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Program. 

Monday, October 5, 1987 8 p.m. Music Room, Riverton Sch. 
"New Jersey's Lighthouses" 

Kim M. Ruth 
This program was originally scheduled for last May's meeting, but illness caused a 
last-minute change in plans. Mr. Ruth, a member of the United States Lighthouse Society, 
and of the Great Lakes Lighthouse Keeper's Association, has combined his interest in 
history and photography to bring a program to us now that combines beautiful slides 
of lighthouses with a talk that is interesting and informative. 

Among his published articles are "Touring New Jersey's Lighthouses'; and "Finns Point 
Rear Range Lighthouse~ 

Meeting dates for this season are: October 5, November 23, January 11 (1988), March 7, and 
May 2. Programs will include bits of Riverto~ history, antiques, and other topics-
Newsletters will carry program information, and meetings will be held at Riverton School, 
5th & Howard Sts., unless otherwise noted. John Handfield, program chairman, has plan
ned an interesting schedule for this year--plan to attend, and invite a friend, too. 

Names ... 
Similarity of names sometimes leads to confusion as to what a particular organization or 

group represents. We have been asked to clarify the identities of our Historical 
Society, the APR, and the Review Committee: 
The Historical Society of Riverton: Purpose, as defined in our Constitudon, is"to 

bring together those people who are interested in history, and especially in the 
history of the Borough of Riverton, but not limited thereto. The Society's major 
function will be to create an awareness of our heritage, to discover, restore, and 
preserve local objects and landmarks, and to continue to expand our knowledge of the 
history of the area." To this end we hold meetings, open to the public, with 
programs of interest; publish a quarterly Newsletter; hold speci~l programs or work
shops periodically; have a self-guided walking tour; have plaques for significant 
buildings (on application of owners); maintain a small collection of archival and 
other materials, currently under the care of Nancy Siefert, which may be used for 
research on site, under supervision. 

The Association for the Preservation of Riverton (APR) was founded in the Spring of 
1982 when Hearings on the Application for proposed expansion of the Baptist Home on 
the riverbank began. They provided legal representation and expert witnesses to 
defend the integrity of the area, and in meeting costs incurred, became successful 
fund-raisers through events that are becoming new traditions in the community. They 
are "a neighborhood association dedicated to the preservation of the cultural and 
historical character of the Borough of Riverton': A social group with civic inter
ests, they sponsor and/or contribute to various community activities. 

The Architectural Review Committee was established in 1985, to make recommendations 
to the Planning Board regarding changes requiring permits to properties within the 
designated "Historic District" and any building throughout the borough erected up to 
and including the year 1914. This is done in an effort to preserve the architecture 
of the structure and the character of the neighborhood. While their suggestions are 
not mandatory, their suggestions and advice are both helpful and valuable in main
taining Riverton's heritage. There are 5 members on the Committee, appointed to 
1 year terms. It is important for both owner and committee to be aware of the age 
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of a structure and what materials and/or changes are appropriate for its period 
and style. 

The Riverbank ... 
Riverton's founders divided the choice properties, those fronting on the river, among 

themselves, but made provision for all residents to have access to the river and its 
bank. Deed restrictions kept the landscaped area between road and river wall unbroken 
by any type of structure, and maps, gazeteers, and other printed materials noted the 
parklike area, privately owned and maintained, enjoyed by all. Uninterrupted use of 
this area in the traditional way long ago established such use as a "public trust". 

Properties, by deed, go well past the river wall, out into the river itself. The road, 
Bank Avenue, was one of the first opened in the village, in 1~51, and was dedicated 
along with the rest of the existing streets in 1879 "to public use as public highways 
forever'.' 

Older residents have fond memories of walking along the wall, skimming stones into the 
water, of wading or swimming, of family walks ending with sitting under the trees to 
watch the sailboats. And of band concerts on the bank, of fireworks and Fourth of July 
activities. ~ot so many years ago, at least one teacher at Riverton school would take 
his class on a hot day to the riverbank to have lessons there. 

Times change. Since WW II greater mobility--not only increased numbers of cars and use 
of bridges, but also more frequent job and residence changes--has brought increasing 
numbers of people to the area. Some abuse the privilege by unacceptable behavior or 
by littering or destroying property. Speeding cars and increasing numbers of them 
on Bank Avenue make walking along it or crossing over it a risk. 

Recently, the riverbank owners have banded together and demanded that something be done 
about the problems. At the last Borough Council meeting complaints were aired and 
suggestions made. Some want the area closed to all but the owners; some would let 
residents peacably walk by, but not "outsiders". Some want resolution by litigation. 

The owners of riverbank properties have every right to protest abuse of the privilege of 
use of the properties they have to maintain. However, to terminate a public trust, a 
tradition unbroken for over lJO years, should not be ended over a situation that can 
change for the better just as it has, in recent years, changed negatively. Litigation 
is expensive, and in fact, no one really wins. Everyone is hurt, in some way, by it. 

Many suggestions were made, at the meeting: signs posted by the Borough saying that the 
riverbank is privately owned 'and maintained, that use by the public is a privilege and 
not to be abused; checks on speeders and abusers of the area's use; limiting Bank 
Avenue to local, not through, traffic; banning use of the area after dark (when most 
of the unacceptable behavior and noise oc~urs). These were some suggestions made. 

It is greatly to be hoped that a peacable scLution can be worked out. And all residents 
should remember that every privilege carries with it a responsibility--to ignore one 
can bring about loss of the other. 

Miscellany ... 
A reminder that notepaper and walking tour folders are available at the Victorian Tymes 

and at the Library. And that membership renewals are due. New members are welcome 
at any time. 

On§~~~ 22 the East Lynne Co., co-sponsored by the Burl. Co. Cultural/Heritage Commission 
under the auspices of the Freeholders and County Historical Society, gave an excellent 
play, ''The Politician Out-Witted", written in 1788, in honor of the Constitution's 
Bicentennial. Tickets were free--those sent to our Historical Society were given to 
members who expressed an interest in attending. Thanks to the sponsors for a 
delightful experience. 

NCS Theatre Co., Inc.--1987-8~ Bicentennial Anniversary season offers 5 plays, Oct. thru 
April, 3 of which will be held at the 1796 Court House in Mt. Holly. Call 261-2656 
for information, tickets, reservationa ... 

Cranbury Historical & Preservation Society offers a House Tour Sunday, Sept. 27, 1-5 pm 
Day of Tour tickets at Bank, 32 N. Main St, Cranbury $8.00 
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The Public is invited to a formal ceremony dedicating the 1810 Historic Prison in Mt. 
Holly as a National Historic Landmark at noon, Oct. 21st. 

Zurbrugg's Designers' Showcase 1~87 is open daily thru Oct. 4th, at 701 Bank Avenue, 
Riverton. The 1910 Walter Woolman house, recently named "Moccia Manor" may be seen 
M-T-Sat. trom 10 am-5 pm; W-T-F, 10 to 8; and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. 

Historic Germantown offers a Holiday Sampler on Dec. 10, 11, 12, and tickets may be 
purchased on site for $10.00. Asher's Candy Factory may also be visited, but a 
separate phone-call is required--1-215-849-3790. Group tours can be arranged--if 
members are interested, call Sally Mattis, Ways & Means Ch. 

Program: Taking the Mystery Out ot History II: A Buyer's and Seller's Guide to Historic 
Properties. Sat. Oct 24, begins ti:sU a.m. at Francis Asbury Manor, 70 Stockton Ave., 
Ocean Grove N.J. Includes talks on styles of N.J. Architecture, History, local 
Preservation regulations, etc., and a walking tour of Ocean Grove. Reservations, 
Preservation N.J., 180 Township Line Rd. 1 Belle Mead N.J. 08502. Inf. Kitty Shuler, 
(1-201-359-4557) $15 members, $20 non-members. 

If you have not yet visited the new Library of the Burlington County Historical Societ 
you should ... it is a valuable resource in our county. 

Mark this year's meeting dates on your calendar now, so you won't have the disappointmen· 
of finding another activity scheduled for the same evening. Make this the year you 
become more active, and strengthen our membership by encouraging others to join. 

Yesterday ... 
New Jersey ratified the Constitution on 18 December, 1787, by a unanimous decision. It 

was the third to do so. 
At that time, Riverton and Palmyra were as yet unheard of--in fact, the founders of these 

towns had not yet been born! All of our tri-borough area, and more, was within the 
township of Chester, which reached from Pennsauken to Rancocas Creeks. 

By 1887, the Centennial celebration of the Constitution, the area was no longer vast 
farmlands, but supported many small villages. Cinnaminson had separated from Chester 
1n 1~60, and within Cinnaminson, both Riverton and Palmyra had grown beyond village 
status and were planning independence from Cinnaminson. 

In Palmyra there were J separate areas of development--in West Palmyra there was an arm 
at an angle from Broad to the river that cut through Broad above Market and Broad/Vin~ 
at the railroad, to Market and Wallace at Souder St. 1 at the other--many lots, and 
some scattered houses. Below the railroad from Elm to Vine, and Sown to 4th St--with 
an arm down to 3rd between Horace and Delaware Sts was the second section--with the 
cluster of houses along the railroad and one side of Cinnaminson. Above the railroad, \! 

a wedge-shaped development between Highland and Cinnaminson was the third area, with 
most houses between Broad and Wallace Sts., and some along the s/w side of Cinnaminson 
below Charles St. 

Riverton had expanded beyond the original village below the railroad, with the Lippincott 
ext ens ion to the upper side of Thomas, and then the Thomas Ex tens ion, t.) Elm Ave. 
Above the railroad were building lots on both sides of Main, to 9th St., and some 
houses had been built on both Main and Cinnaminson Sts. there. The Dreer Nurseries 
occupied the land between creek and Fulton Sts. up to the railroad--and would soon 
expand above that. The greatest number of homes were on Main, Broad, Bank, and 
Lippincott, with some on:Penn, some on Howard above 4th and a few on Thomas, also 
above 4th St. 

Christ Episcopal's churchyard was still at Broad/Main Sts., its chapel had not yet been 
replaced with a Parish House, and the Davis house was still on the grounds at the 
corner (4th/Main). The frame school house was at the corner of 4th and Howard, and 
a small private school was still on Mrs. Hall's property above 4th/Lippincott. The 
Riverbank had a solid row of fine homes from Howard to Thomas Ave., and at either 
corner of that between Thomas and Linden stood the homes of Wm Thomas and JCW Frish: 
The Reese home, formerly Miller's, stood at the Bank below Fulton. And the Yacht C 
was still quite new, erected on the "steamboat pier", as labeled on the 1886 map. 

Labor Day was still a new holiday, first celebrated in 1882. In February, 1887, the 
Riverton Ball Club joined an Amateur League, and were planning new grounds, "only a 
minute's walk from the station", to cost $10,000. It would have running and bicycl' 
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tracks, and a new clubhouse. Location? Between Lippincott and Thomas Aves., just 
above the railroad. In August, the S&C Club played baseball with Riverton's team· .: 
there--and won, 16-15. :,\ .1;: 

In September, Burlington County's Band Club met in Palmyra for their convention. Palin~~, 
was scheduled to get a new railroad station, and a Telford road was laid at Riverton's 
station. (A Telford road was one of crushed stone; Riverton's Main StTeet was the 
first such road in Burlington county). 

Edwin Fitler, in his Yacht NANNIE, won Riverton Yacht Club's regatta; he ran the 12-mile 
course in l br. 53 min. 40 sec. Charles Biddle, in the NETTLE, was 2nd. 

Silas J. Coddington's house and sign painting business was still on Cinnaminson St. He 
had started there in 1868. Louis Corner ran the Riverton Express, Wm J. Mcilhenny had 
his plumbing/heating business, founded 10 years earlier, on Main Street. A.C.Heulings 
had the feed/coal/lumber business at the new store that would soon become the Jos. T. 
Evans Co. (now a vacant lot), and John M. Plumly, housepainter, opened his shop on 
Howard. St. The general store on the point (Howard/Main) had been purchased by Jos . 
. M. Roberts, who had a similar business in Palmyra in the building he had erected 
that became Morgan, then POSofA Hall. Quigley's Livery on Penn St. had opened just 
a year past, in the masonry building now a fine residence; and the Wool:;ton Carriage 
Building shop on 7th St. was still new. 

Perhaps the most significant development that took place in 1887 in our immediate area, 
was the formation, then incorporation, of Palmyra's Independence Hook & Ladder Co.#l. 
After a disasterous fire in May, 1886 (see Gaslight News Feb/Apr 1984, 4t33) a company 
formed in earnest, and outfitted itself with buckets and a farm wagon and a length 
of hose that could be fitted to a pump (on a property). At the same time Riverton 
Brigade #2 was similarly outfitted. 

This first small group made plans to move ahead, selling subscriptions to raise funds 
to purchase better equipment, leasing a lot from Springer on Broad St. on which they 
erected a small shed to house a truck ordered just before their incorporation in August. 
The truck arrived from New York, and there was a spectacular housing on Thanksgiving 
Day. Later on, when Palmyra's new railroad station was built, the company purchased 
the small temporary station that had been erected for interim use, and with it made a 
second floor to their building. They also purchased an engine wheel tire from the Pa. 
R. R. to use for an alarm, but discarded that in favor of a bell, for which they built 
a tower at the rear of their building. 

When the company was formed there was no water company, so there were no water ma~ns 
or fire plugs. In 1889 these were realized , and equipment had to be updated. There 
have been many other changes, over the years--a larger firebell, requiring a larger 
and stronger tower,;alarm boxes were placed in 4 homes each in Riverton and Palmyra, 
and signals indicated th e location of a fir e ; in 1918 sirens replaced the earlier 
signal boxes/bells. New equipment necessitated renovations to the building, and 
in 1956 the company moved into the former A&P building, remodelled to accommodate the 
company's equipment and needs. Training of firefighters is constantly updated, as well. 

Since 1922, when the Volunteer Ambulance Company was formed, their headquarters has 
been in the Fire Company's building. Today, they are the Nation 1 s oldest Volunteer 
Ambulance Association. 

The Fire Company has been financed in many ways--at first, totally by subscription. 
When that no longer could meet the cost••of equipment, funds through taxes were begun. 
Funds have been raised through boxing and other sporting events, plays, musicals, etc. 
and donations. The Ladies' Auxilliary, organized 1923 and incorporated 1925, has 
contributed greatly, raising funds for helmets, boots, coats, and other equipment. 

While we celebrate the Bicentennial of our Nation's Constitution, we also celebrate the 
Centennial of the Independence Fire Company, and extend our congratulations and our 
thanks to these volunteers who serve our communities so well. 

bbh ,ed. 
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