
The Historical Society uses interpretive signage 

to honor and preserve Rivertonõs rich historical 

past for the enjoyment and education of resi-

dents and visitors alike. Several wayside mark-

ers tell the story of Riverton's people, buildings, 

historic sites and events.  

Except for two text-only cast metal signs at the 

clock plaza and near the former site of the  

bicycle track, the signs each start with a signifi-

cant town feature with a well-documented story 

to drive the con-

tent and focus. 

Compelling, site-

specific graphics 

and text illumi-

nate the story and 

enhance what the 

visitor is seeing 

and experiencing. 

Board member Roger Prichard, lead research-

er and designer for the Societyõs Historical 

Marker Program since 2017, shares below his 

experience and tells about the next signs we 

can expect. 

Doing research like this is addictive, like read-

ing a mystery novel, because behind each dusty 

date and fact lies an engrossing human story. 

With every mystery there are puzzles to solve.  

It is easy to start with the deeds at the Burling-

ton County 

Clerkõs Office in 

Mt. Holly be-

cause each deed 

has the name of 

the owner(s) and 

refers you back 

where to find the 

previous deed.  

     

Historical markers develop public awareness of the significance and meaning of a place 
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The key to solving the clues to these elusive 

stories arises from data mined from the 

òtombsó where the old volumes of deeds      

are stored.  

Burlington County now has the most recent 

deeds online, but to get everything prior to that 

you need to use one of the computers located 

in the Clerk's office that has their software to 

bring up the scanned historical pages.  

Lurking behind all the mundane title deed  

information for a property lie clues leading to 

the usual suspects behind a property transfer ð 

relocation, death of the owner(s), divorce,  

foreclosure, and bequests. 

For each owner whose name    

we know, the next rich source   

of information is ancestry.com.  

I have been compiling a large 

family tree there called "Early 

Families of Riverton NJ," which 

anyone with an Ancestry subscription can see 

in full detail.   

The deed gave us the name and the approxi-

mate dates the person lived here. With that,  

an Ancestry search can turn up census, church, 

military, and directory records for people who 

are likely matches.  From some of these you 

can often turn up occupations and the names 

and ages of spouses, children, servants, and 

boarders, etc. 

Google is your friend, too!  Use the name with 

"Riverton" or "Philadelphia" and be prepared to 

sift through hundreds of useless hits. Persevere 

in the face of such red herrings and dead ends 

and follow the evidence. 

Google has a huge number of books and    

periodicals from the era of expired copyrights, 

including trade and professional publications, 
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311 Bank Ave. marker draft 

20-pound, leather-wrapped    

Burlington Co. deed books   
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boring holes into the ice set the depth of 
ice from seven-and-a-half to twelve-and-a-
half inches. The weekend after the deep 
freeze brought out large crowds of people, 
esti-
mated 
to be 
close 
to 
1000. 
The 
article 
said 
that 
òevery 
man, 
woman 
and 
child who owns or could borrow a pair of 
skates helped swell the crowd.ó 

People were eager to be able to skate on a 
long, smooth surface, instead of the small-
er and often rough ice on local ponds.  

Two young men from Moorestown came 
to Riverton and drove their car across the 
ice to Philadelphia; and one of the Biddle 
boys (who lived on Bank Avenue) drove 
out onto the ice òand put it (his car) 
through a number of fancy stunts.ó 

A number of ice boats glided out and 
around the skaters. Biddle and Frish-
muth boys had the largest ones, capable of 
carrying twenty passengers, and had a great 
time on the ice ð until the wind died out. 

A smaller ice boat captured the most atten-
tion and interest. It was built by 11-year-old 
Art Wright, who lived at 305 Bank Avenue 
(in the house now located at Penn and Car-

Scanning and posting back issues of the Gas-
light News to our website has been both an eye

-opening and humbling experience. 

Eye-opening because I am discovering so many 

bits of Riverton history that further illuminate 

topics I have dealt with here since I edited my 

first newsletter in 2007. 

Humbling because I realize what a debt we 

owe to those many persons who have contrib-

uted research and supported the preservation 

mission of the Society since its inception in 

1970.  

While folks 

post wintry 

scenes on 

Facebook 

and stories 

of the Dela-

ware freez-

ing have 

appeared 

here be-

fore, per-

haps noth-

ing  paints a better picture of how old Riverton 

coped with frigid weather than this Gaslight 
News excerpt from Betty Hahleõs signature 

òYesterdayéó column (#96 March 2000).  

On a different note - Januaryõs wintery 
weather has brought to mind an article 
found in a newspaper during the winter of 
1917-1918. For the first time in many years 

the river had frozen all 
the way across. 

Measurements made by 
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Community owes a debt to the Historical 
Society for the Riverton history we know 
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Gertrude Wright out for a 

sleigh ride in 1914 from  
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Betty B. Hahle, former Gaslight 
News Editor and contributor, 

HSR President, Town Historian 
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As another           
disruption     
of the polar  
vortex promises to 
bring a towering    
mass of winter-chilled    
Arctic air our way,      
we look back to     
some deep-freezes     
of yesteryear. 
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