record to the east coast. Near blizzard conditions 
were created by 30 to 35 mph winds from the 
northeast during the storm. 

Besides the top ranking snow events listed, 
there were others. The winter of 1896 saw severe 
storms- in February, floods covered the Steam
boat pier and threatened the Yacht Club on it. 
The River wall at Dreer' s and the Gun Club' s 
properties were damaged at that time, and homes 
in East Riverton (Cinnaminson) were flooded. 

In 1899, the mid-February blizzard described 
above halted transportation and closed shops for 
several days. Snow was 2 feet deep everywhere, 
with much deeper in drifts. It was slow and diffi
cult to clear streets, with horse-drawn scrapers. 
John Bell, a clerk at the Roberts store, was shov
eling snow from the roof of the building, when 
"an avalanche" carried him off the roof into a 4-
foot drift of soft, wet snow below. He was not 
seriously hurt. The paper said Council had 
passed and published an ordinance requiring 
residents to remove snow from their walks, but it 
was ignored and not enforced. The item contin
ued "council might as well have saved the ex
pense of publishing it if they Cion ' t enforce it." 

Riverton Yacht Club surrounded by ice floes 
(first decade oftwentieth century) 



During the prolonged cold spell in January of 
2003, ports from Baltimore to New York to Bos
ton reported frozen-in conditions which required 
ice breaking ships to continually patrol to keep 
channels open. Such as been true many winters 
before on the Delaware at Riverton. 

In the late 19th century, it was not unusual 
for the river to freeze from shore to shore, and 
ice skaters and ice boats replaced summer' s 

. swimmers and sailors. Some took advantage of 
that way to visit friends in Pennsylvania, going 
via horse and sleigh. It was also customary for 
groups of men to cut large blocks of river ice for 
personal or commercial use. Since a frozen river 
was considered a public highway, this custom 
drew protests when the areas that had been har
vested froze over with a thin layer of ice that 
would not support the weight of a horse and 
sleigh, or sometimes even that of a man, and 
tragic accidents happened. 

Ice skates in that period were clamped into 
the sturdy soles of shoes. Most skaters were men 
or boys, although some girls and a few women 
also enjoyed the sport. Skates of those who were 
proficient and could "cut figures" had blades that 
curled up to the toes of the shoes. 

An article found in a newspaper during the 
winter of 1917-1918 reported that for the first 
time in many years, the river had frozen all the 
way across. Measurements made by boring holes 
into the ice set the depth of ice from seven-and
a-half to twelve-and-a-half inches. The weekend 
after the deep freeze brought out large crowds of 
people, estimated to be close to 1000. The article 
said that every man, woman and child own owns 
or could borrow a pair of ice skates helped swell 
the crowd". People were eager to be able to skate 
on a long, smooth surface, instead of the smaller 
and often rough ice on local ponds. 

Two young men from Moorestown came to 
Riverton and drove their car across the ice to 
Ehiladelphia, and one of the Biddle Boys (who 
lived on Bank Avenue) drove out onto the ice 
"and put it (his car) through several fancy 
stunts". 

A number of ice boats glided out and around 
the skaters. Biddle and Frismuth boys had the 
largest ones, capable of carrying twenty passen
gers, and had a great time on the ice-until the 
wind died out. 

In Anne Knight Ruffs book "Ruff Copy", in 
her chapter "Crossing the River - Winter" she 
describes a trek out onto river ice, with a friend 
and a dog, as far as a channel buoy near the 
Pennsylvania side, when the ice was "heaved up 
into large hummocks from previous tide 
changes, ... " and where they "climbed over large 
chunks of ice and slid down the other side ... ". 
(editor's note: I imagine that today, Riverton's 
finest would have the local Coast Guard helicop
ters circling overhead in a matter of minutes, 
were today's children to attempt such innocent 
bravery). 

The channel dug during the second World 
War, and stronger ice-boats have since limited 
the spectacle of the Delaware river freezing all 
the way across. 

Fortunately, historically, it has always been 
true, that after every big freeze there is a thaw, 
and after every large snowstorm, there is melt
ing. Severe Winter has always been followed by 
Spring. We have that to look forward to in the 
coming weeks. Dan Campbell, Editor 

(Some information reprinted from the National 
Weather Service, and thanks to Betty Hahle for re-printed 
information from her previous Yesterday .. . column) 
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Riverton Yacht Club in ice floes 
(circa first decade of twentieth century) 
Photo from pier restoration documents 
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