THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF RIVERTON
Riverton, New Jersey 08077

"GASLIGHT NEWS"
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Tirst of all, _a date to mark on your calendaTseeesse [Tonday, Merch 1S...
With Spring alrost here (honest!) thoughts will be turning *owarc outings
to aearby places that are interesting, Jith this in mind, we've asked
Tre. Tall Areenburg, "istorian of Cemcen Tounty Cultural and 'leritage
Commiegsion, to present a program of slides ancé stories about historical
sites in Camden County.

"rs. Greenburg has a BA and Masters in American istory, and lives in
Moorestown. She has done extensive research of sites in Camden county,
has inventoried them, anc has co-authored a monograph, "l't. Laurel
Centennial Tistory." Ter knowledgme and enthusiasm are inspiring.
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Je now have a membership in the American Association for State and Local
Kistory. From them we have purchased several leaflets which should help
us to develop and strengthen our "'istoric Society, and some "how-to"
ﬁgformation on cataloging ané¢ caring for collectlons aind recording local

story.
A goal now is to have a place to cisplay items donated to the Society
where they can be properly cared for, enjoyed, and studied.

Hietoric Site
In December the Board voted to support a proposal to designate a section
of Riverton for inclusion in the National Register of 'listoric Places,
A letter was written to the Rorough Council, and Toard members plannec
to0 attend their meeting, when a representative from the Jtate had been
invited to discuss the proposal. Publicity was promised,to alert all
interested residents of the town who wanted to attend.

Publicity was not seen by any of our Board members, so none attended.
Even our letter did not reach the council before the meeting. ilowever,
council's rejection of the proposal did receive newspaper space. Three
persons, of Riverton's 3500 resicents, had attended. v

This points up 2 things: 1, the_need for each of us to be better informed
2, the need for hetter communication
To this end: this type of newsletter will be sent quarterly to all members
T “various printed information will be available; on loan, to -~
Fistorical Soc. members. Call 829-6315 to borrow them.
special meetings will be called for special issues
Representatives from our Society should attend every council

meeting, to open better communication lines in both di-
rections. Will you volunteer?

a telephone cormittee is needed so that members can be
contacted readily. Will you help?
Get Involved .. Become more Active .. An MHistoric Society is
as Asset to its community--if its members make it so

- - - - - - - - —-— - - -



4

y

Riverton has Historic Value? . . .

True, no battles were fought here; no great documents were drafted here
But its homes, many d®signed by noted architects and fine examples of
their period, along wide, tree lined streets, make it a "gem." %
The area that is now Riverton was once a part of Chester Township, an
area of scattered farms. In mid 19th century a few of Philadelphia's
merchant aristocracy built country homes along the riverbank here, then
planned "Riverton." The oldest part was small, near the river for the
most part, and built within a span of about 40 years. The yacht club,
built on the existing steamboat pier, was one of the first in the country,
and the focal point of social activities. 7ith its focus on homes,
rather than industry, Riverton has maintained its appearance as a 19th
century resort town with a strong sense of its past.

(condensed from Mat. Reg. Inventory-Yomination form, Statement of

significance)
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If you attended Riverton istorical Society's Annual meeting last !Tovember,
you had the opportunity of seeing some of these homes on slides presented
by Keith Retten, of Burlington County's Cultural and Yeritage Commission.
'Te has gathered slides from all over the county, from the earliest cave-
home of the early 1600s through the different architectural styles that
evolved through the years. He traced the use of meterials in their con-
struction in different periods, his enthusiastic presentation opened
the eyes of his audience to a greater appreciation of the Vacht Club's
stick-style structure, mansard rooves, dormers and Dastlake porches,
Italianate and Empire styles, and homes designed by Sioane, the archi-
tect who designed Philadelphia's City Hall. IMr. Betten's narrative has
been scheduled for publishing in the future.

* . x *
Interested in learning more about early architecturzl styles?®
A free booklet, ow to Date an 0ld "ouse, can be obtained by
writing Old-llouse Journal, Dept. 70, 199 Berkeley Place, Brooklyn
Y.Y. 11217,

Recently received is a transcript of an interview with Charles H. Stonaker,
91-year-old former resident of Riverton, who remembers school in a
two-room building (1 upstairs, 1 down), graduations held in the Lvceum
the shad fishery at the foot of Wulton Street, sidewzlks of gravel in
summer, and removasble boardwalks -ut out in the ¥ally &€ open fields
ggggeﬁﬁe fi;lﬁggg tg.qglf course, ¢ 'sidewheelers "Twilight", "Tohnny
5 - tﬁ and "Columbia j-and of swimming in the river ang eneaking on
nggf gse boats. then jumping off the top deck ~fter they left *he
wrrend plummeting down to the bottom of the river! And the lst tele-
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ested in helping to preserve more such memoirs? Let us know
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A Ronus...in April, a showing of the film of the 20's, Romance of Riverton,
for members of "istorical Society and Mire Commany, .only. Ifore later....

o= - - - - — - - - -

Are you receiving "The County Bell"? It brings a calendar of events,
—~—r -Teviews of books.and activities, compiled quarterly. To get on the - - .
mailing list, write: Burlington County Cultural & eritage Comm.
c/o 492 Rancocas Road
Mt. Holly, !"..J. O806C

These papers are available, on loan...
Complete Nomination Torm of nroposed Riverton Historic District
M, J. State & National Regicter of Historic Places
Hot to Research the History of a 'ouse
Guidelines for Rehabilitation of 01l& Buildings
Mistoric Pregervation Loans--Grants
National Historic Preservation Act of 1968; Tax Reform of 1976;
Law of 1970, re. Tstablishment of *1.J. Register of Ilist. Places



Yesterday, in Riverton..ee.. .

Dreer's Nurseries in Riverton were known throughout the world. It was
founded in Philadelphia in 1838 as a seed and plant farm, prospered and
grew, moved, and in 1873 located permanently in Riverton. It became
the town's largest industry, and was instrumental in its development
from a tiny resort area to & bustling cormunity of families who built
homes and churches and who were active in a large number of clubs and
civic organizations. ’

The site had been selected 5 years before, influenced by available land,
proximity to major cities, and excellent transportation (railroad and
boat). It spread northward from Cinnaminson St., on both sides of the
railroad, to cover about 100 acres. On the river side of the railroad
were greenhouses covering almost 8 acres which, in the early 1900s
required 3000 tons of coal per season to heat. At the same time, iSO
men were regularly employed in gardens, packing sheds, and other parts
of the Nurseries, and in the busy season the number increased to 200.

Mrs. Dreer presented a pulpit to the Presbyterian church, a memorial
to enry A. Dreer, which both had been instrumental in founding the
year after the nursery came to Riverton.

The Nurseries became an integral part of the town. Dreer's whistle
sent many a housewife scurrying to have a meal on the table when her
husband or son came home for lunch, and was a dependable check on the
0ld parlor clock. A leisurely Sunday afternoon found many people,
visitors and residents alike, strolling through magnificent greenhouse
showrooms of rare specimens from all over the world, or through the
rogse gardens, where over 500 varieties of standard and hybridized roses
bloomed. Or to the lily ponds, over 8 acres of them along the creek
and on both sides of the railroad, where some specimen plants had pads
6 feet across and could support a man's weight, and where not only
goldfish swam, but also some tropical varieties accidentally imported
along with the water plants. In the 1930s it was even possible to

fly over the acres of flowers in bloom in a small open plane (remember
the little airport on S-417?). Helen Van Pelt Wilson illustrated her
garden books with pictures taken at Dreer's Nurseries, and in some

of the local gardens. And at the Philadelphia Flower Show, Dreer's
rogses were consistent lst place winners.

After a century of developing improved strains of vegetables, grasses,
small fruitg, and many flowers and shrubs, Dreer's llurseries closed
their doors for the last time, during WW II. In less than 30 years
the stores, parking lots, houses and apartments and industries that
replaced the nurseries have erased it all, making it hard to picture
the beauty that was once there,
' (Some inf, from The New Era, Christmas, 1909)

- And, finally, 9’;;...0..

Your comments, suggestions, and help are welcome, ., ., . « e s
Like to help with future newsletters? Y Let us know. . .
Good reading ...Cumningham's l-volume MNew Jersey: America's
Main Road v 0ld copies of the New Era ....

- To join-Riverton's Historical Society...send annual dues of $2.00 to .
treasurer, Mrs, Ellen Layton, 630 Linden Avenue, Riverton, N.J. 08077
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