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GASLIGitzWBWS· 

THE HISTOIUCAL SOCIETY OF ~IVERTQN, INC. 
•,, ' ., . ' ·• 

· ~iverton, N. ·J. 0~077 · 

llo .• 1 

:0..~ ~ve grotffl sbor~r, nighta: are · c~].tr, · Ud. ~·~ t . - .~~··· . ot · 1!'&11 ·in the air. 
Ch~~ -~·. baok ia achool, ·.-. ano~ aeuon Gt ... 1'9)£1t~4f8'· ~;-~. We hope 
Y® wtu: .tJl.}c.y Your aeabexahip aJtd t.he acUYitlee o(· ·--~~~: ~t.carical Society this 
B81a80Jl. ~ w$,11 be 4 regu.la:cl.y • ..,.~ed. ••~• ·'...,_) . ·~· ozae c;t which will 
be tM thgw~. qt "R~e ill Rive~!~ 'the ;yeu~• ....... 1&1., -~~ with a list 
of y*: .QN'i;~~· ~ Baud and • •~•l»nftip ~aew~l sU:p, &3:e OD · tbte l.Ut page. Keep 
·it ~J: :~q:~~~oe. Welcoae t.o'k ••• ~.. _ .. . 

. ' . ·, .· ····' - -.. ·' . . 

QCf.9~r -"•~~nc ~ ,... . .· . . .. 
M~y:/~~9~' ;) 8 p.a. · ft'f!~ _ -Jf],.!.P ~Qp~~ 

·~· S.&t ill i:&seaerata l8tb c..,_~ M.-..~_.., .fM. ~~ ~out.,raente" 
A al14en~ot~ a~t an unu8ual but !aao~•fA•;···~ ~U...· tc.pJ.c-a 
at~ ~ .~~'d.• 4nd pl\Ulb1J18 ~ella- Crew ~~ .... ~..,J.•• •. .._. ~-.. : ..... Linn P. 
Brown Qt•:t)ie·. ·hJ,%aouat Park HOUle ·· Gutdee it . "' ··~-~ Jlllinil ot .Art. 

Mn. ~-· .. ta a University. of --.,1~ .. '"- ~--.. ~.--· "J.t: Ill·~--. · _ .. ·· •t Ciiveden, Cbaimail 0t &uld• of Stentou., a lecturer-' '.......,. .. . ·· ·. -• ·A4Ult ·school, and a 
Jiea'ber of tAe Gol•i&l llaaea ot Aaerica ..t:·-~ p.~a. Ail4 1n addition, 1a 
a apoaker whaae wit and charlt ca:ptiva~ .... ··ott· · . 
l)on•t aiaa '\bia fil'et ... ting Qf the D .... Qrlll. Brtag &lcag a friend. 

- - - - - ~ - - - - - -· - ~ 

Fila ••••• 
Ia J.une we receiYecl a doaatioa of $5()0.0() t.rca ._ ... .-.a ClJI•, prooe.U fraa the 
Doll Hou.e Show in May, a suoc.a 1a spite of tw·o ~. '# ~ Ai:n. ADd a 
donatioa of $100.00 fr011 P&laJr&-Ri~ Jlot&rx.. .. _..,. -~JI.J,t •guall1 welcoae­
doaatiqu froa several 1nd1v1dula. 11.56 t ... t of ..,.lit.·· -~; )jiM . -'9\ dew;d.carated 
have -~ reduced to 16aa sise on q.fe fila, _. "':.q ,_. ''-~te : tor · BbowiDg soon. 
Prints a&ld slldee froa indirlclual t:raaee an pt ~. Jt:" .... t:~ 'tal,t Ifill be daae 
this Fall. em- grateful thanks for all thaae whoe-tf s.-~t 0. ila4e it posSible 

for this old nitrate fila &bout Riverton in 1926 to be ~~= 

- - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - , Survey ••••• 

Tbe survey should have been ooapleted by now. Un.f-~---1¥ • ae.-raJ. . ueipllents 
were not coapleted, and others bave a few acat~ ·~ Mtrdi.ng lldd.itiOD&l Woraa­
tion. If 4 or 5 aeabere are williDg to volUDteu. ~- ••ia~ ·ISOif, for about 
6 weeke of work, we caD get t.his project oaaple~ :•- ,~ aca1ut;1on in before 'the 
end of this year. If you can help, pleaae call ~31$<..,_ :o#'c to do eo. This 
is a worth-while goa.l, soaething we oan take prid• ill-nM 4Qu.e. · · · 

And once coapleted, other project.e can be oQUicl....a. •• i4 •th••• later ••••• 
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Gas Ligh te ..... 
Your .Boai.'d is ll&king an effort to note U7 Ugbta aut. ot service, and to call it to 
the attention of Public Service. lfot.ifying our local polioe who, in turn, call Pub­
lic Service, geta a. proapt response, ill contrast to a direct call froa a resident. 

You can help by :reporting any ligbt you see that needs attention, show your inter­
est in these beautiful old gu street laape ~ ~.~ Ill._ .~t t.be1 ane cared for 
properly at all tiaes, aDd Rot just noti,qed ~ ~'·~ ~· 

- ~ - - - - - - --- ~ -- -
~ 'n ~ .•.•. 

Did :you see our Float in Riverton's Fourth of Ju:cy Parade th1s year? It was the 
"brain child" of Mary Griffith, who, with her cOitllittee, planned and executed it­
and won illl award: 
our thanka were sent to Caapbell's SoUJ> for len4ing us the truck on which the 
picnicing fuilies rode. · 

:OOC ...___-*ld.a aeaeeter b.troduced 2 new courses in Genealogy ud J.Qcal Hi•tory, deal­
ing with researching and resources. The college bas a tine Library, available to 
the public aa well as to students. These are crec:lit courses, ad started Sept 10, 
but Woru:ti011 is available by calling 894-9311 ext 222. 

Alao ~~ BOO ue 2 history lect~ opea to tbe publi~a Sept 24, 7 pa, with Robert 
Reij~, Oft bfluence of Jon.& Ta'\bu Oil 17th ~~~ -..J;.iag\on couat:y. C. Oct 19, 
also 7 :pa, llU. ·L. DerJ:y, uthar ot "®land:~~¢ ~bea ot IIJ" will speak 
about clmrohee ot Burlington COimtY ill 1l.fte ~.i.W · ptJ:tod. 
Please phone 894-9311, ext .320 in advance it :Pl.wiohtri to atMad. either lecture. 

If you think things reuin unchanged in a. small 'kMm, look about you tod&ya how raany 
houses have had additions, sidillg, or other alterations in recent aontha, on just 
your street? Photograpba and written notes help to aa.illtain an accurate record of 
changes soon unnoticed. 

And will you soon forget the fire, one hot July night, that destroyed a hundred years 
of history in a utter of a few hours? 1t2 the ruins of the Evans building were pulled 
down, early in the morning, the brick facade fell away, exposing for a moment the 
earlier clapboard front with ite painted ads for various kinds of feeds and grains, 
as well aa for lwaber and buildbg supplies. 

The business had begun as A.C. Heullngs feed and building supplies in the l.&Bt ha.lf 
of the 19th century. Albert c. Heulings bought the property in December 188.5 at a 
sheriff's sale, froa Su Rudderow, who bought it. again after Heulinga• death and re­
sold the property to Evans, who expanded the business and the buildings. The origina.l 
long shed-like building M7 have been built llUCh earller-Pa.lllyra Mora.vian Church bas 
a receipt dated 1863 for lumber for a fence that was .purchased fr0111 Heulings. 

When the New IAta.f reopens, across the street, take the to look at the building so pains­
takingly cared for and restored. It was built in 1909 for Wa. H. Stiles, local 
druggist, and bas a beautiful tin ceiling-one of the few reaa.ining in the area-
and the original lighting fiXtures and shelves along the walls • • - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - -

Yesterday ••.•• 

Spea.king of changes. time and seasODB bring an endless flow of thea •••••• cODBider, for 
a. aoment, the period froa the first half of the last century to the first half of 
this ••••••• 
In Philadelphia, at suuaer•s ead, faailies began to plaa for their aovea back to 
their city hoaes froa their s111111er faras out in the country-Mount Airy, Faireaount, 
si tea along the banka o£ the winding Schu7lldU with 1 ta overhanging trees and wander­
ing streams so delightful for rowing and 7achting. 



v -3· 
Tbiap M4-.... clwlciag, thoup, •1-. the Wara l.l.oaa .... 4oc~. t.b~. "14• p:-.in.ad• 
aa4 all wt a f• ot tbe b1c o~ . p1nea aat1 other u.. bid 41•&~:~ · ·Marke.t 
hOWl• vexw Mglag up HiP S~t, eYeD ~l.aald.Ja« tiM b~• ~~ · u4 neat reM• 
of hOIIHa, With vtu, frieDillT pcB'Ollaa, wen aprillciDg up all &round 1M edpa of 
tbe ol4 city, eruila« fiM-1:17 the. deatructioa by Britiah t.roope, and' ·spreading 'beyond. 
Tbe BQIIIIer fana n.o lonpr •-• eo far out ia the coant.ry •••••• 

'lllere. were other ~. too, altbough ••• still shook. tbei:r beaU at tbe id,M of 
pubUc lillra.d,es iDStee of private 'book coUect101111, h'&JakllJi'B ooo.cept,· bepn with 
& ~lleotioa pl.&Qed ill Carpenter•• H&U, vu ga1111;ag acceptu~e. Yowag aea ,.~ l:,eea 
often ·~t t.o ~!aDd .~·luro,P~t for tM~ educaticma, &Dd Acadaaiea for JO\Ulg :~ea 
wert repla.e1ng tutol:a 1n the boae. . . . . . . ' . . . 

1-t'otesaar Cbaz'lee D, Qleye~, e4liC&tor, ~mth.- of t.eXtboO.b -.1 ~. ti;releas . 
worker to •net ala~, opane4 -. Sch"ol ftR; yo.g ~- on QlbtOra $~•t·.l•<~lil ·· . 
ttlilMlelpaa, coaventent~ olof,• ~ ~ h.~ . al:¥.1. 'bua~n_,. •• ot .: ·~-~-.~f'Y-1: . 
·~taa.ta, &1ld. it vu a au~~ • .,...,.~ ~~~~·.•u.ffe~ P.~o.# ~1~, ·~: 
aoijpt a cu-.te that liiRt be 'beMf';i.Qial \o till.· • ~t ~ bo.-· <frl', ~·,.~¥'.it .. 
Ot a, c~ ia Cheater, lf.J~, a p],~t a"t ~~~ ~ ~~ ·-~·,~~-t~~. ·:·: · 
~ .. w~tQ a~t,_m taas &D4 • .ffJJI ~~ ~···· . ~~· ::~:'the a~11. a 
Pl,.._~ o.a~,·u4'train aad ·~·-~.cea ~· ·~·.~14·~~-~-~ 
J. group of 9 of these aercbaata liked. tbe ~ w·~1· . -~ ·~ mtftaJ.~~ •(!ill,age 
rising on the apot, caretul]J nurtured to grav i-.:' ·N.t::~~·~ · r~~·o,t'~?lto~ a coalaunity 
of fine haaes aad faaUy life. They parcbuecl f~~. · w.a aut~ plots, and 
fODled a cca:p&D,7 to direct their vill.a88'a developa .. t. Protea~QJ" Clewland aold 
his riverbank hoae to his friud J. Miller JICKia, ·& ~ellow ~boli't4~t, &lid. built 
again, further froa the river. When the first c~ .ifaa built, it was on a aite 
the professor owned., near the railroad. He a~rv~ · ~ .~ ~-- ~ '~tt Riverton 
Iaproveaent Coapany until hie death, in Phi~•l.~.~·.:·ifl:~~ , ~«f.·;-.~ .((le~~· 
although raot aentioaed in aoat ~Ol!da ·of tpe· ,~~' ~~i :l)& : ~~.;~:l'!a~~~" 
'J;he llttl~ Y,l~ grew. lAMia~$ 1Q.DI .. w.:;t~.·:f"~~~·.~·;-.qr.a,e .W'~ed., 
froa ~ ... n i~ :a.cOcM Cre~&kS, with se&f.~··~ Ot .... :a,ziit:.~~; A 
saa11 br.lct aob~UJ,911Se aerved. the ohildrea froa the acattered. t .. , '~lt 1B 1822, 
ua aovact ou.t Of the path at the taad•·and .Aabo1 railroad t.raon 'tbl.t>V,m laid 
in 18.36, forever cbangin.s a way ot life. Wit!l the deve1o.,nt of tbe .Tillage of 
Riverton a 1-rooa true achool building was erected a~ 4tb ud: How~ Str.eta ( 1865) 
identified aa l.at District, #7, C111DM1nsoa. ot the 12,5 pzpila retl~tered, .Sl were 
froa Rivertoa. By 189Z a 6 rooa, 2 story building was at the aaae location, with 
1 ts bell-uaed until 1932-in a cupola on the roof. In 1896 the origiD&l Catholic 
aissicm waa p,JrCbased and aoved froa dOifll the block to join the school, aad becaae 
the first Un<iergarten in the COUilty--a concept proaoted b7 the Porch Club •. By this 
t1ae so .. p~pils were rectiving lOth and lltb grade instructiODB in the school, and 
travelled to other areas for further educatiOD. After 1907 students could atterut the 
aew Pa.l.ayra. High School. In 1909 tbere were 305 atudenta enrolled in Riverton school, 
ad the first brick school bdldi.Dg was authorised.. It was centered on the lot, aad 
f&f,led .Sth Street, bad 11 claaarooaa, an auditoriU., aad II&Dllel t.ra1ni.ng facilities. It 
could accOJUtcdate lfOo student&. SUcceaai.,. years 'brought further adcii tiCm& ud 
alterations, bLtt that central buildiDg ia still a part of our school. 

The little lliasion-kindergarten build.iag aoved. acroes the railroad, in 1910, and was 
joined to the foraer Episcopal parish house, all ready aoved. to tbat site, and becaae 
a Post Office. La.ter it becaae the New Era build.iDg, and then F:reddy•a shoe repair 

shop, where you can still see the hook froa which the first bell wu hung, 

The parents of &11 these children were busy, too. In spite of lODg wond.ng hours the7 
were active in churches, and in a aurpriai.Dg naber of clubB, org&B],zatiOJW, ucl 
secret societies. The 1909 Hew Ira listed sc:ae 26 such grou.ps, 1D a4ditioa to the 
Porch Club, Yacht Club, and Country Club, in Riverton and :RLl.ayr&. 

Yea, changes coae with tille and season., and Fall ushera in JIIUl7 of thea ••••••••• 
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Meeti.Dp, HiatoriC&l Societ.r of Rivert.a, 1~ ,__ ( •ohed;aued) 
lblda.Y eveni.naa, 8 Pit at. B1 Yertaa Sohool · \181•• oiillerwiae 110titied 

October 8 ltoveaber 26 Muob 10 ( 1980) Ma..Y 12 (Ailllual aeeting) 

Officeq, Mar ltT/9 to May 1981 
Presicleilt 
Vice Prelideat 
Seen tar, 
'rreuurer 

• l!er4 st Wmtea 
tera expirea a 

1980 
William Baxter 
Joan HartltaDa · 
~QJ. ProbatiDg 
A1tce Myera 

CbNIL 
Publloitr 
Curator 
Newsletter 

editor Betty Hable 

198l 
Ru~ ~:erer 
Nell·~ 
Ella.Miij- Moor,e 
Mary Griffith 

printi.Dg Harold Zayotti 
distribution Nancy Hall 

1982 
~--~~-ll 
s.ttr,~• 
J~·····~ 

Jlarold Zayotti 

11Gasllght News" p.tblished ~rJ.y, dellve:wc:l to all Habere 

Organization founded, By-Laws adopteda 19?4 
incorporated, 1978 

Newsletter started Fall, lffl' 

Meaber&hiJ8 are NCW DUB. Tear ott u.d ret.rn, with check, to Mrs. Ellen I.&yton 

If receipt is desired, please enclose SASE 630 LlDden Avenue 

~-- ~-~--~-----~---------~------------
Meabership, the Historical Society of Riverton 1979/60 

Naa•---------------------------------­
~8----------------------------------------~-on•---------
aeabe:nhipt $2.00 per year ----- senior citizena $1.00 per year -
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