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' ·' '' n :.~~;j~~~~ii ~!!, ~~#~~~~~l~~fli'e~JJ;' ; r; ~:::!!/~ ;~::781 
:f"orvVard to actively participating in . and · i 

enjoying Historical Society act,ivi't:l.es. M~ch 12, 1979 I 
To ~e 7lght is a: li<st · off scheduled: general. i 
meP.t:ings. Circle · the dates ort your calen May 14, 1979 I 
J) ow, so you won't be disappointed by miss-. I 
:t .ng . any of them. They are held on Monday I 
n :tsrhts~ 8 p.m. t at Riverton s ,chool, unless ·-
otherWJ.se noted. . No meetings are scheduled during "bad w~at"l1er" 
montJ."ls, but added if weather permits &""ld interest is indicated. 

October meeting ••••• 

An old New Era tells of the sighting of' the Jersey Devil at 
4th and Lippincott, back in 1907. Fol1~lor9 of the area ia 
fascinating, and we will have an opportunity to hear about. t~e 
Rancocas T!oods Ghost and othe;r .. legt)l ... ds on Octooe:- 9, whe..."1 Da1.·id 
C. Hunn, Historical Editor of' the -Archives and History Bureau 
of New Jersey State Library in Trentonf will be our speak~r. 
You won't want to missii t; why not inv~ te a :friend to co:ne, too? 

' ' - .... ... · .,.. 
-' . . ~. :' ,. .. .~ 

; 

· Gaslights .. ••••• JI..r . . , .:···: , ... ' ; ~ 

, ~~ . . . . . -~~ __ , · ;~:~- . - . ·~: J.. .. : .. -~ . - i:· _ , . ~· --~ T ;· ·· ~: .. .. ... · ~~ ~ - . , ;··. 
:; rn June :·Rivertont-s .~·Borougli :1Sq~~-crit.or J?~~ti:fi~g[?efore · a sp~~ial 

,., • 'PUC he'aring ,·that<Rtverton ~DOE$ t;w@.t , ._to re~i:r+ '.its {gas streo·(, 
l:tghts and 'would file a petition to ' that effect if' gra."'lts<l an 
extension o·f time iri. which t.o do ao. An extension , until October 
27 has now been received · .an.d the _:petition is expected t<? be 
fl:J.ed ''well in advance of the d2adl:tne." In lieu of ind1v:.l.dual 
Hcarings 2 PUC will accept nota."?ized arfidavit3 of supporti,re 
tcatimon1.es along with the Pet.iction. The Eistoric Society of 
Hivortcn has prepared such_ a statement, and has given it, along 
wlth statcrr.ents f'rcm ·lilliam J. McC:rea, Architectural Hist.or.i.&n 
of t1:o Oi'fico of' Eistori.c Prcser-vat~on in Trenton, and from Ke~ ... th 
Betton, A.drni.niGtrator, Burlir.gton County Gul t~1ral & Heritage 
ComtPJ.ssior .. , to Mr. Decou to nresent with the Borough's Petition. 
He and Council members have said that these will be most helpf\11, 
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a·,.d have thanked us for our help in saving the gas lighiis. The 
e;.u-t:.J.ook seems favorable, at this point. 

note: .\ lamp post was struck recently (on Elm Ave.) e1.~d carried 
o:ft by Public Service. We have been assured that ~ .. ~~ v.i.:tl be re­
placed 

1 
by the same, or a similar gas light, "aD ~<"'G.t e.o possible.'' 

•, ve won t let them ":forget"---by now both Public E3c:a··,:"icrJ and PUC 
are convinced that Rivertoniana care about thoir gas lightal 

L.1 August the Film (3 good reels a:,1d 1 deteriorating) was ha:-::;r1. 
cleliYf'rf."d t.o a st.1.:.dio ::~~- :•rorth Jersey :for copyiP.g on 16 trll.1l :?i :A.u, 
~t w~~L~ t.c.L'c3 ee"'·-:-~c ·;J. mcEtl~n to get the finished f'ilm, af.'te:e which ., t w· ' • . . - .. .. -r • • 1';\.r all . d 1 ..... J .. • ... •. 1le :£:·.'i·i . .:...a ~-::_.!; J.0l' Vl.ewl.ng, .t!..ventu y, some sl1 es all( 

PT'iTltn -.,i-1 -:--,_, -· .--"~,-,. -f •.... th ld -P-i1 al •• .• .-.... ,, ., ... _ •} ._, .... i. •J ••. ' -··'· or1 · e o .1.. _m, so. 
This i r:3 r1.1. •;Xf :-..-..~r~"~/ e underta..ld.:n.g and we want to thank Mr. ar:;.d 
Mrs. J·c s .~rh A:· ... ,:;_old, whose expertfse and generosity have made :i.t 
possible for us to proceed now, before further deterioration takes 
place. 
H 'Jxt May a Doll House Show has been scheduled by the Por~h Cluh 
under the direction of Ruth Schweizer, and the proceeds from j_t 
will be given to the Historical Society for the film project. 
Meanwhile, anyone wishing to make a donation may do so now, as 
:funds will be needed before Springl 

Incorporation ••••• 

Papers have been filed to incoroorate the Historical Society of 
Riverton as a non-profit organization, and should be final 'ty 
the beginning of 179. Harry D. Livingston, Esq. waived hi~ f'c~ 
for his service, and we· appreciate his kindness. 

Survey ••••• 

The special summer · :orkshop on Victorian Architecture was .. well 
attended, with about 60 persons present. After this, guid0:!. :l .nes 
were developed, the town "divided" into 24 sections, a member or 
volunteer assumed responsibility :for · each section, and then E'. 
series of small groups met to go over gathering ru:d record~:-...; 
information for an :'i.rchitectural Survey. Complet~on dat .. e J.n 
set for October 15. · 'e want to have the completed survey bc:..::ncl 
cn.d then it will be available as a research resoui.,cc. Inf'orma­
tim1 f'rom it will also be used to prepare a :form ncm:tnati..ng _ 
Hiverton for inclusion in the State and rational Regis'l:.crs ot 
Hintoric Places. · 

TJil1iam McCrea has accepted an irivi tation frc:n '!illiam Hal.l ":.o 
di~:;ns~ J1istorin Site Registration \"d th the Borough CotmciJ. h~~9 
on :l.1uJ:tGd~y~ O~.! ·:·.ebC't' 12, at 7 p.m~, c:.:1 -e h-::u_-::• -::·~:fo~~ tl:o rf:gulac-

"j . • ... ... ...:- . '. . .. ~ 
. ·.:. J,., - ""·· 

~· · · 
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Cotmcil meeting. The public is invited, and this is an opportun­
ity to ask any questions you may have about it. Plan to be there. 

If you.would like -to help with the survey and weren't asked (how­
fi·T-ar dJ.d that happen?), please call 829-6315. There. are never · 
~oo many helpers in a project of this size. Describing a build­
:'-~.seems to be the most formidable problem, but all ·agree that · 
~ "(, J.S interesting work. Keith Betten is interested, and most 
helpful to us in this. ) 

Yesterday •••••• 

~,f:i.th llri.nter coming, take a tip from English Victorian homeO\\'Der~, 
v:hc: !:lade "Draft ~xcluders" to make their homes more coin:fcrta.bl~. 
S ~~w. up a l?ng. s~msage of fabric, stuff. it with sawdus·J~, sand~ or 
:J::t.nn.lar ma'terJ.~~, and place along the JOint between the upper an.d 
l0wer wt ndow su3h, along the sill, and on the floor in front o.f a 
door. '1'rad:i.tionally, the fabric was red; an ex·tra yard of fabric 
from portieres or draperies could be used, giving a coordinated 
appearance. 

Do you remember crisp Fall days when persimmons grew high on ~ 
tree in what is now the · Park? . Or gathering nuts that grew on 
other trees in the area? :·Tuts are nutritious and were an ineJqJen­
sive and plentiful source of food for early settlers, and for the 
Indians long before that. Squaws used meals made from acorns ·and 
chestnuts, and nuts were often :found buried with their den.d., The 
shells of ·walnuts, butternuts, and black walnuts, among o+.h€rs, 
provided colorfast d,yes. These, plus chinquapins, hickoljnluts, 
chestnuts, hazelnuts, and a few others, were nativa to ~<J_sten:t 
/\.mcrica; mglish walnuts, :filberts, and others were importee!. 
Coconuts were snid to be introduced to Florida when a ves1:cl from 
the. Bahamas was wrecked 11eer Jupiter Inlet, ·nuts washed c.!.S~.lOrfJ, 
were planted by the natives--and throve. Pea.nuts . called. "gro'l!ld­
nuts", were once considered vulgar. German experiments demonstrat­
ed their nutritional value by making flour, grits, and b~scuits, 
both regular and "diabetic" from them. _ 

(continued on back) - ,-
Memberships are due now: clip and mail slip, with your · c:'::te ;-:;1(, 

· to Mrs. Ellen L&yton, Treacurer · 
630 Linden Avenue, Rivertcr. 08077 

Please enclose self addressed/ stamped envelope for yot<.:t" t1e~b ·~:r.-­
___ tJ1dp card, and a rece!£t i.f._z.qg have inclus.1ad a dog_<!_tic~. . ····-

..:: AlVlE ~ 
:tDDli.ESS: 
PIICNE ~---::-- ·---------

Donation enclosed for 

r .. rembe:cEJh1p_$ ________ u_ 

0!-..---cit 7 
Cle P---

r'::l.:i; ' ---0-I:J.lP:t" ~ 

- date~ 
(annual dues, $2.00 

To"T:aCC:r:tJlosed 1£_----. __ 
Senior Citizens, $1.00) 
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Although wild nut trees were abundant, their use for construction 
depleted them. Transplanting wild t:r-e~s from the forests was 
usually not successful, and cultivation to develop ha,:-die:r- +,reea 
b.~gan ·in earnest. At the turn of the century . thi$ wa~~ a blv~inGas 
· still in its infancy, and literature o~ planting~ :Tt•a.tt,:tng, a.ud 
. culture cf edible ·nuts · fo::i;- commercial pUrpo.sr; r~ ,,,:a.~; . ).::.mi t'Jd. 
_In 1897 John R. Parry, of Pamona 1-Turse:o.:•ies1 J ··1~J.) . .Jr.:.:J. a small 
book called nuts for Profit: A Treatise on 1-·ropogat1o:r1 a,.1.d Cul ti­
vation of nut-Bearing Trees. It contains a collection of articles 
by others interested in the production of nuts, including Lu·ther 
Burbank, as well as essays. • •••••• 

Robert Blight wrote •• 'rf"ne hustle and bustle of modern. 
life have brushed alJ. the nor. ~.H~)lS•": cut of romance, and one ·:ral~n­
ly heara of a :r.-.:.1~.~ -:~i.r .. g -;xn~t;/ 'i..:.YI'i· ·-vm buy t1iem :5.n the streets, ~;;-. o 
manv J'o·:.-. r~ . ; · · ; 1:.. :: .;.; ;.,~- c-··~ iJ;p ccod o, d-fBsbi cned nutting p.:c::ctv 

• ~ • • . • • .· .:. "' ~ -~ '-. • .\ · ~ · ........... ... .. - ' --- .~ J ~. . -• . ~ • •• ~- · · ~ .• -~· •• • ~ "':'. ~ · · .}.. _ ti ,_c,.,. ., -; v;. ... · 
1n Ci·C· : n ·:·;;·-.. '·, -; '~n ."· Cr. ·:: :~.\" ·3 . '.· .. ~ t f 'i.'. ., _, : .. ' '/ :-"1') :11r.t .. •.0 d\..\.:.. .1. er;. vh 9 ar S 1:1 ~ .r- we 

t 't...e r:r)··i ., ,.,, :,, )'('· -;· ... · -: ·~- -· : . c. io·l··i ~-g· · :: ~r , :;l ·<=>rry· Jaugh o:i.' the maiden an.d ·l.l "·t -· · :-· .. . ' . , . ... ,._. -.. • - ~ .. · -· --·~ ~ .. .... .. ~ · ·'"- • ' 

the J-' (•:1 U•_, , .~. ;:_o·~~ .. :.t:~s ~)oli te:r:t!=.o St~ o-1 the yo~tl1 as he hold~ down 
the b .:·t.:.c> :i;_;_r: t~.•) r:.oy accepta.t.c:e of the maJ.den,. as she p1cks th-e 
spoiJ_, , ·; ;·:•.1e <:J.::'ected fright 2.s the fingers are 1mp~ed on t.ho _. 
chest.r.:.n i:.' s sp:1:•ing casing and the more than half-in-earnest. :-:lO.t:J. ·C­
i tatic:1.s search is made for the thorn· the dainty way in whi ch t'..1e 
walnut is picked up, lest its bruised'rind should stain the '~ !: ily­
white-hand"--all go to make up a "vision of peace and plenty." . "' 
But, like some other days, my nutting days are over? and as I s:t "(, 
in the study chair I view the nuts from the naturalJ.st' s stand­
point · and leave to aldermanic and other civic dignitaries the 
privelege ·of lingering nver the nuts and wine." 

-- . - .. 
: . . 

' 

Recent Gifts •••• ;"\ 

"Nuts for Profit", from which the above material was taken, gift 
from r.,.r. and · Hrs. ,John Parry, of Ci:rfuaminsoil · . 

5 prints of trolleys ih :-?.iverton, 1926, f'rom 11r. Elmer ·;. Fry, 
. . Princeton Junction, mr1de by him frotn the film w~ are now 

. · having preserved, some years ago. . · . . · .. . 
. J.9?5 pi~ture of PHS . Football team, from· Harold . lmf~nson, Clnna-

m~~son ~ve • . , Palmyra · 
50th An~u"':"ersary Edition, New .Sra (1889-1939) from Mrs. Har~. '" D. 

L1v1ngston, Tiiverton. .. . .. 
(Acme ads offer .. ~~sco coffee at 18¢ a p<"und, apricots, ?. Cc -:ls 
for 17¢, bread, f:¢, pork shoulder, 15¢ lb., oysters, sel~ ~!t 
Jersey, 1~ doz., tea, tlb-18¢, Crisco, 3lb-49¢ ••••••• ! 

oops--1t was The AmericanSto~e, not the Acme, back tb.e:n ) 

c .")ming ....... . 

~Tovember' s meeting, bet.¥reen ThankPg i_ving and Christmas, 1rill 
he a ~alk on e.r.choological fl.~ tdings from t his g eneral area~ b~· 
John Y-.resson. . latch the loca.l pape:n. for more details, l e "':c<· ,. 

D<::c~::;r J~.] £ ..... ~ . i. s a t~i-.:~e :.for C?.ndl.elight JTcJU •~ e T<"' U ...... ,., R ··' ·;·,.e· ... -l-c...., f { ·b • 
o •• 1 • - . ··' . l <,' I a • • J.. V ._ \J •.O.h _tJ.. ra~· 

vnJ. hold one~ H<,. HoJly' o Fouse •rour is Ss.t .• , Dc.oc,. 9, ·:r:rom 6-lOpm 
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